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Re: Case Number: 2016-141 
Patriots for Progress IE PAC 
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 General Election; 


Case Number: 2016-142 
Bladen County Improvement Association PAC 
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 General Election; 


Case Number: 2016-166 

November 2016 General Election Protests; 

Voter Fraud Allegations/Possible False Statements to Affect Election Outcome — 11/08/2016 
General Election; . 


The above cited cases are related investigations originating in Bladen County, North Carolina 
y opened by the North Carolina State Board of Elections (NCSBE) in November of 2016. [The State Board 
7 has since merged with the North Carolina Ethics Commission and is now known as the State Board of 
Elections and Ethics Enforcement.] To date, the Investigations Division of the NCSBE has conducted . 
numerous interviews of persons involved, including voters, ‘and has reviewed documents associated 
with the alleged violations. Because the 2016 General Election was a Federal Election, and because of 
the. seriousness of the alleged conduct associated with possible manipulation or attempts to manipulate 
election results in Bladen County and elsewhere, these matters merit referral for prosecutorial review 
and possible criminal prosecution. Additionally, in as much as there are possible federal violations of 
law, a decision was made by the State Board on December 3, 2016, to refer these matters to the United 
States Attorney's Office for review. To assist federal and state prosecutors in assessing the need for 
additional investigation or any other action deemed appropriate, below is a summary of each 
investigation: — * 


PATRIOTS FOR PROGRESS IE PAC: 


In October and November of 2016, the Bladen County Board of Elections (BOE) received three 
separate complaints from voters, which alleged possible fraud involving the handling of absentee ballots 
in Bladen County. Those complaints are hereafter described as the “Linda Baldwin complaint”, the 
“Brenda Register complaint”, and the “Heather Register complaint.” [Note: Brenda and Heather Register 
are not related, nor is their complaint related.] Those complaints were ultimately referred to the 
NCSBE Investigations Division. 


{ The NCSBE investigation of the above complaints began with interviews of the above . 
2) complainants. The interviews led to information strongly suggesting that Leslie McCrae Dowless, Jr. (aka 
“NicCrae Dowless”), who is associated with the Patriots for Progress !E PAC, and who is the recently 
elected candidate for Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor in Bladen County, was paying 
certain individuals to solicit absentee request forms and to collect absentee ballots from Bladen County 
voters. In doing so, workers employed by Dowless were required to hand-carry the ballots to Dowless in 
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order to be paid. Dowless allegedly instructed his workers to “push” votes for certain candidates while 
meeting with voters. [Possession of an absentee ballot for delivery to a voter or for return to a county 
board of elections by anyone other than the voter, the voter’s near relative, or the votet’s verifiable 
legal guardian is a Class I Felony under NCGS 163-226.3(a)(6).] 


The individuals who approached Linda Baldwin, Brenda Register, and Heather Register, were 
identified through interviews and document review as Caitlyn Croom and Matthew Matthis. The 
investigation has developed information suggesting that Dowless attempted to obstruct the ensuing 
NCSBE investigation into the voter’s complaints by warning Matthis and Croom that investigators were . 
attempting to locate them in association. with Baldwin's complaint, and coaching them as to what they 
should say if contacted. Dowless is suspected of having made a telephone cail to warn Matthis and 
Croom of the State Board investigation after Dowless was contacted by State Board investigators on 
October 24, 2016. 


In an interview on November 16, 2016, Matthis and Croom initially attempted to conceal the 
true nature of their work for Dowless. After. being confronted, they stated that they knew that State 
Board investigators had contacted Dowless, because he called to wam them. They advised that when 
they were hired; Dowless told them that he would only pay % of what they earned when they brought 
the absentee ballot request forms to him, and would not pay the remainder until after they collected 
and provided Dowless with the voter's ballots as proof that the person had voted. Dowless instructed 
them to avoid areas where mostly minority voters resided and he provided a sample ballot with marks 
indicating candidates he wanted them to promote., Much of the information obtained from Matthis and 
Croom has been corroborated through documents and interviews of others. 


The Baldwin complaint, dated October 4, 2016, described a situation where a male individual 
initially identified by Baldwin as “Josh” appeared at Baldwin’s residence on September 24, 2016, to 
encourage her, her two adult sons, and her daughter to fill out an absentee ballot request form. 
[Baldwin’s daughter was not registered in NC and ultimately no ABS ballot was issued to her.] “Josh” 
told Baldwin that he was being paid to collect absentee request forms and that he would be paid 
$120.00 each time he collected 14 or 15 request forms. “Josh” informed Baldwin that when the ballots 
arrived by mail at her house, -and she completed them, he would return'to pick them up to take and 
show his “boss” so that he could get paid. Baldwin agreed to do sO, but insisted that “Josh” return the 
ballots to her so she could mail them in herself. She also recalled that “Josh” pointed to a specific 
candidate on the ballot that he wanted her to vote for. When “Josh” failed to return with her ballots as 
quickly as she expected, she contacted the Bladen County BOE to ask that any ballots received with her 
or her sons’ names be invalidated. She followed up with a written complaint to the BOE, dated October 
4, 2016. [Baldwin later identified “Josh” as Matthew Matthis. Baldwin, who is a former educator, used 
the name “Josh” in her complaint to protect Matthis who she knew of as a student from her school.] 


The Brenda Register complaint alleged that on October 17, 2016, a “young, Caucasian lady” 
appeared at her residence and tried to convince her to request an absentee ballot. She stated that the 
“young lady” represented herself as being employed by the “Bladen County Board of Elections.” 

Brenda Register declined to request an absentee ballot and she made a verbal and written complaint, 
dated October 20, 2016, to the Bladen County BOE. [Register was later purportedly able to identify the 
“young lady” as Caitlyn Croom from a Facebook posting.] 


On October 24, 2016, NCSBE Investigator Marshall Tutor received a call from Horace Munn, 
President of the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC, during which Munn informed Tutor of 
the above two complaints received by the Bladen County BOE. Munn expressed concem that the 
complaints were not being addressed in a timely fashion by the county BOE. He requested that the 
NCSBE conduct its own investigation. Contact by Investigator Tutor with Cynthia Shaw, Director, Bladen 
County BOE on October 24, 2016, resulted in information that the ballot request forms associated with 
the Baldwins had the initials “CC” handwritten in the top right corner. Shaw advised that “CC” 
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corresponded with the initials of one Caitlyn Croom, who was purportedly working for McRae Dowless, 
candidate for Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor and who also served as the President of 
‘Patriots for Progress until March 21, 2016. On October 24, 2016, a telephone call was placed to McCrae. 
Dowless by NCSBE Investigator Marshall Tutor and Chief Investigator Joan Fleming. Dowless advised 
that he did not know any “Josh.” He admitted that Caitlyn Croom had worked for him in the past but did 
not work for him at the time of thé-call. He stated he would need to look for a contact number for 
Croomand would get back to the investigators. Over the next ‘two days, Dowless contacted 
Investigator Tutor twice to advise he.was‘still looking for Croom’s number, which he never furnished. In 
a subsequent interview of Croom and Matthis, on November 16, 2016, they advised that after Dowless 
received the above referenced call from NCSBE investigators, Dowless called them on their cellphone, 
which they share (telephone numbe fi wam them that there was an investigation and 
coached them as to what they should say if contacted by’  — with the State Board. Bewigss 


“allegedly called Croom and Matthis from his cellphone number| 


The Heather Register cowipratt was received via an email from Heather Register to the Bladen 
County BOE on November 9, 2016. [It was later followed by a formal affidavit from Ms. Register, dated 


. November 18, 2016.] Inher ernail, Heather Register described circumstances in which Caitlyn Croom 


and her.boyfriend, Matthew Matthis appeared at the Register residence on September 22, 2016, to 


-encourage Heather and Timothy Register (husband and wife) to‘request absentee ballots. Croom and 


Matthis were known to the Registers because Croom had previously dated their son, Michael Register. 
Croom‘and Matthis informed the Registers that they were being paid to secure a certain number of 
absentee request forms from voters. Croom and Matthis did not disclose the identity of the payer to 
the Registers. The Registers never received or voted their ballots. When Heather Register attempted 
to vote in person on Election Day, she was informed that she had “already voted.” In an interview on 
November 16, 2016, Matthis and Croom admitted that they obtained the ballots of the Registers and 
their son and delivered them to Dowless, along with other ballots, to get paid. They stated that they 


-signed Heather and Timothy Register’s ballots but didnot mark a vote in any of the contests (which has 


been verified by the investigation), under the belief that the Registers could still vote if their absentee 
ballots were blank. They stated their motivation for doing so was to include those ballots with others 
that they delivered to Dowless so that he would pay them per their agreement. According to Croom and 
Matthis, they completed Michael Register’s request form and ballot with his consent over the 
telephone. [Falsely signing an abséntee ballot is a violation of NCGS 163-275(4). 


Matthis and Croom identified other individuals.who they believe were also being paid to-bring 
ballots to Dowless. Additionally, a review of absentee ballot request forms revealed other requests 
where a similar system of initials at the top of the forms may bé associated with individuals working for 
Dowless. Voters associated with request forms assisted by Croom and Matthis, as well as voters 
associated with other “assisters” possibly employed by Dowless have also been identified for future 
interviews as needed. 


BLADEN COUNTY IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION PAC: 


During routine processing of mail-in absentee ballots at the Bladen County Board of Elections 
(BOE) in late October 2016, Brian Hehl, a Bladen County BOE board member, noticed that several of the 
ballots contained write-in votes for the non-partisan office of Soil and Water Conservation District 
Supervisor wherein the handwriting for a write-in candidate on multiple ballots appeared similar. Upon 
closer examination, Mr. Hehi noticed patterns of similar handwriting on the ballot container envelopes 
associated with the witnesses for those ballots, suggesting that the write-in votes, which were for 
candidate Franklin Graham, were possibly written by the same four or five witnesses, rather than the 
voters. Mr. Hehl thereafter relayed his concerns of possible tampering, fraud, or intimidation of voters 
whose absentee ballots contained the suspicious handwriting, to the Bladen County BOE Director, the 
other Bladen County BOE board members, and the North Carolina State Board of Elections (NCSBE). 
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The NCSBE Investigations Division thereafter opened an investigation into the circumstances of the 
ballot drive and the authenticity of the ballots. 


-Applicable Election Law Statutes: 


North Carolina election statutes Specthy procedures for voting and transmitting absentée ballots 
[NCGS 163-231], as well as who, and under what circumstances a person can assist a voter by marking 
their absentee ballot [NCGS 163-226. 31. 


. neés 163-226.3 “certain acts declared felonies” states (in part) it is a Class | felony “for any 
person except the voter's near relative or the voter's verifiable legal guardian to assist the voter to vote 
an absentee ballot when the voter is, voting an absentee ballot other than under the procedure 
described in G.S. 163-227.2; provided that if there i is nota near relative or legal suaian available to 
assist the voter, the voter may reavest some other person to give assistance.” 


The absentee ballot container-retum envelope contains a space under the voter's certification 
signature line that is specifically designated for an individual who provides voter assistance to sign, 
thereby certifying that they assisted the voter in marking their ballot [NCGS 163-229(b)(4)]. 


The “Certification of Person Assisting Voter” on the “Absentee Application and Certificate” reads as 
follows: 7 

“| certify that | assisted the voter in marking his or her ballot according to his or her instruction 
and/or | assisted the voter in signing this certificate because the voter is unable to complete and/or sign 
this certification.” 


The absentee ballot container-return envelope also contains a space specifically designated for 
two qualified witnesses to sign certifying that the voter marked or caused the ballot to be marked “in 
his/her presence according to his/her instruction, and signed the absentee application and creat” 
[NCGS 163-229(3)]. 


The “Witnesses’ Certification” on the “Absentee Application and Certificate” reads as follows: 


“| certify that | am at least 18 years of age and am not disqualified by G.S. 163-226.3(a)(4) or 
G.S. 163-237(b1) to assist this voter in marking or witnessing the casting of his/her absentee ballot, and 
in my presence, the voter marked the enclosed ballot, or caused it to be marked in his/her presence 
according to his/her instruction, and signed this absentee application and certificate.” 


The rules and standards for counting official ballots are set forth in NCGS 163-182.1. 
State Board Investigation of the BCIA write-in campaigi 


There were approximately 234 write-in mail-in ABS ballots received by the Bladen County BOE 
for Franklin Graham at the time the irregularity was reported to the State Board. The Bladen County 
BOE advised that the witness names on the ballots were individuals believed to be associated with voter 
drive efforts for the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC (BCIA). The witness names appearing 
with the most frequency on the absentee ballot container-return envelopes were: Deborah Monroe, 
Lola Wooten, Barbara Cogdell, Mary Johnson, Bridgette Keaton, Keana Keaton, and Arthur Owens. 


An examination of the absentee ballot container-return envelopes and the corresponding 
ballots confirmed a notable pattern of similarities in the handwriting on the ballots for write-in 
candidate Franklin Graham compared to the handwriting of witnesses whose printing appeared in the 
witness seciion on the ballot container-return envelopes. However, the investigation determined that 
no complaints were received at the Bladen County BOE or the NCSBE from any voters assisted by 
workers believed to be associated with the BCIA. As stated above, the investigation of the questioned 
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ballots was initiated based upon possible irregularities observed by a Bladen County BOE board 
member. 


Workers associated with the BCIA who were located and interviewed by State Board 
investigators admitted that they printed the name of write-in candidate Franklin Graham on the ballots 
for voters they were assisting as witnesses. None of the witnesses who assisted with the write-in votes 
were found to have signed the above referenced assistance certification on the ballot container 
envelope. The witnesses cited reasons such as advanced age, poor handwriting, poor spelling, voter 
convenience, as explanations as to. why they wrote the candidate’s name on the ballot for the voter. 
The witnesses indicated that they. assisted with the voter's co! nsent and wrote the write-in candidate’s 
name per the wishes of the voter. One. of the witnesses stressed that in doing so they did not “fill in the 
bubble” next to the write-in candidate’s name, leaving that forthe voter to do. Another witness stated 
that they understood the assistance cértification to be used. for assistance to voters who were 
incapacitated, and were unable to mark their entire ballot. None of the witriesses who were 
interviewed appeared to have an understanding that by writing the write-in candidate’s name on the 
voter's ballot, they ‘were “assisting” the voter in marking their ballot, and therefore were required to 
sign the assistance certification on the ballot container-return envelope. Additional interviews of ballot 
witnesses were suspended based upon notification by one of the ballot witnesses to State Board 
investigators that the BCIA had engaged Attorney Irving Joyner to represent the organizations and its’ 
workérs.. A telephone call made to Attorney Joyner confirmed that representation. 


Six voters who were assisted by the above witnesses were located and interviewed. No 
evidence was found to indicate the voters were coerced or intimidated by the witnesses into allowing 
the witness to assist with their write-in vote. The voters who were interviewed identified the signature 
on the “Voter's Certification” as their own signature, and-comparisons to known signatures on previous 
voting documents appeared identical. Some of the voters stated they knew the witnesses and trusted 
them to “help” them vote their candidate choices by making suggestions and by promoting certain 
candidates. One'voter stated she did not know who Franklin Graham was, but nevertheless was 
satisfied with the recommendation of Graham by the witnesses. Some of the voters stated they were 
unsure as to who filled in the circle next to Graham’s name. Those same voters indicated that 
regardless, they (the voter) controlled the decision as to their choices and voted and signed their own 
ballot. None of the voters indicated that anyone marked the other contests on their ballot. Two of the 
voters denied that the witnesses were ever present with them when they voted. They had no logical 
explanation as to how the witnesses were able to sign their ballots and, overall, their statements 
concerning the circumstances of their vote were of questionable credibility. Additional interviews were 
attempted prior to the State Board hearing on December 3, 2016 with negative results. Business cards 
left at various residences by investigators did not generate a response from those individuals. 


State Board Hearing re BCIA: 


On December 3, 2016, the State Board of Elections convened for a probable cause hearing 
associated with an election protest submitted to the Bladen County BOE by candidate Leslie McCrae 
Dowless, Jr., who ran and won his contest in the November 8, 2016 General Election for Soil and Water 
District Supervisor in Bladen County. At the outset of the hearing, the State Board moved that probable 
causé was already established and the board unanimously agreed to a full hearing of the facts. The 
substance of the protest was that evidence existed to suggest the possibility of fraud associated with a 
large number of mail-in absentee ballots submitted to the Bladen County BOE in the November 8, 2016 
General Election. Specifically, the protest alleged that persons working as paid volunteers for the BCIA 
ona “get-out-the-vote” (“GOTV”) absentee ballot voter drive effort, and who served as witnesses to 
several ballots, possibly voted the ballots for the voier and/or failed to properly certify assistance given 
to the voter in marking their ballots. The protest concluded that the affected ballots were irreparably 
“flawed” and should be entirely discounted in that the voter's intent could not be determined. 
Attorneys representing the opposition to the protest acknowledged the possibility that improper 
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assistance may have been provided, in that the assisters failed to sign the assistance certification, but 
argued that if that was required, the failure to do so did not necessarily show illegal intent and, in any 
case, would not be sufficient reason to discount the voter's intent asreflected in their ballot under NC 
163-182.1. 7 


After considering the legal arguments from attorneys representing both sides, as well as witness 
testimony, the State Board voted to dismiss the Dowless protest under 163-182.10(d){2)(c): In'doing so, 
the board found that while improper assistance may have been provided by the individuals who wrote 
thé write-in candidate’s name.on the ballot without signing the assistance certification, there was 
insufficient evidence to disqualify the affected ballots under 163-182.1(2). Because of the irregularities 
exposed in Bladen County, and because ‘the 2016 General Election also invoived a federal election, the 
Staté Board voted to make information concerning the November 8, 2016 General Election in Bladen 
County available to the United States Attorney’s Office, EDNC, for review. 


NOVEMBER 2016 GENERAL ELECTION PROTESTS: 


After the November 8, 2016 General Election, preliminary results were showing that 
Gubernatorial candidate Roy Cooper had a slim margin of votes over candidate Patrick McCrory and that 
Cooper-had possibly won the election. Within days of the election, McCrae Dowless filed an election 
protest, as referenced above, in Bladen County, which questioned the validity of write-in votes for 
opposing Soil and Water candidate Franklin Graham. Dowless did so although he had won his contest by 
a wide margin. 


Dowless appeared before the NCSBE Board on December 3, 2016, regarding his protest, which 
was remanded to the State Board. Dowless, who was under oath when he made his appearance, © 
admitted that he did not author the protest and that he had no personal knowledge of many of the facts | 
presented in his protest. He identified the person who prepared the protest as attomey “Steve 
Roberts.” His protest accused the Bladen County improvement Association (BCIA) of conducting a 
“massive scheme to run an absentee ballot mill involving hundreds of ballots, perpetrated by and 
through’the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC”, and it sought to have those ballots 
disqualified. Dowless’ protest went on to state: : 


“These are not simply helpful individuals who have attempted to assist a large swath of Bladen 
County's voters to cast their ballots. This is the shocking evidence resulting from a blatant scheme to try 
to impact the voting results of an entire county. This is clear from the fact that only a very few of the 
voter assistance sections of these mailed-in absentee ballots have been completed, despite being 
completed by just a few individuals.” 


Dowless stated under oath that although he was the winner of the Soil and Water race, he felt 
compelled to submit his protest because he became aware that there were a “high volume of write-in 
votes” which he believed merited an investigation. Dowless stated that on or about November 10, 
2016, he had a conversation about the “volume of write-in ballots” with Bladen County Republican Party 
Chairman Landon Bordeaux, who asked Dowless if he would be willing to submit a protest to the Bladen 
County BOE. According to Dowless, Bordeaux told Dowless, “I’m going to make a call, and somebody 
will be giving you a call.” Dowless was thereafter put in contact with Attomey Steve Roberts of 
Holtzman, Vogel, Josefiak, Torchinsky PLLC. . 


Examination of Dowless’ protest document and attachments showed an extremely curious 
attachment, which was the affidavit that Heather Register submitted to the Bladen County BOE on 
November 18. 2016. In it, Heather Register described how Croom and Matthis had solicited her and her 
husband to vote absentee, and that Croom and Maithis told the Registers they were being paid by 
someone to do so. Heather Register stated she and her husband never received their ballots and she 
was told she had already voted when she tried to vote on Election Day. Since Croom and Matthis clearly 
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worked for Dowless, it made no sense.that Dowless would attach the Register complaint to his protest. 
The effect was that the protest was falsely attributing the circumstances of the Register incidentto ~ 
persons associated with the BCIA. Attorney Roger Knight, who represented Dowless, referenced the 
details of the Heather Register complaint in making an argument before the State Board that the ballots 
of approximately 400 Bladen county voters should be discounted because the true intent of the voter 
was impossible to discern. In his opening remarks at the State Board hearing (see transcript), Knight 
referenced the Register complaint as further evidence of the “scheme or plan” associated with GOTV 
(get-out-the-vote) efforts by the BCIA. Knight further referenced the Linda Baldwin complaintas . 
another example, stating: “there is another affidavit from a Ms. Baldwin that’s amended to or attached 
tothe Register complaint, and which we would like to incorporate by reference, which states that 
individuals came to her door, asked her to fill out a request for an absentee ballot, and saying that if she 
would do so, they would — they, meaning the people that came to the door, would be paid. ...And | also 
note and in the Heather Register affidavit, Ms. Register in her affidavit says that the absentee ballots 
that she requested never came to her, and that when she went on Election Day to vote, she was told 
that she had already voted by absentee ballot and so had her family members, which she denies doing.” 


Throughout the above statement, Dowless was present and could hear the evidence that his 
attorney was presenting to the State Board on his behalf. Nothing was said by Dowless to his attorney 
or the State Board to correct the description that was inaccurately attributing the Baldwin and Register 
illegal conduct to the BCIA when Dowless knew full well that the Baldwin and Register complaints 
described actions of Matthis and Croom, persons who were working for Dowless. 


In his testimony before the NCSBE Board on December 3, 2016, Dowless denied requiring his 


~ campaign workers to accumulate any quota of request forms and specifically denied requiring his 


workers to bring any absentee ballots to hirh, stating, “No ballots come (sic) to me.” Dowless first 
denied that he ever spoke with Croom after he was contacted by NCSBE investigators, and then changed 
his testimony to state that he did speak with Croom and she told him that “Ms. Fleming had called her.” 
[Invéstigator Fleming had no telephone number to call Croom or any contact with Croom at the time 
that Dowless was first contacted by NCSBE investigators, October 24,2016. No contact with Croom was 
established until 11/16/2016 when Croorn and Matthis were interviewed for the first time.] When 
asked if he knew Matthew Matthis, Dowless responded, “I know of him, yes sir.” The investigation has 
establishéd that Croom and Matthis reside together, and share a cellphone and a vehicle, facts that 
Dowless was likely aware of based upon the circumstances of his contact with them. 


On December 3, 2016, the State Board voted to dismiss Dowless’ protest (see description of 
BCIA investigation) for reasons unrelated to any potential perjury by Dowless. 


Dowless has a previous state felony conviction for insurance fraud and perjury in Bladen County, 
NG, along with numerous misdemeanor worthless check and traffic violations. [Under NCGS 163-275(4) 
it is a felony violation for any person to swear falsely with regard to any matter pertaining to any 
primary or election.} 


Investigation has determined that during the same time period that the Dowless protest was 
submitted, Steve Roberts and other attorneys and/or associates from Holtzman, Vogel, Josefiak, 
Torchinsky PLLC contacted and recruited additional registered North Carolina voters from numerous 
counties in North Carolina for the purpose of asking them to sign protests alleging voter fraud and/or 
alleging knowledge of the operation of suspected absentee ballot mills. Evidence and interviews 
conducted to date, show a pattern of the voters solicited as “protestors” being provided with pre- 
printed protest forms containing the names of voters who allegedly had committed voter fraud as 
double voters or as convicted felons who had voted, as well as other accusations. The protest forms 
followed a standardized format of twelve questions to be answered by the protestor, including asking 
about the nature of the evidence, the persons knowledgeable about the evidence, and the factual basis 
for believing that the allegations were “sufficient to cast doubt upon the results of the election.” The 
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information contained in these.protests was presented as if it represented facts known-to the person 
who had signed-the protest. In reality, the signers had not conducted their own research regarding the 
voters, did not kriow how the facts. were, established or how voter’s names were chosen, and had no 
documentation or evidence to back up their claims of voter fraud. Rather the protestors appear to have 
been used asa “proxy” to allege violations based upon evidence of unknown origin, most of which was 
never presented at the hearings. 


Interviews: have determined that protestors selected by the attorneys were srmisei that they 
would be provided with’ evidence to: present at ‘the protest hearing at their local county BOE, and were 
led to believe that the attorneys ‘would assist: them and/or be physical! ly present at the héaring(s). The 
protest forms were typically electronically trahsmitted from the law firm in Virginia, to the sélected 
protestors in North Carolina-via email and/or facsimile... The protestors were asked to sign and 
electronically transmit their signed protest forms back to the law firm. The law firm would thereafter 
transmit the protest forms-from the law firm in’ Virginia to the appropriate North Carolina county board 
of elections on behalf of the protestor which gave the appearance that they represented the protestor. 


. [Itis noted, that in Dowless’ testimony before the State Board, attorneys representing the McCrory 


campaign claimed that they also’ represented Dowless.] Interviews of protestors have revealed that 
they were not furnished with the-evidence they were promised and that despite their efforts to obtain 
the evidence needed to support their-protest, the attorneys failed to respond to their requests and did 
not “appear at'the hearings. The county BOEs were nevertheless required to hold hearings and to send 
notices to’ the affected voters'to appear. 


The effort to have numerous ballots disqualified through the above described protests was 
abruptly abandoned by the attorneys in late November 2016. The accusations of voter fraud against the 
affected voters were covered in public media reports. Interviews of the voters have established that 
they felt harmed by the false accusations of voter fraud and were concerned about damage to their 
reputation in the community. Asa result, a civil suit has been filed by some of the victims. 


Summary 


The facts developed in the above interrelated investigations demonstrate efforts to impact the 
process by which ballots in a federal and state election were obtained, cast, and counted. Therefore, 
the results of the investigation to date are being presented for review by appropriate prosecutors. 
Please contact NCSBE Chief investigator Joan M. Fleming with any questions or for additional 
information at 919-814-0750 or joan.fleming@ncsbe.gov. 
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January 26, 2018 
Interim Assistant Director Dirk German 
NCSBI Special Investigations Unit 
3320 Garner Road. 
Raleigh, NC 27610 
Dear Special Agent German, 


Greetings! The purpose of this letter is to address the investigation, and 
prosecution if necessary, of several matters originally handled by the North Carolina 
State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement Team (hereinafter NCSBE) and now 
under your review. Specifically, the NCSBE has opened up three investigations: Case 
number 2016-141, concerning possible absentee ballot fraud committed by Patriots for 
Progress IE PAC; Case number 2016~142, concerning possible absentee. ballot frand 
committed by the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC; and Case number 
2016-166, voter fraud allegations and possible false statements to affect election outcome 
allegedly perpetrated by McCrae Dowless. ‘fhe above cases are related investigations 
originating in Bladen County and opened by the NCSBE in November 2016. 


Bladen County has a troubled history of political groups exploiting the use of 
absentee ballots in an effort to skew support for a specific candidate or group of 
candidates. Indeed, as a local elected official myself, I have had numerous encounters 
with various such groups, some of whom are the’subject of the above stated cases. These 
groups package the anticipated ability to garner absentee ballots as.a commodity to be 

rokered. As a candidate, I have never engaged the services of any group to get out the 

vote (GOTYV) and as District Attorney I have been outspoken in. my criticism of their 
efforts. In fact, I sponsored a voter information meeting at the Bladen County Courthouse 
in 2012, together with Gary Bartlett, then Executive Director of the NCSBE. The purpose 
of the meeting was to educate the public about the appropriate procedures to follow in the 

* gollection of absentee ballots. At that time, representatives from both of the above named 
groups were in attendance. Sadly, it appears that these groups have failed to heed our 
advice. 


During my election run for District Attorney in 2010, a local media outlet 
WWAY ran a story featuring Mr. McCrae Dowiess’ effort to get out the vote for the 
benefit of my opponent, Harold (Butch) Pope. Moreover, on the other side of the political 
aisle, the Bladen Improvement Society was rumored to have packaged a considerable 
number of votes in favor of my opponent Rex Gore, in the 2006 election for District 
Attomey. In short, given my personal history with both of these groups in general, and 
Mr. Dowless in pacticular, I perceive a conflict of interest in ny office handling this 
perspective litigation. 
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5 As you are aware, case number 2016-166 involving Mr. McCrae Dowless alleges 

criminal behavior which occumed in. Wake County. Accordingly, District Atomey Lorin 

f ) ” Freeman has jurisdiction over that matter. Given the interlocking nature of these cases, 
coupled with the fact of District Attorney Freeman‘s concurrent jurisdiction, and 
considering my perceived conflict, I feel it appropriate for her office to handle ail of thesé 
matters. I have previously discussed this situation with. District Attomiey Freeman and she 
is prepared to accept responsibility for all of these cases. 


| By copy of this letter, I am requesting that you report directly to District Attorney 
Freeman and allow her to handle all of these matters. Please do not hesitate to contact me 
if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you in advance for your commitment to 
érsuré the integrity of the voting process in Bladen County by holding any wrongdoers 
accountable. 


Sincerely, 


Jon David 
District Attomey 
13" Prosecutorial District 


ce: District Attomey Lorrin Freeman 
ec: NCSBE Director Kim Strack 
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NCSBE 
Case # 2016-142 
BLADEN COUNTY IMPROVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION PAC 
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 
General Election 
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jynthia Shaw 
eA A SE 
srom: Fleming, Joary <JoanFleming@nesbe.gay> 
sent: ‘Tuesday, November 01.2016 415 PM 
fo: Cynthia: Shaw i 
Subject: : RE: ABS ballot Investigation . . 
Cynthia, 


After discussing this matter with Veronica, we both agree that concerning the absentee ballots containing suspicious 
handwriting associated with write-in votes, that you and your staff should copy the associated ballot coritainer erivelopes * 
and scan them into send to mein Raleigh so that we can begin looking intethis, Ofcourse, we do not want you to. copy or 
send any of the acti ballots in question. We will make a trip to Bladen‘County as'soon after Eléction Day as possible to 
review the ballots that are at issue and.make-a plan of action based upon that review and our review of the envelop 
containers. Please handle and store:the original ballot containers.in your normal fashion. Please process al! absentee 
ballots in your normal fashion and let us know if you have any additional issues or questions. 


Joan 


Joan M. Fleming, CFE/Chief investigator 
North Carolina State Board of Elections 
“41-N. Harrington Street 
ost Office Box 27255 
leigh, NC 27614 
919,715.1792 office | 949.715.0135 fax S 
www. nesbegov 





_ Re: Absentee Ballot Irregularities & 
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Brian Hehl 

PO Box 592. 
Dublin NC 28332 
910-876-1579 

2 November 2016 


Joan Fleming 
NCSBOE 


Dear. Mrs, Fleming: 


At your direction from the previous etna in regards to absentee ballot irregularities, we 


reviewed those ballots and envelopes, and separated them te be photocopled, Due'to a possible missed ” 


ballot and or vote; the absentee machine wes zeraed and all absentees from 10-18-16 were processed 
‘through the voting machine again, While Chairman Ludlum and Secretary Danfel ran the ballots. 
through, Director Shaw and { separated out the envelopes for those that had write-in votes. We did this 
by matching the ballots from the outstack bln to the envelopes, after Ludlum and Daniels put them 
through the machine, We were In direct view of both operations so that all members could see both 
processes for oversight. During thet separation, there were several handwriting patterns that were 
overtly similar. Furthermore, those handwriting patterns were specific to certain names onthe 
envelopes. By the end of the sorting process, I could determine the name on the envelope with avery 
high. degree of acctracy, just by seeing the handwriting on the ballot, Of these names, two stood out. 
One Is Patricia Cogdell, and’the other ls Deborah Monroe. -fam in no way a handwriting expert, but 
some of the characters in the handwriting on the ballots appear to be similar in morphology to her 
signature. ‘With Deborah Monroe, her handwriting has a slant that looks te be written feft handed, The 
tops of the letters lean towards the Jeft, while the voters” signatures generally lean to the right. 
However, on the ballots, the write-in names fean similar to Monroe's signatures. After reviewing those 
ballots, Ido not recall seeing any of them with written documentation thet they actually assisted the 
voters, only that they witnessed the vaters fliling in the ballots. We have not done any other ballots due 
to the time consuming process on 4 November, 2016. We, asa board have agreed to finish the. 
absentee ballots on Monday before the election, At that time, we can, if you wish, look at more 
envelopes and ballots, but with the ones found on 4 November, | believe there aré an overwhelming 
number of occurrences already, to review and investigate. If you have any questions whatsoever, please 
feel free to contact me. 


Sincerely: 
James Brian Hehi Ss # 


Member, Bladen County Board of Elections 





14.0f 278 








Exhibit 2.2.2.1 15 of 278 


NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number: 2016-142 

Snvestigator(s): Joan Fleming/Marshail Tutor 

Document: Interview of Michael Cogdell, 11/14/2016 
County(s): Bladen County 


Subject(s): Biaden County Improvernent Association PAC 
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 General Election 


On 11/14/2016, Michael Cogdell, NNN953; residing = 


was contacted for an interview. After being advised af the identity of the interviewing 
officials and the purpose of the interview, Cogdell provided the following information: 


Cogdell was shown a copy ofan absentee ballot container envelope corresponding to voter Dwight Dale 
Campbell which was witnessed by Cogdell and Joyce Campbell. Cogdell acknowledged that the 
signature on one of the witness lines was his signature. He stated that Dwight Campbell’s mother, Joyce 
Campbell, asked him to witness her son’s signature on his absentee balfot. Cogdeil stated that Owight 
Campbell was.present and he agreec to sign his absentee ballot container énvelopa as a witness. Joyce 
Carnpbel!'signed as. the second witness. 


Cogdell was informed:that itis a violation of North Carolina election law for a candidate to assist'a' voter 
by signing as a witness to their absentee ballot. Cogdell stated that he was not aware of the law 
pertaining to candidates assisting with absentee ballots and he advised that if that is the case he had 
made an error that did not stem from malice or intent to harm anyone. He advised that he would 
comply with the law‘in the future. 


Cogdell-stated that his wife, Barbara Cogdell, also assisted several voters with thelr absentee ballots. He 
advised that Barbara Cogdell and Joyce Campbell are cousins, and they are considered “family.” He 
provided a.celiphone number for Barbara which is| 


Concerning assistance given to voters-with a write-in vote for candidate cece! stated 
that he believes that if any law was violated, it was done so inadvertently by associates of the Bladen 
County Improvernent Association (BCIA), of which he is a member. He’stated the BCIA is made up of a 
group of voters.whose interest is to:push an agenda that promotes minority representation in, 
government. As such, the BCIA conducts voter drives at churches and tries to reach “shut-ins”- who may 
not otherwise have ari opportunity to vote. He advised that the BCIA uses “witness tears” and will 
sometimes leave-voters with a list of telephone numbers of volunteers they can call for assistance with 
their absentee ballot. He stated the BCIA follows rules-and recognizes that assistance can onily be 
provided if the voter asks for their assistance. He stated they are “hands off” with the ballots after 
serving as witnesses. 
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Cogdell advised tha {EEE missed the filing deadline for candidates and consequently he ren 
as a.“write-in” candidate. His candidacy was supported by the BCIA and voting for’ H.:; 
presented as an option to voters contacted by the BCIA. 


Cogdell made reference to training that he and others received from an employee of the State Board, 
identified as Lee Cooley, who instructed that if a person asked for assistance with their ballot, then 
assistance.could be provided. Cogdell was under the impression that the only time an individual who 
provided assistance had to sign the assistance attestation, was when that individual assisted the person 
in voting their ballot by marking the circles associated with candidates chosen by the voter.. He stated 
that his understanding of the situation concerning assistance with the write-in candidate, is that several 
voters were agreeable to voting for [EEEbut were not familiar with his name and therefore 
preferred that the BCIA volunteer filled in his name on the write-in line. of the ballot. He’ noted that 
some voters have poor handwriting or can’t spell, or have shaky hands, and therefore welcomed the 
assistance given in writing EEbame. Cogdell stated that it was his understanding that filling out 
the assistance section of the ballot envelope was for voters who were completely incapacitated, and: 
could not physically complete any parts of the ballot without help. In any case, it was not his 
understanding that BCIA workers were providing routine assistance in selecting and. marking voting 
choices for voters. Therefore, they cid not believe the assistance attestation applied. 





Cogdell stated he wished to provide background on an unrelated complaint that was forwarded to the 
Bladen County. Board of Elections {BCBOE) by Linda Johnson-Baldwin. He stated he was home one 
evening and received a call from Dorothy Johnson who wanted Cogdell to know about a situation 
involving Baldwin and:someone who had taken her absentee ballot and who had not returned the ballot 
as promised. Cogdell contacted Baldwin by telephone and she confirmed that a male individual, 
identified as “Josh,” had collected her ballot and had not returned it to her after promising that he 
would. Baldwin said that Josh had come by her house to see if she wanted to vote absentee in the 
upcoming election. Josh was purportedly working his way through college and was being paid-to solicit 
voters by an unknown person. Baldwin felt that she wanted to help himand she told Cogdell that her 
sons went to.school with Josh and knew him. Three or four days efter she applied for absentee ballots 
for herself and children, Josh came by to assist with the ballots. Baldwin toid Cogdell that Josh 
indicated that his “boss” wanted him to push voters to vote for candidate Ray Britt, and that Josh was 
upset. with her when she 'told him “no.” He told Baldwin that he needed to'take her and her sons ballots 
into his possession so that he could bring them to his boss so he could get paid for hiswork. Baldwin 
allowed Josh to take-the ballots, birt told him she wanted them back after he showed them to his boss. 
She told Cogdell that she had no telephone to reach Josh and was worried because she wanted to vote 
in the election. Baldwin asked Cogdeil what she'should do and he recommiended that she file a written 
complaint with the BCBOE, which she did on or about 10/4/2015. Cogdell and Dorothy johnson 
assisted Baldwin in making her complaint by going to the BCBOE and'speaking with-the Director, Cynthia 
Shaw. Shaw told them she didn’t know who “Josh” was but she would “cancel” the ballots if they 
arrived at the BCBOE. 


Cogdell stated that efter about one week he called to ask if Baldwin had voted. She told him she had: 
She subsequently informed Cogdell that “Josh” had re-appeared at her residence with her and her sons” 
ballots in hand, and a letter of apology. When he asked if anyone from the BCBOE had called her she 





Exhibit 2.2.2.1 17 of 278 


told him they had-not. Cogdelf made copies of the ballot envelopes that were returned to Baldwin by 
Josh. Cogdell informed Horace Munn, President of the Bladen County Improvement Association, who 
contacted the State Board. 


Cogdell stated it seems fair to say that “Josh” was. pushing.an opposing candidate to Cogdell in that Ray 
Britt was also running for town council. Cogdell noted that Horace Munn and McCrae. Dowless {who is 
associated with an opposing PAC) “used to be friends.” Cogdell advised he is not familiar with either of 
the witnesses indicated on Baldwin’s abseritee envelope, who’ are identified as “Caitlyn Croom” and 
“Matthew Matthis.” 


Copies of relevant voter documents (except far the ballot) are attached to this.report. 


2016-142/Active 


ot Exhibit 2.2.2.1 


BLADEN COUNTY 


















Envelope must be signed by the voter and in the 
presence of two {2) witnesses (or one nolary- 
public). Witnesses must also sign and provide 





2 wget DALE cAMPOELL. 
‘+ 333 BOOKER T WASHINGTON SCHOOL RO 
- CLARKTON, NC 28433 





DEM - BLADEN COUNTY 


their complete address. 
ER’ 


con ‘his application, thai alt inorrnallon represented is comrect, and that I arm entitled to vote in this election. 
if 1am an Unaffifieted voter voting in x primary election, 1 am voting in the Party Primacy: indicated: 
(DEM) (REP) or (EIB). If the party indicated is (UNA), Lam voting a nonpartisan ballot, 


cecify that Iara making application for an absentee ballot, and that marked the ballot exclosed herein (or 
twas marked for me in my presente and according fo my inslructions) in the presence of two tvitnecses: 
who are at least 18 years of age and who are not disqualified by taw to witness the casting of my absentee 


ee 


Ballot: GOG4: 

DALE CAMPBELL 
PCTAVTD:P25/P25 Muni: 
11/08/2018 - GENERAL 








BOARD APPROVAL: 
OCT 18 2016 


ceitification. 





x 





1 realy har Tan at leet 18 years of ege and.ara not disqualified by GS. 163- 
226.3(€)(4) or GS. 163-237{b1) to assist this voter in masking or Wileessing the 
casting of his/ner absentee ballot, and in my presence, the voter marked the: 
enclosed ballot, or caused it to be marked in hivher presertse according to hishher 
fos jon, asid signed this absentec application and certificate, 


bic 


ee ODI ee 


Witness Succt Aditoss (Requbed 


Tyamiodiv-leww VOC 2Y3s7 


Witnessiil City, State, Zio Requinas 





sRaquired 


Bop) (VE ADL 


ae ade ie Requires) 


Jn the event that 2 Second Primacy (or Runoft Election) my 
signature below, I request that.an absentee application and ballot be issued (0 
me-end mailed to meat the address. given below. 


x 


‘Bigeatare of Velen (PapplicBied 





i. cexify that Fasised tie vote a marking his or herbaliot according his Gr herindructon coe 
assisted the voter iu igaing this certificate bocauve the yoter i anable tq cpaaplete andlor sign this 


‘Sigaaiue of Person Assisting Voter 





“Winnc of Pesoa Assisting Vets (Wapplcaile) — Sampath Sar 





1 céctify that Tam at least 18 years of age and am iiot disqualified by G18, 163~ 
22BAEXS) oF GS. 163-2371) to assist this voter in marking or witnessing the, 
vasting of bisher absentee ballot. On the. day of 


20. the voter: 


Print Voters Narae 


personally appeared before me, was positively identified, and'in my presence, marked 
the enclosed ballot, or caused itto be marked in his of ber presence according tohis or 
ner instruction, and signed this absentee application and centificate, 


x 
Sigretne of Notary Public 


My Comoission Eiges 





‘Due to-continue or epected Ines or ity, 

ree for bsenne tats fx any ofherelotions to betel this ca 
which Lam eligible topartiipate. . 

x 

Sigesnae of Vor Coppa) 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number: 2016-142 
Investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Marshall Tutor 


Document: Interview of Barbara J..Cogdell, 11/14/2015 
County(s): Bladen‘County 
Subject(s): Bladen County Improvement Association PAC 


Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 Genérai Election 


On 11/14/2016, Barbara J. Cogdell, DOB /1950, residing a 


was contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the 
interviewing officials and the purpose of the interview, Cogdell provided the following information: 


Cogdell acknowledged that she participated in a get-out-the-vote (GOTV) absentee ballot drive, 
sponsored by the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC (BCIA) in-advance of the 2016 general 
election. 


Cogdell was shown a copy of an absentee ballot container envelope corresponding to voter Samuel Lee 
MeNair, Jr., which was withessed by Cogdell twe times, with no other witness appearing, Cogdell 
acknowledged that the signatures on two witness lines were her signatures. She stated she did not 
know why she signed as a witness twice on McNair’s ballot envelope, but shé speculated that likely was 
distracted, talking to people, and did not realize that she witnessed the ballot twice. 


Concerning another ABS ballot application associated with voter Dorthe Ann Shipman, Cogdell again 
signed twice, but then appeared to have.crossed through her first signature replacing it with the name: 
Stephen Cogdell. Cogdell identified Stephen Cogdeil as her son. She stated that her son was with her 
when she met with Shipman and she and her son signed the ballot container envelope in Shipman’s 
presence. [Investigator’s Note: The signature of Stephen Cogdell appears to be identical handwriting to 
that of Barbara Cogdell.] 


Cogdell stated that she sometimes worked with Mary-Johnson who was.also a GOTV volunteer for the 
BCA. 


In addition to assisting voters:vote by absentee ballot in their homes, Cogdell also stated she assisted 
other voters by bringing them to the polls. 


2016-142/Active 


BLADEN COUNTY 
ABSENTEE APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE S 
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® COPY 











} Envelope must be signed bicthe Voter and inthe presence 


Ott (2) vatnesses for ont. notacyspubdlic). } 
wana eto oad 











SAMUEL LEE MCNAIR JR. 
8t}0 GHICKENFOOT RD 
ST. PAULS, NC 28384 , 


their complote adétess. 


I dohereby costly that Tau: x duly quailfiod voies, registered as an efilane of the political pity indicated 
on this application, that all iafoamation -epresented % exstect, and that Tam entitled to vote in this election. 


TEX am en Unofiliated voter yoting in 2 primery clection, Yam voting-in the Party Primary indicated: 
(DEM) REP) o¢ (LIB), the party indicted is (UNA), Lam voling a noapatisen ballot. 


Lcestifythat tam making applications for an sbsenter ballot, and that f marked the bailot enclosed herein (or 


itwes marked for me in my p 





and eeconding to my instructions) in the preseace of two witnesses. 


who ave at least 18 yours of age and who exe not disqualified by lew to Witness the casting of my absentes, 


HE 





sug 


= MONAIR OS 
Pon : IRUR 
Tuogr2e%6 = GENERAL, 


PROVAL: 
x Sone 






HP 





SSSA AOR SERIO 








ERG ESS) 





certify that Tessisted the votre in niacking his or her ballot accordhiig to his or her instraction andfar I 
S essisted the voter in sigting this cerdiicele because the woteris unable to complete and/or sign this 











EA ae 
‘Wins of Penoa Aniing Yoo GPappizobie) ‘Rairexs of Peon Aasiaing Veter 
x Pong 
‘Sigmar of 7ason ASiting Wir Pate 
Be ATE ROTA TASS 
ag ba fen atest yo Prgeen not disquaibed by GS. 163- = 


263G@)(4) or GS. 163-237(6]) to assist this voter in marking or witressing the 
sting of hisher absentee ballot, and. in my presence, the voter. mecked the 
aciosed ballot, orcaused it to be marked in his/her presence 2ccording to hisher 
sttuction, and signed this ebsentes application and certificate. 






Ses A em eau 


2990 2 


PP Paes anen 


“aneselft City, Stam, Zip Raq 








Teceatify that Tem at keast 18 yoars of age end ane not disqualified by GS, 16 

2263(2NG) o GS. 18-2373) to assist this voret fn merking.or winessing the 

casiog of hisher abcentec ballot On - the ay of - 
20, the vor, 





Bont Voters Name 


Ly appeared before man, was positively identified, end in my piesénce, mated 
the encloséd ballot, or cased if to be marked in bis or her presence acconding to his or 
her iastrnction, ond signed this absentee application and castificste. 


= 


‘Sigriane of Nomay POE 








name below 1 request it 20 an atseue 200 
ne and mailed to me at the aidcess giver below. 


& 


Sienanuse of Voter (Papper 








or expected 
xequest for absentee ballots for any other elections to be held this ssaleadot year i 
which Lam eligiblete patticinete. 


x 
‘Signi of Vers Geappacaoe) 
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ee? ORs ea ee ae eee 





= 





RDS OR 





-sesunpsigned by the woler andi ine presence 
ro2 sgh wllnesses (¢ rons notery public). ! 
seis mast also Sigh and ORAS TST completa adeross, 












BORTHEANN SHIPMAN, ‘ 
511, TALL OAKS OR#D iy that Tam a duly quelificd voter, weghicrel es an affltiof te p political pity 
ELIZABETHTOWN, NC 28337 é on this appfication, that all information represented is cosrect, and that Yam entitled to vote, 

: TfL am an Unofifiated voter voting ia 2 primary election, I ant voting in.the Party Primary indicat 
DEM ~ BLADEN COUNTY § DEMO (REE) oc4D). Ih gepeny cated s (UNA) fem voting a ncmparisn ba 


i Toextify that Tam making application for an absentec ballot, and that I marked the ballot nclosad herein 


# it wes masked for mec in my presence aud according to my jasructions) in the presence of two witnes 
‘who are at Teast 18 years of ape and wito ere not disqualihed by law to witness the costing of my ebsen 


pees _F Aen IT 






eg ne 

Ballo. GOS 
DORTHE ANN SHIPMAN 
POTATE:PSOUPSOZ ‘Munk 59, 
431082016 - GENERAL 


ERS OW ASSISTING VOTER ESP Hien eles | 
lope Ale acne or hecbailot eccording to hits or htr instraction andlor J 
EE eSsisted the voter in signing this cedificete becanse-the voters wable.to complete andlor sign this 


Vame st Penman Assuting Ver Gtappiabl) —«—«AddaasofPecen Gig Veize 






Tostily that Jam at east 1 years oF age nc era. not Gsqualied by GS. 153- 

226:3(a)(4) oF CS. 163-237(61) to exsist this vote= ia marking or witnessing the 
of histher ebseatée ballot, and ‘the voter marked the 

Secon alot or enue te ace fa ther esos econ ober ee eee maromny st 

josmoess Sake rcatiog end once or to assist this Voter. in Wise 
Fee ee ee ees casing of bisher absenice allot’ On the 

20, , the voter: 





Conaty of, 















“Wien ein A C, a Pana oreo Nae 


Wittess ht Digs Sais Ze a persafidlly: appeared befbre ms, was positively identified, and in iny presence, mia 
P the exciosed ballot, or caused it to be meried in bis or her presence acconiing lo h 
her insiuetion,zad signed this cheentec epplication and carttfcale. 


x 


> ‘Sigssna of Notay Public 


ie isi ae 3 
Uren, Dd. ACES 
i ade Zip (Required) Hy Commision Epis 


Baden, fa 
















{in the event That ‘2 Seobad Primary (or Ranoft Becion) i call, with my. sobility, ppiieaton & 
Signature below, request that aa ebsentes appication end ballot be Buedio Request fer absenive balloss fer any other elections to bs Hild this calendar year 
ine and riled tome. the address given below. which Tam eligib'e toperticipate. 

x x 


‘Sipanare of Vast Crappie) ‘Siguakire of Voie Gfapphcaile) 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number: 2026-142 
Investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Marshall Tutor 


Document: Interview of Deborah Monroe, 13/17/2015 
County(s}: Bladen County 
Subject(s}: Bladen County tmprovement Association PAC 


Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2026 General Election 


On a Deborah a DOB §/1959, residing 2 


was contacted for an interview at her residence. After being advised of 
the identity of the interviewing officials and the purpose of the interview, Monroe provided the 
following information: 


Monroe stated that she worked onan absentee ballot voter drive effort associated with the Bladen 
County Improvement Association PAC (BCIA) asa paid volunteer prior to the November 2016 general 
election. She-denied being a “member” of the BCIA PAC and seid she was simply assisting the 
organization by trying to help “get-out-the-vote.” ‘She advised the purpose of the voter drive-.effort was 
“helping people with ballots” and she stated that she and others would “ask if we could come back and 
help” with their ballot. 


Monroe stated that her group was supporting a “straight Democratic ticket” and-as such, she made it 
clear that she supported voting for Democratic candidates that appeared ona sample ballot that she 
would show to voters. However, she stressed that she informed voters that although she was 
supporting those candidates, the voter could vote for whomever they wanted, including Republican 
candidates, and that her organization could not tell avoter how to vote, nor did they have to vote-a 
straight Democratic ticket. 


Monroe advised that one of the candidates that the BCIA was supporting was a write-in candidate-for 
Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor, identified as Franklin Graham. She would inform 
voters:“we have a write-in candidate whois Franklin Graham” and wouid tell the voter “you can vote for 
him if you want to.” She'stated she would tell the voter, “we can’t tell. you how to vote — if you want. 
him you can vote for him, or not - it’s up to you.” 


Monroe noted that several voters asked if Monroe.could assist then by writing Graham’s name on their 
ballot. She stated she would agree to help write Graham’s name, but informed the voters that they had 
to “bubble in” the circle beside the write-in because she could not do that. She was adamant that she 
never filled in the bubble because she understood the voter had to do that. She stated that if they failed 
to fill in the: bubbie, her understanding was that their vote would not count. Monroe stated that some 
of the voters they encountered were unable to read or write, or were visually or physically impaired, 
such that they needed assistance.with the writing Frenklin Graham's name on their ballot. She noted 
that some were “young, new voters” who “didn’t know how to vote.” 
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Monroe denied being aware: of the need to sign the “certification of person assisting voter” contained 
on the absentee ballot container envelope. She noted that the voters filled in their own “circles” 
indicating who they wanted to vote for, and: Monroe believed that in doing so-they were voting their 
own baliot~ including when, they filled in the bubble next to Franklin Graham’s name. Monroé noted 
that in instances where she has been asked to provide assistance to voters at the-polls, she has. never 
been asked Lo sign-any paper. She noted that at times, she has hadto help very elderly people fill in the 
circles next to thei cholées, because they are unable to do so for themselves. She stated that if they 
asked for help, assistance was given. She reiterated that there was no.requirement to sign anything at 
the polls. 


Monroe stated that when-she and others working for the BCIA went to voter's residences there were 
sometimes other family members or friends who could serve as witnesses for the voter and'on those 
occasions, Monroe would not need toserve as a witness, 


Moriroe stated that she has been involved in voter drives for “5 or 6 years” and has always.assisted 
people inthe same manner as described above. She was not certain if she had ever assisted with a 
write-in candidate in a previous election, but she had assisted with absentee ballots as a:witness. 


Monroe stated she was only paid a small amount of money for her work which covered expenses for 
gas. She opined thet more effort should be spent investigating people who are “getting peid and 
abusing people.” She was-aware of allegations circulating on Facebook that she and others had-done 
something wrong in the way they conducted the voter drive. She noted the allegations included that 
she or others had intentionally disguised their handwriting when filling in the write-in candidate's name, 
by writing with their weak hand. Monroe denied the allegation, stating she had “no reason” to.disguise 
her.handwriting. Monroe stated she has had carpal tunnel surgery on her eft hand and that she has 
always printed “from Kindergarten to.11™ grade.” 


When shown some ballots containing printing believed to.be Monroe's printing of-write-in candidate 
Franklin Graham’s name, Monroe did nat deny that she did print Graham’s nameé.on several ballots to 


assist voters. She denied that any of the writing of Graham's name in “cursive” -was hers. 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case. Number: 2016-142 

Investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Marshalt Tutor 

Document: Interview of Jannie Mae Smith, 11/16/2016 
County(s}: Bladen County 


Subject(s): Bladen Couniy Improvement Association PAC 
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 General Election 


On 11/16/2016, Jannie Mee Smith, DORI 1948, residing ai 
wes contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the 
interviewing officials and the purpose of the interview, Smith provided the following information: 


Smith recalled applying for an absentee ballot request form for the November 2016 general election and 
that the ballot came to her residence. 


Smith was shown copies of her “Bladen County Absentee Application and Certificate” and her 
corresponding ballot. She confirmed that the signature displayed on the “voter's certification” was her 
signature and added that she typically votes by absentee ballot. She advised that she was alone when 
she voted her ballot and signed the envelope and there were no witnesses present. 


‘Smith stated that she does not know Deborah Monroe or Lola Wooten and neither were present when 
she signed her ballot. Smith was unable to explain how their signatures Came to appear on her 
absentee application. She doesnot os did not know how his name got on her 
ballot. Smith had no recollection. of a write-in vote and she said the handwriting on the ballot is riot her 


handwriting. 


Smith claimed that after voting her ballot and placing it in the envelope, she sealed the envelope and 
gave it to her sister to-mail to the Bladen County Board of Elections. 


Smith had no logical explanation'as to how Wooten and Monroe obtained her ballot to sign as witnesses 
orhow He 2: came to be written on her ballot if they were not present when she 
signed her ballot. As such, the credibility of the information provided by Smith is.considered 
questionable. Smith did not offer any additional information of value. 


Copies of relevant voter documents (excapt for the ballot) aré attached to this report. 
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Zi BLADEN COUNTY 
ABSENTEE APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE 

















T Envelope must be signed by the Voler and in the presence 
of eo (2) wittesses (or one notary-pubite). | 
Witeessas must also sign and provid Ihekr compe address, 

























JANE MAE SMITH ~ 


5809 MERGER MILUBROWN'MARSH RD. 
GLARKTON, NC 26433 





bt I do hemby certify hist Ione & dily qualified votes, sgisteed os on oiliGste of'daa political party indented 
— on this application, that all information represented is.correct, and thal Tam entitled to vote in this'election. 
f JF Lam an Unofiliied voter voting, in a primany election, J am veting in the Party Primary indicated; 
| {F DEN) (REP) or (LIB). If the party indicated is (UNA), Lem voting a nonpartisan ballot 

DEM ~ BLADEN COUNTY 4 
§ Lcestify that fam srekiog application Sor an absentee ballot, aid that Imaiked the ballot eaclesed herein (or 
it was matked for me in my presence and accotding to my instructions) in the presence of hwo witnesses 
who are at least 18 years of age and Who are not disqualified by. Jaw to Witness the casting of my absentee 
ballot, 


x (o-F-¢ 


"Signature of Vorer (Requiveus . Date 


B 








Wasis comecion (i applica ley 


TION OF RERSONACSISTING VOTERS) : 
'F Toxctify that Tessisted the voter in marking his or her ballot according to his Se mcaeaen 


assisted the voter in signing this certificate because the yoter is unable to complete and/or sign this 
certification. 











5 i “Wane of Pectoo Axsiding Voter Gfapplicabie) "Address of Person Assitting Voter 
5 i ‘Signanizy of Peron Assisting Voter ‘Date 


State of, County of. 





Teerfy that Yam a lat 8 ye of ago =n am not agalifd by. 153- 
226(aMA) or G8, 163-237(61) fo assist this voter in marking or wituessiny tie 
See Malar es ceetat te hecnaked bier ecnceosecioee hhc: Lsetity tht Lam at bast 18 yeas of ége and sim not chsqalified by GS. 165 


: i ; aa . 2263(@NA) oF G:S..163-237(b1) to assist this voter in aawking oF witnessing the 
I» ct Ne. ” a 
ime Byres ened Os ee eee : casting of isher absentee” ballot. On ‘the _ tay of 
28 the Voter 
Ref A A Speen eres 
Wdess #1 & Reaired iw 
£D Doerr SS : 
Witasss fi Sue Addhegs (Roqurayy Pant Vers Nae 
le 3 ; 
Witness al City, Site. Zip @equisaly personally appeared beforeme, was positively identified, and in my presence, naked 











the enclosed ballot, or eased itto be marked in bis or her presence according to bis. or 
her instruction; and signed this absentee application ond certificate, 


XDEGOLA Mordoe. x = os ; 
“Witness #2 Signatur ie ‘Sigmsture of Notary Public 
ie era ae Waveho’ a 3 as ‘ 

aS as ages : 
Counc) Neo 2eUILL a : i 


“Wiiness 82 City, Shite, Zip (Require) 








ne event that a Sorond Poany (or Runolf Election) & calcd oH ay ‘Due tecontined or expected illness or disability, I request that this application bea 


signature below, Fréquest that an absontés application and ballot beissued'to —reatiest for absentee ballots for any other clectiéns to be held this calender yeat in 
imeand mailed to meat the address given delore. which Iam eligibic to participate. 
x 





‘Signatur of Voter Gfapplicable) ‘Sigoatae of Wetec applicable) 





Exhibit 2.2.2.1 26 of 278 


NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number: 2016-142 

Investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Marshall Tutor 
Document: Interview of Satin Pridgen, 11/16/2016 
County(s): Bladen County 


Subject(s): Bladen County Improvement Association PAC 
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 21/08/2016 Generel Election 


On 14/16/2016, Satin Danesha Pridgen, DOB 1996, residing <1 
was contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the 
interviewing officials and the purpose of the interview, Pridgen provided the following information: 


Pridgen said that she recalled signing an absentee ballot request form for the November 2016 generat 
election and that the ballot came to her residence. 


Pridgen was shown copies of her “Bladen County Absentee Apglication and Certificate” and her 
corresponding ballot. She confirmed that the signature displayed on the “voter's certification” was her 
signature. She advised that she was alone when she signed it. and there were no witnesses present. 


Pridgen stated that she does not know and has never heard of Deborah Monroe or Lola Wooten and she 
had no recollection of either assisting her as witnesses with her ballot. She stated neither is related to 
her and she did not recall them signing her ballot envelope. Pridgen was unable to explain how their 
Signatures came to appear on her absentee application. 


Pridgen stated that she did not vote her ballot but she did sign the ballot container envelope. She 
stated that the ballot envelope was blank when she signed it. According to Pridgen, the ballot was also 
blank and did contain any handwriting indicating a write-in vote for anyone. She did not know who 
was and had no: knowledge as to how his name came to be written on her ballot. She 
stated the handwriting on the ballot was not hers. Pridgen denied putting her ballot in the mail and did 
not know who or how it was transmitted to the Bladen County BOE. She stated, “All| did was sign it.” 


Pridgen was extremely nervous and avoided eye contact with the investigators during the entire 
interview suggesting that she was possibly fearful and/or was giving less than candid answers. She had 
no logical explanation as to why she wou!d request her ballot and sign it but not fill it out or mail it in. 
She had no information as to how and where Wooten and Monroe obtained her ballot to sign as 
witnesses or how her ballot, which she stated she never voted, was placed in the mail. As such, the 
information provided by Pridgen was not considered credible and Pridgen was advised of same. Pridgen 
did not offer any additional information of value. 


Copies of relevant voter documents (except for the ballot) are attached to this report. 
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BLADEN COUNTY 

















} Envalops mual ba signed by the voter end in the, pens 
Of bu (2) witnesses (or one Aotary-puialic). i 
Wilae2s2e must also sign and Provilo hii complete adess 












SATIN OANESHA PRIDGEN 


ER do hereby certify ‘bat Zam 2 duly syatifed ‘voter; registered as.an affiliate. of the political: party indicated 
CLARKTON, No apg ON MARSH RD 


on this appficaGon, thatell information represented is correct, and that Tem entitled to vote in this election, 
If Lar an Uneffiliaied voter voting in’ a primary election, I am voting in the Party Prinmsy indicated: 
{DEM) (REP) or (LIB). Fe the party indicated is (UNA), Iain voting’a nonpartisan ballot, 


cectify that I am snaking application for'ea absentee ballot; and that I marked the ballot eactosed herein (or 
it was marked forme in ray’ prescace and according 10 my instrvclions) in, the presence of Lwo wituesses 
who are at least 18 years of'age und who are not disqualified by Taw to witness the casting of my absentee 














7 PreV ARSENTEE 


==. 


Fomine 
thon Pearse 












GR sation RERSANASSIS NE MOTER 


ty 
BOARD) APPROVAL. ited the voter in sing tis cantzatebeemae the voter is unble 0 audoadcraion this 


OCT 18 2018 









Juertify that Tam of lest 18 years of age and ‘am not dis«ualifed by GS. 163 
226-a)(a) of G.S. 163237001) to assit this voter in marking or wituessing the 
casting of his/her ebsentee ballot, end in niy presence, the voter marked the 
‘enclosed ballot, Or caused it to be marked in hisihes presence according lo his/her 
insteuction, and sigted this absentee application end certificate. 





certify that Tam at feast 18 yoare of age and 9m not dispuilified by GS. 163- 
226.3(@V4) or GS. 163-2701) to assist this voter in marking or witnessing the 


. he balk the day 
XDMMOUA, MoE eS ee ee 








“Witness ¥A Sigt 


Gy kde [hehehed Feb 


ere pee” 297 


“Witness #1 Ofty; State, Zip. 


Prini Voler's Name 





personally appeared beforemee, was positively identified, and in my presence, matked 
the enclosed ballot, or cansed itto be marked it.his or her presence according to bis or 


ba lhixXe— her jastraction, and signed this absentee application and certificate. 
ee 
ot x i 




















De ae Ye O ‘7, - ‘Signature of Notary Pebhie 
wcehiza BELA MLLSSS7_ 
‘Wittess #2 City; Stata, Zip (Requiced) 









eRe 2 
i the eveat that a Second Pamary (or Rumolt Blestion) ie called, wilh my Teegueat a Gis sppleatonbea 
siguature below, I request that an absentee application and ballot befssued io request for absentee ballois for any ovher elections to be held this calendar yedr in 
meandmailed to me at the addeess given below. which f ameligibietoparicipate. 

= E i x 

‘Signatune of voles (eppucable} ‘Signature of Vourr Gi applicable) 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number: 2016-142 

Investigator(s): Joan Fleming 

Document: Interview of Judy Ann Frederick, 11/23/2016 
County{s}: Bladen County 


Subject(s): Bladen.County Improvement Association PAC 
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud ~ 11/08/2016 General Election 


On 11/28/2016, Judy Ann Frederick, DO8 g/1954, residing 21 
Sa was contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the 
interviewing official and the purpose of the interview, Frederick provided the following information: 


Frederick was shown copies of her“Bladen County Absentee Application and Certificate” and her 
corresponding ballot. She confirmed that the signature displayed on the “voter's certification” was her 
signature, 


Frederick advised that she knows both Deborah Monroe and Lola Wooten and she recalled that they 
assisted:her as witnesses with her ballot. 


When asked to explain what kind of.assistance Wooten provided, Frederick claimed that she (Frederick) 
“voted her own ballot.” However, she stated she did not print the write-in vote for EN on 
her ballot and she does not know who [EEE is. After reviewing the choices made.on her 
ballot she stated that she is “ok” with her voted ballot.. it was noted by the writer that Frederick.did not 
appear to recognize any of the.names on the ballot except for one of the presidential candidates. 


Frederik appeared to be 


Frederick did not indicate that Wooten or Monroe took possession of her voted ballot. 


Copies of relevant voter documents {except for the ballot) are attached to this report. 
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Envelope must be signed by the voter and in the 
Presence of two (2) witnesses (or one notery- 
public), Witnesses must also ’sign and provide 
iheir complete address. 
CE 





‘JUbYA 

ANN FREDERICN VOTE ir 2 Z 

ae EMCKAY ST'#2D I do hereby certify that am a duly qualified voter, registered as an. affiliete of the political party indicated 

EUZABETHTOWN, NC 28337 ‘on this application, that all:information represented is correct, anid that Tamt entitled to vote in. this election: 
IE am gn Unofitiated voter Voting in'a primary clection, 1 am voting in the Party Pmary indicated: 

(DEM) (REP) or (LAR), IF the party indicated is (UNA), Lom voting a nonpartisan baflot, 























DEM - BLADEN CounTY 


| Cecrtify that 1am making application for an ebsentee ballot, ard that Y marked the ballot enclosed heret (or 
_} ‘tyes marked for me in my presence and according to my iastrvtlons) In te presence of to witnesses 


who-are at least 18 years. of age and who are nol disqualified by law to witness the casting of my absentee 
H As — 
Balok. Go03 g Date 


baliat. 
IN FREDERICK 
PCTAVTD:-PS02/P 562 Muni; 50 
11/08/2016 - GENERAL : 





fazan Correction {Wayplile) 





excreta pe seetirassearets mens rise? 
RTE SRS ONBSSISTING VOTER UES PHIESHIE): 
= I costify thet L essisted the voter in marking his or her ballet according to his or her instruction and/or 


assisted the yotcr in signing this certificate because the yoicris unabicto complete anVor sign this 
certification. 








“Name of Pasion Assitting Voter (applicable ‘Address af Person Assisting Voter 


x 


‘Sigauire of Person Asetsiing Wore 











eaaieee FiEATION H ACBRTIRIGA’ 
Huu URLS ines wean 
Teertify that T om-at least 18 years of ege and-am not disqualified by G.S. 163-- — gtgto of + County of 


226.3(@)(4) or’ GS, 163-237(b!) to assist this voter in masking or witwessing the 
casting of hisfher sbsentée ballot, and in my presence, the voter matked the 











i comtify Utot J om at feast 48 years of ege and am not disqualified by GS, 163- 
22EA(AI(A} of GS. 163-237(b1} to assist this voter in marking or witnessing the 
casting of hivher absentee ballot. On the . tay of 


20. , the voter: ~ 





Print Voter's Naroc 
Witness Hl Ciy, Slate, Zip (Requted} personally appeared before mic, was positively identified, and in my presence, marked 
the enclosed ballot, or caused it to be marked in his orher presence according to his or 
‘her tastruction, and signed this absentee application dod-certificate, 


XMegotayy. Mow Woe x 


Witness £2 Signatute (Requized) ‘Signature of Notary Public 


Y\ Chive VWootewer “ct 


Witness #2 Streat Address (Required) 
Geena hy N-S. ARYDH 


Witness RE Gly, States Bip (Rrquived) Wy Commission Expires 








SE Be 
\@ to continzed or expected 


ny : ; is application 
signature below, J request that an absentee. application and ballot beissuedte request for ebsemiee ballots for any other elections to be held this calendar year’ in 
_ fu and mailed to me at the addres given below. which Lam eligible te participate. 

x x 





‘Sienatuce of Voter Grapplicasie) ‘Signature of Voler (Eappiiesbioy 
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NCSBE Report of investigation 


Case Number: 2016-142 

Investigator(s): Joan Fleming 

Document: Interview of Sue Smith Mctaurin, 11/28/2916 
County(s): Bladen County 


Subject(s): Bladen County Improvement Association PAC 
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 General Election 


On 11/28/2016, Sue Smith McLaurin, DOB EF 1955, residing i 


was contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the 
interviewing official and the purpose of the interview, McLaurin provided the-following information: 


McLaurin was shown copies of her “Bladen County Absentee Application and Certificate” and her 
corresponding ballot. She confirmed that the signature displayed on the “voter's certification” was her 
signature. 


McLaurin ‘advised that some people appeared at her residencé and asked if she would like to vote by 
absentee ballot. She agreed and signed an absentee ballot request request form. She stated that this 
was:the first election where she voted by absentee ballot. 


McLaurin subsequently received her ballot in the mail which she szid she “didn’t understand.” Lola 
Wooten, who.was one of the two individuals who helped Mctaurin with the request form, came back to, 
McLaurin’s:-house by herself and assisted her with her ballot, after which Wooten signed McLaurin’s 
ballot container ehvelope as a witness. McLaurin identified the second witness as her.daughter, Janet. 
Whitted. 


When asked to explain what kind of assistance Wooten provided, McLaurin responded: that Wooten 
generally helped her with the process and instructions. During the visit, Wooten also suggested that 


McLaurin consider voting for write-in candidate aaa McLaurin recalied that 


name was not on the ballot and she agreed to allow Wooten to print name in the write-in spot 
onher ballot. McLaurin stated that she “trusted” the advice that Wooten provided. She felt free to 
make her voting choices for herself and was not pressured or intimidated. 


McLaurin was not one hundred percent certain who darkened the circle by {I name, but 
believed she (McLaurin) marked it 


MeLaurin di¢ not indicate that Wooten took possession of her voted ballot. 


Copies of relevant voter documents (except for the ballot) are attached to this report. 
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BLADEN COUNTY 














Envelope must be signed by the voter andin the 
presence. of two (2) witnesses {or one Rotary~ 
public). Witnesses mustatso sign and provide 
their complete address. 










SUE SMITH MCLAURIN 
420 E MCKAY ST #68 
ELIZABETHTOWN, NG 20337 g 






IFT am an Unaffiliated yotec voting inva primary election, I am voting in the Paity Primary indicaled; 
3 (EM) (REP) or (LIB). Ifthe party indicated is(UNA), lam ‘Voting 2 nonpartisan ballot, 





DEM - BLADENCOUNTY 


[f Leertify that Jam making application far an absentee ballot, and that { marked the baltot enclosed herein (or 
twas marked for me in my présente and according to my instnictions) in the presence Gf two witnesses 


“; who are at least 38 years of age and who ore not disqualified by law fo witness the casting of my abseritee 
3 ballot. 


EEA 


Ballot Gong 
SUEOMITH MCLAURIN 
PCTNTD:-PSOUP S92 Muni: 56 
11108/2016 - GENERAL 













ster nisnasiicln 
HON GEBER i ili Srallgableyar 
T certify that Eassisted the voter in macing his or her ballot according to bis or-her féstruction and/or 


{assisted the-voter in signing this 


certificate because the voteris unable to complete and/orsign this 
sestification. 








‘Nadie of Peston Assisting Veter Gfapplicable) “Addicss uf Person Assisting Votcr 


X 


‘Sigaatuxe of Person Assiding Voter Date, 


esseslhy Ailes ibis) 7 
least 18 years of age anid aim not disqualified by GS. 163- 
226.3(8N4) of G.S163-237(1) to.assist thks voter in marking or witnessing the 
casting of hisher shsentee ballot, and in ony presence, the voter marked the 5 . 
enclosed ballot, or caused it to be marked in histher presence according to hisiner 1 certify that 1 em at least 18 years of ege-and am not disqualified by'GS, 163: 





County of, 



















instiucti; 5%, is "7 226.3()(4) or G.S. 163-237(01). to assist this voter in making. or witnessing the: 
ins es ied this absentee ay ion and certificate. Gaging of hivhee’ shpentes’ Gellot. Qn ihs ay af 
X. ) Neamt ecto ley — 1k 5 

TBO D IS OR. 

Wines gH % RaGES Reayrciy iz Brink Voter's Name 





Wines tt Ci State, Zip (Required) personally appeared bedore ie, was positively identified, and in my preseace, marked 


the enclosed baliot, or caused itto be marked in his or her presence according to his or 
hee instruction, and signed this absentee i 


x Yanet (2) tad) x = aS mi 
Witness #2 Signature (Required) Sigalow of Notary Public ne 

: 2 get rer f ) A og tay 
mess AZ Biacct AGES (Regahed) 7 
Aacottnay tle 1 I83al 


Witkess # ‘City, Sisie, ip (aquired 

















“My Commission Expires 














RESSIPHYSICA 





pss 
Jn ‘the event that 2 Secon 1 Election) is calle ny Pe ness oF disability, f request that this application bea 
Sigeature below, L request that an-abseates application ‘and ballot be issved 10. request for absenlee ballots for any other elections to be held this eclendar year in 
me dad mailed to meat the address given telew. which fam cligiblc to participate. 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number: 2016-142 

Investigator(s}: Joan Fleming 

Document: Interview of Derneka Shenca Turner, 11/28/2016 
County{s): Bladen County 





Subject(s): Bladen County Improvement Association PAC 
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud ~ 11/08/2016 Generel Election 


On 11/28/2016, Demeka Shenca Turner, DOB f/1978, residing 2 
ee contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the 
interviewing official and the purpose of the interview, Turner provided the following informatio, 


Turner was shown copies of her “Bladen County Absentee Application and Certificate” and her 
corresponding ballot. She confirmed that the signature dispiayed on the “voter's certification” was her 
signature. 


Turner stated that she has voted by absentee ballot in the past. She advised that “Lola comes by to get 
me to.vote” referring to Lola Wooten, whose signature appeared on Turner's ballot container envelope 
asa witness. 


Turner stated that'she (Turner) filled out an absentee ballot request form, and that when the bailot 
arrived. in the mail at her residence, Wooten “came by and helped me with it.” When asked'to’ explain 
what kind of “help” Wooten provided, Turner responded thet Wooten was promoting certain 
candidates and she‘helped Turner make choices as ta who to vote for. Turner explained that she 
(Turner) knew what her choice was for President of the United States {ROTUS), but needed help with the 
other contests where shé was unfamiliar with the candidates. Wooten explained that J! 
was a write-in candidate that Wooten was supporting. Turner stated that she agreed with voting for 
He allowed Wooten to write that name in the space provided on the ballot and fill in the 
corresponding circle. Turner stated that she marked her own ballot everywhere.except for the 
handwriting where J name appeared. She stated she was not intimidated or forced by Wooten 
in any manner-and that she was “ok with that”. and wanted Wooten ‘to assist with her write-in vote. 


Turner recalled that Wooten was accompanied by another person (Sandra Gteen), and that both 
Wooten and Green. witnessed Turner's signature on her ballot container envelope. Turner's 
understanding was that doth individuals “go around helping people to vote-” Turner did not indicate 
that Wooten.or Green'took possession of her voted ballot. 


Copies of relevant voter. documents {except for the ballot} @re attached to this report. 
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BLADEN COUNTY SAAR 
ABSENTEE APPLICATION AND CERTIFAZATE? \/! 











Envelope mist be signed by the voter and in the 
presence of two (2) witnesses (or one noiary- 





public). Witnesses mustalso sign and provide 
theic complete address. 

207 SORA. TURNER Ido hereby certify thet Lam a duly qualified voter, registered as an elfificte ofthe politica party indicated 

BUZABETHTOW: 7 on this application, that all infootiation fepreseated is correct, and that Jam entitled to vote in this election. 

IN, NC 28937 5 If Lam an Unaffiliated voter votiag in a primary clection, 1 am voting in the Party. Primary. indicated: 

§ (DEM) REP} oc (LIB). {Fee party indicated is (UNAY Iam voting’e nonpartisan ballot. = 
















DEM = BLADEN C 
OUNTY 

Lcostify that am’niaking application for:an absentee bailat, and that [marked the ballot enclosed herein (or 

it yas marked for me.in-my preseace and zecording ‘0 ry instructions) in the presence of vo witnesses 

who are at least 18 years of age and who are not disquallified by. iavy to wilness the casting of my absentee 


ball role] La: 









seras a neenTeR 


IA 


Ballot: Gos 
SHENCA, 
POT TEP SOenaOR” eR 
1708/2018 ~ GENERAL 





Bigaatuee of Voter (equly 


Monk: 50 re Correction (iF applich) 








SISTING VOTER: 
}] Lcerity that J assisted the voter in marking his or her ballot according to his o: her instruction and/or 


3 assisted the yoter in signing this certificate because the voter is unable to complete and/or sign this 
certification. 








Wane of Peron Assicing Vere (upp eable) “Kelas of Beran Assisang Voter 


Xx 


‘Sigsature of Person Assisting Voter Date, 


I certify that am at least 18 years-of age and arm not disqualified by G.S. 163~ 
226.3(0}(A) oF G.S. 163-237(b1) to advist this voter in matiag or witasssing the County of, ‘ 


costing of bisher absentee ballot, and in my presence, the voter marked the ' , 
- obs ee 1 ccstify that 1 ans at least 58 years Of age arid. atm not disqualified by:@.S; 163- 
gaclosed batlot, or cased it (o be marked in hisher presence accordingtobishher 56 374) or G8. 163-237(b]) to assist this voter in maiking or witnessing the 


snstencti ‘this abst lication end te, 
sss sae iia ‘aia casting of hisher absentee ballot. On the day of 
x eee the voter: 


7 Signaters (Requited) 


10: BOK XS/t 





























Witness Steet Addiess. (Reutired) Print Volto Nanve 
Efieg befh fou) Ne. DEBE7 
‘Wines & City, Slate, Zp (Required personally appeared beforeme, was positively identified, and in ray presence, marked 


the enclased bellot, or ceused it to be marked in’his-or her presence according to his or 
her instruction, and signed this absentee application and certificate, 


xplola i hecten x 
"0 RSL 5 D Qe ‘Signatere of Notary Public 


SUsiR Won Varese 





‘Wines &2 Gay, Sie: Zp iRequest ‘My Commission Bape 





Due fo continued or expected ifness or disabifity, [request that this epplicafion be a 
any other elections to be held this.catendar year in 
te. 


} ta the event that a Second Primary (or Runoff. Election) is my 

~— sigsatise below, J request that an. sbseatee application avd balfo: be issued to. request for absentee tall 
me-and mailed to me at the address given below. which Iam eligible to parti 
x x 


“Signanute of Veter Gtappiieable) ‘Siguatre of Worse (applicable) 












aN, 
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NCSBE Report of investigation 


Case Number: 2016-142 
investigator(s): Marshall Tutor/Joan Fleming 


Document: Interview of Alberta White, 11/15/2016; 
County(s): Bladen County 
Subject(s): Bladen County Improvement Association PAC 


Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 General Election 


On 11/15/2616, Atberta Burt White, DOB I/1922, residing a 
was contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity of the 
interviewing officials and the purpose of the interview, White provided the following information: 


White was shown copies of her “Bladen County Absentee Application and Certificate” and her 
corresporiding ballot: She stated that the signature displayed on the “voter's certification’ was her 
Signature. 


White recalled that she was solicited to vote by Lola Wooten (108 Lears drive, Elizabethtown, NC 
28337), whose signature appeared on the same documentasa witness. White spoke with Wooten 
about voting while she was at the local library where Wooten was participating in a get-out-the-vote 
effort. Wooten assisted White in filling out paperwork to vote which was thereefter mailed to the 
Bladen County Board of Elections (BCBOE). White did not recall Wooten specifically telling her that the 
paperwork-was for an absentee ballot. 


White stated that after the absentee ballot arrived at her residence, Wooten and. Deborah Monroe (81 
Clyde Hatcher Road, Elizabethtown, NC 28434) met White at her residence to assist her as witnesses. 
She stated she is more familiar with Wooten than Monroe, but that she knew who Monroe was. 
Wooten “explained the whole ballot’ to White including that White could cast'a write-in vote in the “Soil 
and Water Conservation District Supervisor” contest. Wooten told White that the write-in candidate 
her‘organization was promoting was BBE. White recalled that she was in agreement with 
voting for JJ and allowed Wooten to write that name in the space provided on the ballot. White 
stated that she marked her own ballot everywhere except for the handwriting where [name 
appeared, and she identified.the handwriting as Wooten’ s. 


White stated that both Wooten.and Monroe were present at her residence when White signed her 
absentee ballot envelope. White denied that Wooten or Monroe took possession of her voted baifot. 
She ativised that she.mailed her own balfot into the BCBOE. 


Copiés of relevant voter documents (except forthe ballot) are attached to this report. 


2016-142/Active 
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RTA BURT WHITE 
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1/08/2016 ~ GENERAL, 







Munk: 50 


certificetion, 


Loariify that T amy‘at Feast 18 years of age and ani not Sisqualified by GS. 18- 
226 H(A) OF GS. 163-23Kb1) to assist this voter in marking or witecssing the 
castiig, of histher absentee ballot, and in ty presente, the voter marked the 
euclosed ballot, or caused it to be marked in his/her presence according to hisvker 


instraction 


eS as bd. L. 


Wiineed il City Siato, Zip Requical) 


signed this ebyseatoe gpplieatton and ceitificate. 


x DIREAL Mon = 
ETERS ‘Signatore TU sc 


‘Witseae Sheet oe. Required 


Coumes \ Nee 


SA 
ree 


Witness #2 Gly, Site, Zip (Required) 











¢, 
g 
a 
2B 
& 
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z 
q 
B 
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eR 
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meand mailed to mie atthe address given below. 
x : z 


Signluw ofvate (eppirena 


an this application, that ail information represented is correct, and that { am extifled to voto in this election. 
If Lam an Unaffiliated volor yoling in a primary eltction, 1 am voting in the Porly Primay indicated: 
(DEN) (REP) oF (LAD). IF the party indicated is (UA), [am votlng x tonpartisan ballot. 


[certify that fam making application for an absentve ballot, aud that I marked the ballot enclosed herein (or 


| 
it was marked for me ia my presence and according (o my instructions} in the presence of two witnesses. | 
who arcat least 18 yeas of age and wlio are not disquatifed by lav fo winess the casting of miy absentee | 


x 2-82 










Lcenify that. Tassisied the volerin. anditig his or her ballot occortingt6 his or her. insaetion and/or | 
assisted the voter in signing this céaificate because the votzr is unable to complete and/or sign this 





‘Nan of Pessoa Assisting Votec Gtapplicable) 





‘Signatie of Pason Assisting Voter 





esses must also sign and provide: 
their complete address, 










Tama duly quelified voter, registered 4s an_affiliete of the political party’ "naleated 





(equa? 








Dadrece of Peman Assisting Veler 


” __, County of, 


State of est ree ear 





I centify. thet 1 am at least 18 years of age and am not disqualified by GS, 163- 
226.300X4) oF GS. 163-2371) torassist this your in uatking or witnessing the 
casting of hisher absentee. ballot. On the fay” of 
20, the voter: 





Paint Voter's Nome 


personally appeared before mo, wos positively identified, end ih nty presence, marked 


the enclosed ballot, or caustd it to be marked invhis or ner presence according to hisor } 


her instction, and signed this absentee application end certificate, 


x 
‘Siputars of Nonny Poblic 


‘My Comansssion Expires 






ir ity, request that this application be 
request for absentee balicts for ony other efections to be held this calendar year in 
which Tem eligible to pedicipate. 


x 


| 





‘Signature of Voss Grapple) 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 
Case-‘Number: 2016-142 
Investigator(s): Joan Fleming 
Document: Negative voter interview attempts — 11/28/2016, 


County(s): Biaden County 


Subject(s): Biadén County Improvement Association PAC 
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud ~11/08/2016 General Election 


Attempts were mace to Jocate and interview the below listed voters on 11/28/16, with negative resulis: 


James:Purdie - 270 Mt. Olive Road, Elizabethtown, NC. Not home; Spoke to female who stated she was 
his wife. Left card; No response, 


Johnnie and Mattie Cromartie ~ 497 Mtv olive Road, Elizabethtown, NC, Unable to locate residence. 
Reshad Whitted —1103 Williams St, - Unable to locate résidence. 
Marcia Alston —1108 Williams St, - Unable to locate residence. 


Ella Mae Bowen — 509 South. Lower St. —no oneathame. 






Number: 1 3616-14: 
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ff } Le... 7° Signattiré ons Fequest fers fon tat onthe ballot pptcaon, 
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NCSBE 
Case # 2016-141 
PATRIOTS FOR PROGRESS IE PAC 
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 
General Election 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number: 2016-141 

Investigator(s): Marshall Tutor 

Document: Memio to File, November 29, 2016 
County{s): Bladen County 


Subject(s): Patriots for Progress IE: PAC 
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 General Election 


On October 24, 2026, received @ telephorie call from Horace Munn, Bladen County Improvement PAC, 
concerning two complaints turnéd:in to the Bladen County Board of Elections. He felt the Bladen County 
Board of Elections was not handling the complaints in-a timely fashion. Mr. Munn faxed me all 
documentation he had related to both matters in question. 


One complaint was from Brenda M. Register, Mother of County Commissioner candidate, Ken-Register. 
Mrs, Register complained that.a “young Caucasian lady” came to her home and identified herself as 
working “with the Bladen County Board of Elections”. The young lady has subsequently been identified 
by Mrs: Register as Caitlyri Groom bya Facebook posting. Ms. Croom asked Mrs. Register if she would 
like to fill out-an absentee ballot request form. Mrs. Register told her she was.not interested,.and Ms. 
Croom left. Mrs. Register called the Bladen County Board of Elections and asked if the person was 
affiliated with them. Mrs. Register was informed by Director Shaw that the person in question was not 
associated with the Bladen County Board of Elections and probably was with the Bladen County 
Improvement PAC. Through our investigation we have learned that Ms. Craom was an employee of the 
Patriots for Progress IE PAC, headed by McCrae Dowless, until March 24%, 2016. Current President is 
Tabitha Joyce. 


The other complaint was filed by Linda Johnson-Baldwin on October 4", 2016, regarding a male by the 
name of “Josh”, who we now Know was Matthew Maithis: He came to her home and asked if she 
wanted to fill out'an absentee ballot request form for the November, 2016 election. She-did fill out 
request forms for herself and. her twin sons, Evin’ and Devin Baldwin. Matthew Matthis has stated to 
this. Investigator that he was working for McCrae Dowless. Matthew told Mrs. Iohnson-Baldwin he 
would return and pick up the:ballots after she Completed them ta show his “boss’,.“so he could get 
paid”. On October 2"4, Matthew returned for the completed ballots-and left with the understanding 
that he was to return them to Mrs. Johnson-Baldwin for her to.return them to the Bladen County Board 
of Elections. Due te a family emergency, Matthew was not able to return the.ballots ta Mrs. Johnson- 
Baldwin in a timely fashion. Mrs. Johnsan-Baldwin asked the Bladen Soard.of Elections to invalidate the 
mail-in ballots so she and her sons could vote on Election Day. Mrs. Johnson-Baldwin subsequently filed 
a complaint with the Bladen County Board of Elections related to this matter. She did receive the ballots 
back from Matthew at a later date. The ballots were never mailed to the Bladen County Board of 
Elections by Mrs. Johnson-Baldwin. She chose to vote in person. 


I talked to Cynthia Shaw on October 24", after receiving the information fram Horace Munn. She said 
based on the “CC” on the mail-in absentee ballot request forms that they appeared to be from Caitlyn 
Croom, who worked or had worked. for McCrae Dowless, who is:affiliated. with the Patriots far Progress 
IE PAC. | asked Cynthia to provide me a contact number for Mr. Dowless. 
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- After receiving Mr. Dowless's contact number, 910-885-1121, | met with Chiéf Investigator Joan Fleming 
on October 24", 2016 and we placed a cal! to Mr. Dowless.. We.asked about his association with Caitlyn 
Croom and “Josh”. Mr. Dowless said he did not know-“Josh” (Matthew Maithis), but did-say Caitlyn 
Croom had worked for him. He promised to get a‘contact number for her. He called me on two 
separate occasions within.days of October 24 and told me he was still “trying” to‘find a contact 
number for her. Based on an interview of Caitlyn Croom and Matthew Matthis, on’11/16/2016, soon 
after being contacted by the SBE, Mr. Dowless called therm and'told:them Investigators from the State 
Board of Elections tad.contacted hiin and would probably be.contacting them. According te Caitlyn 
Croom and Matthew Matthis, Dowless coached thern as to what to say when ‘investigators interviewed 
them. 


lt should be noted that McCrae Dowless-was able to telephonically contact Matthis and Croom after 
receiving contact from the SBE, but failed to ever provide the contact number to the SBE Office, though 
claiming by phone to Investigator Tutor he was making:every-effort to locate a contact number. 
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W.White Oy 





October.20, 2036 


Bladen County Board of Elections 
301 S. Cypress Street 
zabethtown. 






Ta whom it may concern, 


Please accept this. correspondence as my formal complaint. 





On October 17,2016, a young Caucasian lady who stated she from Ammon, North 

Carolina come-by-my home and stated she. ith the “Bladen County Board of 
Flections” and she was doing absentee voting. She usk if | would like lo go ahead and 
vote. Naturally, said no, that I always voted at the polls. The young lady then proceeded 
toask about the workers that were in my yard and ask if [thought that they mightwant to 
vote: One of thogé men was my husband and I told her no, that they were able to.go to 
the polls to vote. The lady also ask if I knew ifthe roads had been repaired and were open 
to White Oak. T told her | did not know, but she need to be careful. She left. Following 
the conversation, I came in side and placed a call to Bladen County Board of Elections to 
inquire if the lady visitor was in fact a representative of Bladen County Board of Elections. 
Ms. Cynthia Shaw answered the:phone. I shared with her that this young lady-stated that 
she was with Bladen County Board of Elections and had just Jeft my home trying to get 
me to vote.an absentee ballot. | also said that | had told the lady‘no and why. T asked Ms. 
Shaw if they could collect absentee votes.. Ms. Shay answered "I knew better than that” 
and that the Bladen County Board of Elections does not send people outto collect 
absentee votes. Ms. Shaw also responded with it may have been the "Bladen 
Tmprovement Committee". 1, myself was completely unaware of any changes in the 
voting procedure and also the ability to collect votes in this unethical manner. This 
younglady very plainly stated that "she was with the Bladen Cotinty Board of Elections”. 
Also, I made Ms. Shaiv aware that the lady stated she was going toward White Oak to 
collect absentee votes. Ms, Shaw answered ying there was “nothing that the Bladen 
County Baard of Elections could do, that this was-done every year". [ made it very clear 
that this was wrong and it looked like something could be done about it. Ms. Shaw said 
simply answered “no”. This ended our phone conversation. 
















Any misrepresentation associated with an election should be taken’ seriously. This is not 
an accusation, it isa fact and should be diligently investigated.1 certainly value Bladen 
County's elected officials and understand their hard work, decisions and responsibilities. 
T also valite the fair and honest integrity of the process. 1 will ensure this complaint 
reaches the:proper authorities for possible investigation and/or future complaints. 


Sincerely; wn BD 
Bngledt s. ABS 








OCT 20 2018 
ISP UPA 
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October 4, 2016 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


1. Linda F, Johnson-Baldwin answered my doorbell on September 24, 2016 

at approximately-8:45 p.m. and invited Josh to come i. He told me who he was, 
what he needed, and called one of the names of one of the previous teachers that J 
supervised. Tallow him to come in, He asked me if 1 would like to fill out an 
“absentee ballot form” for voting for the 2016 primary. He told me that ifhe had 
filled ont 14 or 15 he would be paid $120.00 each time. Me being the person that J 
am, trying to help young people in any possible way, told him yes. I filled out onc for 
myself and for my one 40 year-old daughter and two twenty-two-year old sons. He 
informed me that | would receive the envelopes in the mail and that I need to fill them 
out and he would return for them. Within a couple of days T received three large 
envelopes in-fhe mail. One each for my two sons.and one for myself, My daughter 
did not receive one because she is not registered to vote in North Carolina, On 
Thursday, September 2, 2016 Josh came by to see if fhad complete the ballots. 1 
had not! 1 told my husband who answered the door, to tell him that I will have them 
ready by Sunday at approximately 4:00 p.m. On Sunday October 2, at approximatély 
4:00 Josh returned for the ballots, Thad forgotten. to fill thent out, therefore, | invited 
him’ to come in while | filled out the ballots. [ made the statement that some of the 
categories aren't clear on the ballot. He told me that [ could. fill ont any of them that 1 
want to but be was:just conceraed with.this particular and he then placed his finger on 
the ballot, and pointed out a name, | then informed him that I would choose the one 
that want, Josh informed me that he-had to sign the envelope, have a witness to sign 
and he also had to put postage stamps on them as,well. {told him that | wanted to 
maif them myself, I made it perfectly clear that I wanted fo mail them. He told me 
thar he would return them on Monday at 12:00, that he had to show them to his boss. 
so that he could get patd for having them done. J arranged my business so that 1 
would be home on Monday, October 3“ at 12:00 p.m... Lwas home from Monday, 
October3 at 10:45 am. until Tuesday morning at 8:30 a.m. Thad to rm an errand on 
Tuesday moming , but Tretumed by 10:40 am. No Josh, no-call and no mail from 
him. 

1 would like for my ballot and-sons’ ballot to be distegarded and retumed to us, sa 
that-we may vote in person and not by “absentee ballot,” Please make sure that this 
request.is granted to us as U S Citizens, 


yee TY 


Sincerely, 
Linda F, Johnson-Baldwin 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number: 2016-141 

Investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Marshall Tutor 

Document: Summary of telcall to McCrae Dowless, 10/24/2016 
County{s): Bladen County 


Subject(s): Patriots for Progréss IE PAC. 
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 General Election 


On 10/24/2016, the writer.and investigator Marshall Tutor telephonically contacted Leslie McCrae 
Dowless, Jr. DOB 95S, residing at 242 Britt Street, Bladenboro, NC 28320, at telephone number 
910-885-1121, concerning his possible association with an absentee ballot voter drive and two 
individuals identified as Caitlyn Croom and “Josh”. After being advised of the identity of the 
interviewing officials, Dowless provided the following information: 


Dowless was advised that the SBE had received a complaint involving a Bladen county voter who was 
solicited to apply for an absentee betlot by a “young man” who.she stated took custody of her voted 
ballot. The ballot request form contained the initials “C.C.” at the top. The voter identified the young 
man as “Josh.” 


Dowless said he did not know a “josh”, but did know Caitlyn Croom in as much as she had had worked 
for him in voter drive efforts. He speculated that “Josh” may have been someone who was working for 
Croom. 


Dowless stated that Croom was supposed to be assisting voters by getting them to fill out absentee 
ballot request forms, which she would turn into Dowless. Dowless stated that he compensated Croom 
forusing her vehicle and gas. Dowless advised that in order for him to keep track of which request 
forms were generated as'a result of Croom’s efforts, Croom, was to place her initials at the top of each 
of the absentee ballot request forms she collected. 


Dowless stated that he was familiar with the above complaint from talking with Croom. According to 
Dowless, Croom told him that the voter filled out three request forms and signed for her-sons and 
daughter. He stated that he had no knowledge as.to. what happened when the ballots arrived since he 
was not there. Dowless stated that there are instructions contained in the ballot envelope that explain 
what the law is concerning voting by absentee hallot. As such, Dowless did not know why the voter 
would “give the kid” their ballot. 


Dowless denied having Croom’s telephone aumber readily available, but he stated that he believed he 
could locate Croom’s telephone number and he promised to:get a contact number for her.. investigator 
Tutor was subsequently telephonically contacted by Dowless within days of the above contact, at which 
time Dowless advised Investigator Tutor that he was still “trying” to find a contact number for Croom. 


2016-141/Active 
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F.White Oak, Nea. 
gie-B66-4178 


October 20, 2016 


Bladen County Board of Elections 
301 S. Cypress Street 
Elizabethtown ¥ 


To whom it may concern, 


Please accept this correspondence as my formal complaint. 


On October 17, 2016, a young Caucasian Jady who stated she from Ammon, North 
Carolina come by my home and stated she was withthe "Bladen County Board of 
Elections” and she was doitg absentee voting. She ask if I would like to go ahead and 
vote. Naturally, I said no, that I always voted at the polls. The young lady then proceeded 
to. ask about the workers that were in my yard and ask if] thought that they might want to 
vote. One of those men was my husband and I told her no, that they were able to go to 
the polls.to vote. The lady also ask if knew ifthe roads had been repaired and were open 
to White Oak. I told her I did not know, but she need to be careful. She left. Following 
the conversation, I came'in side and placed a cail to Bladen County Board of Elections to. 
inquire if the lady visitor was in fect 2 representative of Bladen County Board of Elections. 
Ms. Cynthia Shaw answered the phone. I shared with her that this young lady stated that 
she was with Bladen County Board of Elections and had just left my honie trying to get 
me to vote an absentee ballot. 1 also said that I had told the lady no and why. L asked Ms. 
Shaw if they could collect absentee votes. Ms. Shaw answered "I knew better than that" 
and that the Bladen Cousity Board of Elections does not send people out to collect 
absentee votes. Ms. Shaw also responded with it may have been the “Bladen 
Improvement Committec".J, myself was completely uaeware of any changes.in the 
voting, procedure and also the ability to collect’ votes in this unethical manner. This 
young lady’ very plainly stated that "she was with the Bladen County Board of Elections”. 
Also, I'made Ms. Shaw aware that the lady stated she was going toward White Oak to 
collect absentee votes, Ms. Shaw answered.by saying there was “nothing that the Bladen 
County Board of Elections could do, that this was done every year". I made it very clear 
that this was wrong and it looked like something could be done about it. Ms. Shavy said 
simplyanswered '00".. This ended our phone conversation. 


Any misrepresentation associated with an election should be takezi seriously. This isnot 
an-accuSation, it isa fact and should be diligently investigated. I certainly value Bladen 
County's elected officials:and understand their hard work, decisions and responsibilities. 
Talso value the fair and honest integrity of the process. 1 will ensure this complaint 
reaches the proper authorities for possible investigation and /ar future complaints. 


Sincerely, Cy 


OCT 20 2016 
HIEPS PM 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number: 2016-141 

Investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Marshall Tutor 

Document: Interview of Linda Johnson Baldwin, 11/15/2016 
Courity(s): Bladen County 


Subject(s): Patriots for Progress IE PAC 
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud ~ 11/08/2016 General Election 


On 11/15/2016, Linda Johnson Baldwin DOAN 1961, residing at [iy 


as contacted for an interview. After being advised of the identity 
of the interviewing officials and the purpose of the interview, Baldwin provided the following 
information: 


Baldwin agreed to meet with the interviewing officials at the Bladen County Board of Elections office in 
Elizabethtown, NC. Baldwin.is‘a retired school principal. 


Baldwin stated that.in September of 2016, a “young man” came by her house asking if she would like to 
vote by abseritee ballot in the November 2016 general election. He told her that he was being paid to’ 
solicit voters to vote by absentee ballot and that he needed the money “to live.” He said he was passing 
through her neighborhood. going door to door. Baldwin noticed that there was a young female with him 
who was waiting in 2 car in Baldwin's driveway. Baldwin stated that she did not know either person 
well but recognized their faces. possibly from seeing them at school. She was not certain, but believed 
he may have introduced himself as “Matthew” Baldwin agreed to request ballots for herself, her, and 
her daughter. 


Baldwin was shown’a copy of atyped complaint, dated October 4, 2016, addressed: “To whom it may 
concern” and electronically signed by Baldwin. She acknowledged that the complaint was.authored by 
herself, and that she caused it to be sent to the Bleden County BOE. The complaint was stamped 
indicating receipt at the BOE on October 5, 2016. In her complaint, Baldwin described the above 
referenced meeting, but identified the “young man” as “Josh.” Her complaint described what “Josh” 
told her, including details of how much he would be paid. He did not identify the person or persons who: 
were paying him. Itwas noted that she stated that the young man first-appeared at her house.on 
September 24, 2016, at which time she agreed to fill out ballot request forms for herself, her two sons, 
and her daughter. Josh took those-forms anda few days later she received the ballots in the mail, 
except for her daughter's, because her daughter was not régistered to vote. 





Baldwin’s-complaint alleges that “Josh” came back to her house on “Thursday, September 2, 2016,” 
which Was a typo and should have read “September 29,2016.” Baldwin asked her husband to inform 
“Josh” that they had not hac time to fill the ballots out, and that he should come back on Sunday at 
about 4:00 PM. On Sunday, October 2, 2016, “Josh” returned to Baldwin’s.house, but she had forgotten 
about théir appointment and the ballots were still not completéd. She recalled that as she filled her 
ballot‘out, “Josh” pointed toa particular candidate’s name who he seemed to be encouraging her to 


Me 
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vote for, Shé told him she would vote for who ‘she wanted and completed her ballot. He then informed 
her-that he had to.sign her ballot envelope, have -another-witness.sign, and also put postage on the 
envelope. Baldwin stated that her sons were present and voted their ballots. She believed that she may 
have given her telephone number to “Josh” and that he may have called her to coordinate the whole 
process. She did not have his:telephone number. 


Baldwin told “Josh” that she wanted tomail the ballots in herself. According to Baldwin, he insisted on 
taking the ballots because he needed to show them to his “boss”-in order to get.credit for them and be 
paid. Baldwin wanted to help him and reluctantly agreed to let him take her and her son’s ballots: 
However, she made him promise to teturn:them to her so that she could mail them herself. He 
promised to return the ballots to her by Monday, October 3, 2016 and he left with the ballots. in his 
possession which were only witnessed by him at that time. 


‘As of Tuesday morning, October 4, 2016, Baldwin had no contact with “Josh” and the ballots had not 
been returnéd. As‘a result, Baldwin became worried about what had happened to her and herson’s 
ballots and decided to'write and submit 4 compiaint to the Bladen County. BOE, asking the BOE to 
disregard the. ballots if they appeared at the BOE because she-and her sons had decided to vote in- 
person. Baldwin. went to the Bladen County BOE. accompanied by Michael Cogdale, and she recalled 
speaking with Bladen County BOE Director Cynthia Shaw, who stated she would “handle it.” 


Baldwin advised:that days later, shé-and her husband were leaving their house when “Josh” andthe 
young female (whose.name she believed might be “Jessica”) drove.inte her driveway. “Josh” had the 
ballots which he returned to Baldwin. He also gave Baidwin a written apology for taking.so longto 
return them.. Baldwin provided the interviewing officials with thé original ballot container envelopes 
signed by herself and her sons,.which were still in.a Sealed condition. She also provided the original 
apology note that “Josh” handed te her which was.unsigned, The note stated that his: mother had 
“totaled” her car in a serious crash.and that. is why he was late in-returning the Baldwin’s ballots. 


It was noted that the witness names appearing.on the ballot’container envelopes.was Matthew M. 
Matthis and Caitlyn Croom. Baldwin stated that she had never met the young man before but may 
have'seen both him and the girl at school. She noted that he mentioned the name of @ teacher that she 
previously supervised and that made her think that he knew who she was. She stated she thought his. 
name was “josh” and that in any case, she was very reluctant to use a name in-her complaint because he 
was young and.she didn’t want him to'getinto.any trouble. She said.that when the ballots didn’t 
coméback; she “couldn’t think straight” because she was worried that she wouldn’t gét them back. 


Photos of Matthew Matthis and Caitlyn Croom were shown to. Baldwin, .and she confirmed that the 
photo of Matthis was-one and the sare as the person she referred to as “Josh.” She recognized. Caitlyn 
Croom as the female who.accompanied Matthis.. 


Bafdwin has had no contact with Matthis or Croom since the day he returned her ballots. She stated. 
that she did not put any postage on the ballot container envelopes and that the postage was:on the 
envelopes when Matthis returned them. 


—, 
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Baldwin provided the following evidence items to the investigating officials: 
1) Original handwritten apology statement from Matthis to Baldwin. 
2) Original ballot.container envelopes for herself and her two sons: 


3) Originei ballots (sealed inside the ballot container-erivelopes)} 


Copies of relevant voter docuimerits (except for the ballots}, Baldwin’s complaint letter, and Matthis’ 
apology letter, aré attached to-this report. 


2016-141/Active 
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Staden County Soard cf Elections 
P.O..BOXS22 
Hizabethtown, NC 28337 








PHONE: 920-862-6952 FAX: 910-362:7820 
elections @bladence.07g 








FRAUDULENTLY OR FALSELY COMPLETING THIS FORM IS ACLASSS FELONY UNDER CHAPTER 263 OF THE NC GENERAL STATUTES, aH 


on _NOvemaers™ 2016 











Tam requesting an absentee ballot forthe: _GENERAL ELECTION 
Election Type fPrmary, General, Muniipol, Special, etc} Election Date 

Voter Information 

lastName First Name | 


. g Middle Name | Sufix 
OPS gm ep pcp oe 23 3 _ 
‘ husen-DBelduo 2 hu nda Trance 
Home Address (NC Residential Address.) 7 Mailing Address (if different than home address} 
4022 Old Fag, Road 
Zip Cade 


a 3 State CFs. Stat Zip Code . 
Garland We astll 7 ahelhowrn [Ne lpgela| 
Have you lived at this address for more than 20 days? [7 ves [] No oy fence | Previous Name {ifappliceble) 
ih 


18NNo," indicate the date of your move: aft fe 2 eh 


‘Youmust provide at least one identification number batow, (or see instructions) Voter Registration Nor’ 
HC Uoence or10 Nomber % 

















































» Email {optional} 
















Absentee Voting Information 


Alssentee Mailing Address (Where should the ballot he maiied?)- Cty State Zip Code 
Site As IROVE _|" = 
( solic Ap 
” ,ofer'|s registered as Unaffiliated dnd requesting a ballot for a partisan primary, choose a primasy ballot preference, 
‘ (democratic {J Repubtican { tbertarian CNon partisan. 


if voter is'a patientin a hospital, clin‘c, nursing home or rest home, please indicate whether you will need assistance in marking your ballot. [7 Yes [} No 





ind address of the hospitat oc facility 








if “Yes,” what is the wan 








ifrequesting an absentee ballot on behuff of ¢ near relative, fst your nome, address, contect information and relationstip ta the vote: 
Fequestor’s Name Li spouse [brother Aister parent (I grandparent [[] stepparent. 
Ol cang Dl arancchia. Cistepchitd Ey motherintaw [7 fathecin-taw 
roe pee: we bao Ci son-in-law [7] daughterintow [] legat grardian 
equestor’s Address. Name of Corporation (If snpointed lea! guardian} 
‘ity 


| State | Zip Code | Requestor’s Phone Reguester’s Emait 














‘or Military/Overseas Citizens, Only (may only be signed by the voter; may not be signed by a near relative/guardian) 


elect one of the options belaw to quatify asa military or overseas voter: 
] Member of the Uniformed Services of Merchant Marine oft active duty and currently zosent from county of residence or an eligible spouse/dependent, 


TUS. citizen residing outside the U.S, temporarily orindefinitely 





























uttent Address (Address where you are currently stationed orfiving overseas.) ‘Transmit my ballot by: Mell Fax Emait 
on {Mifitary/Ovarseas Voters Only} i " 
— Fax Numberor Email adaress 
















Signature of Relative/Near Guardian (ifapplicable}.. 





‘ ‘Visit wwew. NCSBE gov to check yotir voter mgistration or sbsentas voting status: 


aaa 
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BLADEN COUNTY 
ABSENTEE APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE 

















+ Envelope must be signed by the voter and:in the 

presence of two (2) witnesses (or one notary- 
public). Witness®s mustalso sign and provide AY 
their complete address. Ray 





NDA FRANCES. JOFNSONEALDI 


382 OLD FAYETTEVILLE Ido hereby extify thst Yam 4 duly qualified voter, agile anima Gt of aa ool per acted 
ARLAND; NC-28441 Gdn Cran ot van n't pyc, Las nga Paty nay nk 







2M - BLADEN COUNTY 


Text that Tam maling application fc a abseats ballot and that I mad te bilt eave hein or 
‘it was iatked fog me in my presence and gecos ‘0 my instructions) in the presence of two witnesses 


ICES JOHNSON BALDWIN 
P7070 


POTMVID:P7 Muni: 


11/08/2016 - GENERAL 








‘Name of Pason Assisting “1 (applicable) | ~ Adiiess of Person Assisting Voter 


x 


Siguanre of Person Assisting Vor Date: 





iy thi a a east 18 yems of age nd at ack aliied by GS.163- suite of County of 
(AYA) or G8, 163-237(61) to assist this voter in marking or witnessing the : 
of ie eras bac my pear be one eked yy ae Tm ate 8 se af psd 2 pas by 8. 18 











. 226,3(a)(4) or.GS. 163-237%(b1) 20 assist this voter in miarking or witnessing the. 
ction, and signed this abgextee appli and certificate. 9 
cman ee aaa oat casting of lhisier absentee ballot. On the day of, 
Vg j 20__ the voter: 
594 Signature 
OF ery my PE i) 
$9 #] Street Address Pront Voter's Name 
ne x 


3 Hi City, Stitc, Zip Reqtimed) personilly appeared before ms, was positively identified, and in wy presente, marked 
the enciosed ballot, or cansed it to he marked in his or her presence according to‘his or 
her instruction, and signed this absentee application and certificate: 


x 


‘Signature of Notary Public 








‘Duero contiaued or expected ilness or disebility, Treques: ae ‘application be a 
for absentee ballots for any other elections to be held this calendar year in 
which | am eligible to patticipate. 


x 


sattire below, Trequest that sn abcentoe application and ballt be issaed to 
and mailed to me attheadiiress piven below. 
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OFFICIAL ABSENTEE BALLOTING MATERIAL - FIRST CLASS MAIL 


Bladen County Board of Elections 
PO Box 512 
Elizabethtown, NC 28337-0512 


Exhibit 2. 2.2.1 (87 of 278 


Bladen Couaty Soard of Elections 
P.O. BO%512 
Sfizebethown, NC 28337 







PHONE: 920-862-6951 FAX; 910-862-7820 
elections@bladenco.ore _. 





FRAUDULENTLY OR FALSELY COMPLETING THIS FORM IS A CLASS FELONY UNDER CHAPTER 263 GF THE NC GENERAL STATUTES. 


lam requesting an absentee ballot forthe: _GENERAL ELECTION on _NOVEMBERS™, 2016 
% élection Type fPrimary, Genero, Faunicipsl, Special etc}, Election Date 





Moter a 
LastName | First Ns me Middle ae 


Balolay'n evi DeQuan 


oe “Ole. Ta i Kh " " i be arrenesgaes) ¢ : 
ya aria nd. i a4 } 


Have you lived at this address for more than 30 days? [] Yes []'No. 


Satfix ra 

















State | Zip Code 




























SF “no,” indicate the date of your move: 


You must provide at feast one identification number below. (or see instructions) 
Ne Ussnser/D Number isan 








Voter a0eh No, 











Zp Cate 


C% Z 3 we ee = 


filidted end requesting a ballot for a partisan primary, choose a primary ballot preference. 
Ly Democratic Cy repubtican Ditiberartan (2 Non-partisen 


fyoter is apetientin a hospital, clinic, nursing home or rest home, please indicate whether you will need assistance'In marking your ballot. F] Yes [].no. 
alt ves. what i fs the name: and aldieds of tha Fiorpital or focihity: 





















‘Frequesting ‘an Grenier beter behalhat enear relative, ve, 
tequestor’s Name 


your ncme, 2ades, ‘contact ‘eformnttion ent relationship wi ie voter; 
Li spouse CJ brorher/srster CY parent DL) grandparent. } stepparent 
Olena 5 sranachits, Distepetiia (J motheriotaw [7] fatherintaw 
| Lt son-intow Fj deughterinlaw {7} legal guardian. 

‘Name of Corporation (if appointed legal guardian) 








tment ros a 








ity ‘State a Code Requestor’s Phone ‘Requestor’s Email | 

















‘or Military/Overseas Citizens Only (may only be signed by the voter; may not be signed by a near relative/guardian) 
elect one oF the options below to qualify as a rvilitary or overseas voter: 
7 Member of the Uniformed Services oF fvierchant Marine on active duty end currently absent from county of residence or an eligible spause/dependent. 
7] u.s-citzen residing outside the U.S, temporarily of indefintaly 
urrentAddress (Address where you are curently stationed or living everseas., } it = 

$ * t Yi Cat Ores viers ony  CAMatl = Fax Email 
| Pex Number or Email Address 





-¢ “ature of Voter (voter only} 
\ 


Signature of Relative/Near Guardian {if applicable} - 


x 











Visit ww. NCSBE-gou to check your voter registration or dbsentec voting stetus. 


want 
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ABSENTEE a ai AND CERTIFICATE 



























VIN DEQUAN BALDWi a “ 
SVN OCOUAN BALIN a 1 do hereby certify that Tam h duly qualified voéss registered eSB afin of polite py intone 
JARLAND, NC 28444 5 on this application, that all information cepréseatedis:comect, and that I am extitled to vote in this election. 
ge) If! am an Unaffiliated voter voting in. a primary clectica, I am voting ia the Party Primary indicated: 
EM ~ BLADEN COUNTY { (DEM) (REP) or (LIB). 1 the party mndicated is (UNA), Lam voting a nonpartisan ballot. 

q | certify that lam making application for an absentee ballot, and that I marked the ballot enclosed herein (or 
it was marked for me in my presence and according tp ‘ay instructions) in the presence of two witnesses 
‘who are at least 18 years of age and who are not disqualified by law to witness the casting of my absentee 
J ballot. 


2(fe 
Date 


IEQUAN BALDWIN 
PCTNID:P7O/F70 


swvoe2018 - GENERA, Mm" 





Toartify that Fassisted the since in eoricing Me ‘or her ballot according, to his orherinssueton andor] 
asdisted the voter in signing this certificate because the votes is unable to complete and/or ign this 
cettification. 





‘Name of Person. = (applicable) ‘Address of Person Assisting Voter 


x 


Sipuatre of Peon Asssting Vor Dae 








iy that ama let 18 yes of age and am not dsgalied by GS. ae 
(@)C) or GS. 163-237 (bl) to assist this voter in maxking or witnessing the 

of his/her absentee ballot, and in resenuce, the voter marked the " 
ged ballot, or caused i to be warked in higher presence according to hisher  ce*tly that Tam at Least 18 years of age and em not disqualified by GS. i6% 


County of, 











i Fi lion and cedtliate, 226:3)(4) ot GS, 163-237(b1) to assist this voter in macking or witiessing the 
sion, and signed this absentee application and certificate, sae i oe aig ot 
Next) 1A fA te 20___, the-voter: 

een : { 





| Print Voier's Name 
I 


‘persoually appedied before mmé, was positively ideattfied, and in my presénce'mmarked 
the enclosed ballet, or caused it to be marked in his or ber presence according to his oF 


‘hz insiruction, ond signed tis absenten application aad cerificate, 
xo 
‘Siguatue of Notary Pablo 











rogues: thet this application bea 


fe crear that 6 Seen Damacy (or aah : 4 
ature below, I request that an absentee application and ballot be issued to * request for ebsentee ballots for any other elections to be beld this calendar year in 
and mailed to me at the address given below: which Lem cligible to participate. 





ature of Voter Gf appleby ‘Sigaaurc of Voter (i applicsbk) 
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OFFICIAL ABSENTEE BALLOTING MATERIAL - FIRST CLASS MAIL 


Bladen County Board of Elections 
PO Box 512 
Elizabethtown, NC 28337-0512 
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4 Sladen County Board.of Elections 
P.O.BOX 522 
Elizabethtown, NC28337 


PHONE: 910-862-6951 FAX: 910-862:7820 
clections@bladenca.crg 











FRAUDULENTLY OR FALSELY COMPLETING THIS FORM IS A CLASSI FELONY UNDER CHAPTER 163 OF THE NC GENERAL STATUTES. 





Lam requesting an.absentee ballotforthe: _GENERAL ELECTION on _NOVEMBERS™, 2036 
tection Date 


oo ae ee ___Hectlon Type (Primary, Geneiol, Municipd, Special, ete} 
Voter _ 
mi 


peo Bo Baolbasn ae ce pes as Tats ‘i 
ae. Va Address,) Mailing Address (if different than Homedddress} 
ZORA Feu é kd. 

City, 

Ga ia Wel 


Have you lived.at this adtirass for more than 30 days? 


































State | ZipCode 

















Previous Name fifappiicable). 














If “No, nie the date. Bl 








Phone {optional} | Email (optional) 














ve Cty State Zip Code 
ie 
Ly 


_poter is registered as. Unaffillated and requesting a ballot for a partisan primary, choose a primary haflot preference. 





he ballot 


El] democratic. TC) Repubiican Dicberartan Dwon-partisan 
If woteris'a patientin.a hospital, clinic, nursing home er rest hore, please indicate Whetfier you wil! need assistarice in marking your ballot. []-¥es [1] No 
IEVae” what fe the: 














re baliot on benalf of a near relative, Uist your name, ‘address, contact information ‘and rela 














ip to the vo ter 
Requestor’s Name. Cispouse DJ brotherfister pare = Jgrandparent [CJ stepparent 
i Oi chile Cl grandenis Ed stepehiia {9 mother-ja-law [1] tather-in-taw 
om ian sm, st Cison-in-taw [].dauehterinaw [1] feeal pvardian 
Jequestar’s Address ‘Name of Corporation (if appointed legal guardian) 
‘tity ‘State | ZipCode | ‘Requestors Phone. Requestors Email 

















cor Military/Overseas Citizens Only {may only be signed by the voter; may not be signed by a ‘Hear relative/guardian} 
ielect one of the options below to qualify asa military or overseas voter: 

TT Member of the Uniformed Services or Merchant Marine on active duty and currently absent from county of residence or an efigible spouse/dependant. 

L]USS, citizen residing outside the U.S. temporarily orindefinitely 

lurrent Address (Address where you are curreatly stationed of living overseas.) 





Transmit myballot by: 3 
frailitary/Overseas Voters Only} Mail rx [J Emel 
| Fex Number ar Email Address. 





























( ature of Yoter (voter only} 







Signature of Relative/Neat Guardian {if applica 


x 








Visit www. NCSBE.goy tocheck your voter registration or absentee voting stalus, 


gadaa 
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BLADEN COUNTY 


ABSENTEE ‘APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE 








EVIN DESHAWN BALDWIN 
8032 OLD FAYETTEVILLE RD 
GARLAND, NG 28444 


DEM - BLADEN.COUNTY 


SHAWN BALDWIN 
PCTATO:P70P70 
111082016 - GENERAL 


certify that Iam at leat 18 years of age and am not disqualified by GS. 163- 
26.3 (@)(4) of G,S, 163-237(b1) to essist this voter in matking or witnessing the 


public). Witnesses must also | sign and provide 


a Ido hereby céxtify that Iam 2 duly qualified voter, refistaed exiad IAS Pane capac 
} on this aprlication, that all information represented is conrect, and that Iam entitled to vote in this election, 


















their, complete address. 





If lam av Unaffiliated votes voting in 2 primary election, 1 am voting in dhe Party Primary indicated: 
(DEM) (REP) or (£18). Ifthe pasty indicated is (UNA), Iam voting a nonpartisan ballot, 


1 certify: that Im taaking application for an absentee ballot, and that I mazked the ballot eiiclosed herein (or 
it was marked for me in aay presence and according to may instructions) in the preseace of two witnesses 
‘who aro at least 18 years of age and who are not disqualified by law to wimess the casting of my ebscatec « 
ballot. 





Temi tat Tasted te voer in mang isch blltaccrdng Bs Bistsicahe tdeet 
assisted the: past RSs fs certificate because the voter is unable to complete:andor sign this 
certification 








l 
‘Naihe of Parson Assisting Veter (if applicable) “Address of Person Assisting Voter 


x 





County of, 








isting of histher absentee ballot, and in my presence, the voter marted the 
aslosed ballot, or caused it fo be marked in hisher presence according tohivhec 1 Settiiy taat E am at least 18 years of age and. em not disqualified by GS. 163- 


struction, and signed this absentee application and éertificate. 


226.3@)(4) or GS. 163-237(b1) to astist this voter in marking ot witnessing the 











castiny of hisher absence ballot On the day of 
Meet MV. a / 20_thevors: 
Sinessa#T Signature, (Required) { 
Boa aa 2 MS i 
‘mess #1 Street Address fReqviced) 1 Print Voter's Name 





elizabethinasn, AC 1833 t~ 


‘mites #1 City, Sue, Zip equited 


‘ . es 


eS #2 ie Bevied 


eeu, CAL vS 


“5 #2 City, State, Zip: (Required) 





Spare mares 
5h the event that a Second nd Primary (or Rouse @r Tamotr E ee) is 
signature below, I request that an absentee application and baliot be issued to. request for absentee balots for any other elections to be held this calendar year in 


‘ge and mailed-to me at the address given below, 


x 


Sigosnure of Vorex GFapplicable) 


personaily appéared before nie, was positively identified, and in my presence, marked 
the enclosed ballot, orcased it tp be marked in his-or her presence according to bis or 
her soaeton aud signed this absenité applietion and cerificae, 


ie 
Signanice ofNotaty Pablic 


semen AJC. BA3EY 





see = Sitar sabe SESE 
called, wi 1 my application be a 
which Iam eligible to participate. 
+. 
‘Signahwe of Voler Gf appivabie - 
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Bladen County Board of Elections 
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October 4, 2016 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


I, Linda F, Johnson-Baldwin answered my doorbelt‘on September 24, 2016 
at approximately 8:45 p.m. and invited Josh to come in. He told me who he was, 
what he needed, and called oné of the names of one of the previous teachers that J 
supervised. J allow him to come in. He asked me if! would like to fill out an 
“absentee ballot forin” for voting for the 2016 primary. He iold me that if he had 
filled out 14 or 15 he would be paid $120.00 each time. Me being the person that I 
am, trying to help young péople'in any possible way, told him yes. I filled out one for 
myself and for my one 40 year old. daughter andtwo twenty-two year old sons: He 
informed me that I would receive the envelopes in the mail and that 1 need-to fil them 
out and he would return for them. Within a couple of days J received three large 
envelopes in the mail. One each for my two sons and one for myself, My davghter 
did not receive one because she is not registered to vote in North Carolina. On 
Thursday, September 2, 2016 Josh came by to see if had complete the ballots. I 
had not! Ttold my husband who answered the door, to tell him that [ will have them 
ready by Sunday at approximately 4:00 p.m. On Sunday October’ ?, at approximately 
4:00 Josh returned for the ballots, [had forgotten to fill them out, therefore, I invited 
him to come in while I filled out the ballots. [ made the statement that some of the 
categories aren’t clear on the ballot. He told me that I could fill out any of them that I 
want to but he was just concerned with this particular and he then placed his finger on 
ihe ballot; and pointed out a name. I then informed him that I would choose the one 
that I want. Josh informed me that he had to sign the envelope, have a witness to sign 
and he also had to put postage stamps.on them as well. [told him that I-wanted to 
mail them myself, I made it perfectly clear that I wantéd to mail them. He told me 
that he would return them on Monday at 12:00, that he had to show them to his boss 
so-that he could get paid for having them done. J arranged my business so that I 
would be home on. Monday, October 3" at 12:00 p.m.. Iwas home from Monday, 
October 3.at 10:45 a.m. until Tuesday. morning at.8:30 a.m. Thad to ran an errand. on 
Tuesday morning , but IT returned by 10:40am. No Josh,.no call and no mail from 
him, 

lL would like for my ballot and sons’ ballot to be disregarded and returned to us, so 
that we may vote in person and not by “absentée ballot.” Please make sure that this 
request is granted to us as U'S Citizens. 

pacer 
. ; Sincerely, 
get Os 28 Linda F. Jobnson-Baldwin 
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| “Decuc Mes: Bo Wun, 
| 2m Sorc that these halists weren'+ 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number: 2016-141 

Investigator(s}: Joan Fleming/Marshall Tutor 

Document: interview of Heather Register, 11/15/2016 
County{s}: Bladen County 


Subject(s): Patriots for Progress IE PAC 
Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 General Election; 


On 11/15/2016, Heather Register, DOB IV 1969, residing a’ 
HR «2; contacted at her residence by NCSBE Investigators Joan Fleming. and 
Marshall Tutor. Also present for the interview was Register’s husband, Timothy Register, DOB 
n>: 2: her son, Michael Register, DOB i) 1996, AMINE After being 
advised of the identity of the interviewing officials and the purpose of the contact, Register pravided the 
following information: 


Register confirmed that she sent an email to the Bladen County Boaré.of Election (BOE). on November 9, 
2016, in which she advised that she, her husband, and her son had apptied for absentee ballots though 
“a couple of my son’s friends” and, although they never received the ballots, they were told that the 
voted ballots were received by the Bladen County BOE on October 6, 2016. Her email noted that when 
‘she went to vote in-person on Election Day, she was told that she had already voted. 


Register identified the above referenced “friends” as Caitlyn Croom and Matthew Matthis. She stated 
that Croom isthe ex-girlfriend of her son, Michael, and that Croom is presently dating Matthis. She 
recalled that Croom and Matthis came to her house and explained that they were being paid for 
“helping people” to vote absentee. Register recalled that Croom and Matthis carried.a “metal 
clipboard’ that contained the forms and that they just “showed up” at the Register's house. She 
recalled that they stated they were working for someone who. was paying them $20.00 either “per 
ballot” or for a certain numberof ballots. Register did not recall if they ever mentioned the name of the 
person who. was paying them. Croom and Matthis told the Registers that they should let them know 
when the ballots arrived at their house, which they expected would be “Friday”, and Croom and.Matthis 
would.come hack and pick them up. They did not say how the ballots would be transmitted to the 
Bladen County BOE. c 


Heather end Timothy Register were shown copies of their absentee ballot request forms, which were 
signed-on September 22, 2016, and they confirmed that the signatures.on those forms. were theirs. She 
stated the printing on the forms was not theirs and was possibly written by Matthis. Register’stated the 
signature on Michael Register’s form was not authentic. She noted that her son, Michael, was working 
in Ohio. from. approximately August 5, 2016 to October 30, 2016, and therefore Michael.could not have 
signed his form on September 22, 2016 as indicated. 


The Register’s reviewed the signatures on their corresponding ballot container envelopes and each 
stated that the signatures were not theirs. Michael Register confirmed that he-was stil} out of town in. 


~~, 


“ee 
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Ohio on the date his ballot envelope was signed, October'1, 2016. Timothy Register stated the signature 
on his ballot envelope was “not-even close’ to his real signature and Heather Register stated the sare 
noting that the signature appearing on the envelope was “awful.” Heather and Timothy-further noted 
that.they never receivedthe ballots and therefore could not have signed the ballot. container envelopes. 
All three ballot container envelopes. weré witnessed by Croom and Matthis. 


Register stated that whén the. ballots did not arrive, she attributed itto “slow mail’ and did not contact: 
Croom or Matthis to ask any questions. Instead, she went to vote on Election Day, and,.as stated above, 
She Was told that the executed absentee ballots had already:arrived at the Bladen County BOE. She 
recalled that the poll worker assisting her called another poll worker over to review the poll book. They 
then-called the Bladen County BOE and were-told the ballots were received on October 6, 2016, 
Register called her husband and told him that all three of them could not vote (Michael Register was 
back in NC.as of 10/30/2026) because they had “aiready voted.” 


Register was adamant that she and her husband had not voted, because they had never received their 
ballots. She commented that she “hoped they voted for my choices.” Register was furnished with a 
telephone number for the State Board by the Bladen County'BOE. She spoke with Sheryf Harris who told 
her'the State Board would investigate. Two days later, on November-10, 2016, the Idcal news media 
attempted to contact Register about her experiénce. Register re-contacted Harris for advice.and was 
told that the State Board was:investigating but could not offer Register advice concerning the press 
inquiry. Register stated she also contacted “Charles Ray Martin.” 


Soon after Election Day, Register received-an “affidavit” from Gabriella Fallon at “HVJT,law.” 
She:stated she “didnot filfit out” and forwarded it‘te Harris at the State Board instead. She advised she 
had- not spoken to Harris since the previous week when.she reported.the media contact. 


Register stated she did not have a telephone number for Matthis and Croom and that they 
communicated by Facebook. ‘She described the location where they reside. 


Register stated that she feels that it is “not fair” that someone else “took my vote.” 


Timothy Register stated that he dislikes the idea that someone voted in his place and he was also 
concermed about the possibility that their mail may have been stolen. 


Michael Register reviewed a voter registration form, dated. May 27, 2014, which he-said contained his 
authentic signature. He stated the registration form dated September 23, 2016 was not sigiied. by him 
and that he was still in Ohio'on that date: Hesteted that he wanted to vate “for himself” and-would 
have been “mad” if he was turned away like. his mother was. He stated he considered voting in Ohio, 
but was not legally registered there, 


Documents discussed with the Registers are attached ta this report. 


[investigator's Note: Register submitted a signed affidavit to the Bladen County BOE, dated November 
18,2016. A copy of that affidavit is also attached. It is noted that Registers affidavit was later 
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subinitted as an attachment-to.an election protest subrnitted to the Bladen County BOE by Leslie 
McCrae Dowless, Jr} 


2016-141/Active 
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Cynthia Shaw 

From: Heather Register <hrégister@jfemelons.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2016 11:23AM | 
To: elections@5ladenco.org 

co Sen, Brent Jackson 

‘Subject; Absentee 


We had a'couple of my sons friends. stop by asking if we wanted to do an absentee ballot back in late September/early 
October. They said the ballot would come to our house and we could fill it out and send It in without having to go to the 
polls, ‘Wenever got the ballots, When I went to vote last night they told me.that | had already voted, they had received my, 
my.sons.and.my husband’s absentee ballots on October 6th. They did not allow us to vote. We never got the ballois rior 
filled them out. We-are in Bladen County. Our address is 1878 Braxton Edge Road, Fayetteville, NC 28312. My husband's 
name ts Timothy S, Register and my sons name is Michael B. Register. , 


Thank you, 


Heather Register 

Food Safety Coordinator 
Jackson Farming Company 
910-567-2202 : 
www. ffcmelons.com 


a3 
2 | GLOBAL GA. 
GFSI CERTIFIED 


Grower/Packer/Shipper of Watermelons, Athena canons Eastern Honeydews, Specialty Melons, Strawberries, 
Pumpkins, Broccoli and Sweet Potatoes 
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ARVIDAVIE 


North Carolina 
County of 2h ada. a 


Heather Beni sstese appéaring before the understened 
Name epee 


notiry and being daly sworn, says that 


1, 


uw 





My name is Heather Register and lam a registered voter in Bladen Couniy, North 
Carolina. 


Traside at 1878 Braxton Edge Roed, Fayenevilic, NC 263 {2, with my husband, 
Timothy Register, aud my son, Michael Resister. 


In approximately late Septemberfearty October, my son's friend, Caitlya Croom 


arrived at our home accompanied by 2 tread named Matihew. 


3 Caitlyn and Matthaw advised my family and me that if we filed absentee request 


forms, we would receive absentas ballors in or mail and we could vote by mail 


without having to go'to the polls % cast ow vores, 


Caitlyn and Matthew alse mentioned they could receive paymenz inthe emount of 
$20 If they secured a certain number of absentee batlotrequest forms from voters; 


they did not share information on who woald be paying them for this work. 


‘My family and J completed our absentee request forms with Caitlyn and Matthew. 
‘However, the absentee baflots never arrived at ourbome. 


. On November 8, 2016, L went to my polling place to cast mny vote. 
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8 When Fasived, the poll workers informed mal cold not vott because my absense 


ballot bad already been cast on October 6, 2016, 


9. Additionally, the poll workers advised me that absentee ballois had-also been 
received for my husband and son. 


). Lexplained that the absentee ballots never aryivedl at cur home and we had not 
submitted those absentees ourselves. 


Ji; Lwas-told 1 could not voie. and wes provided fie number tr the Biaden County Board 


of Elections. 


12, J informed the Bladen Coury Board of Elections of the absentze ballots diaz were 


Submitted in my family’s name without our knowledge or consent. 


13. Neithermy family nor] voted provisionally. 


; cy 
’ | nS AZGRUILE 
§ Agia 


Styorn to (or affirmed) and subseribed before me this the_ 72" day of ov sn her, ROre 
ae 


(Official Seal Cheat. Lewd ae 






Official Signature of Norary 
Oitatles W, Sisk, at , ; 
ony ee ee Charles We. Fis lee Ge, Nowy Publis 
Cundietond Couny, Rc, latery’s préeied or ped 
ty Commision Expires. Ac? ef Notary’s pritted or bed pame 


My commissionespies, £2 Mo f 20, 
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ARFIDAVIT 


Nortit Carolina 
221 j 
Comty oF AAACN 


Heather Beaister 
ee 


appearing before the undersigned 
Neue oy 





notary and being duly swom, says that: 


1 


4, 


% 


My name is Heather Register and 1am a registered voier in Bladen County, North 


Carolina. 


Treside at 1878 Braxton Edge Road, Fayetteville, NC 28312, with my husband, 
Timothy Register, and my son, Michael Register, 


din approximaiely late September/early October, my son's friend. Caitlyn Croom 


arrived at our home accompanied by a iriend named! Matthew. 


Caitlyn end Matthew advised say fainily and me that if we filed absentee request 
forms, we would recstve absentee ballots in our mai! and we could vote by mail 


‘withotr haying fo go fo the polls to castour vores. 


-. Caitlyn and Matthew also meationed they could teceive payment in the amount oF 


$20 if they secured e certain number of absentee ballot request forms trom votws; 


they did not share information on who would be paying them for this work. 


My family and ] completed our absentee request forms with Caitlyn and Matthew. 


‘However, the absentee dallots never arrived af cur home. 


On November 8, 2016, I went to my polling plese to cast my yate. 
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8. Whon! anived, the poll workers informed me I could not vote because my absenice 


ballot had already been cast on October 6. 2016. 


9. Additionally, the poll workers advised me that absentee ballots had also been 


received for aay husband and son. 


10. Lexplained chat the absentee ballots never arrived at our bome.and we had not 
submilted those absentees ourselves. 


IL. Lwastold Loould nor vote and wes provided the number for the Bladen County Board 


of Elections. 


12, T informed the Bladen Coumy Board of Elections of the absentee ballots that were 


submitted in my family’s name without our knowledge or consent, 


13. Neither my family nor I voted provisionally. 


err} y - 
x i ae, ate, 
Ahaw 


Sworn to (or affirmed) and subscribed before methisthe_/S dayole/ovenfar, tore 
29 


(Oficial Seal} (OP a. fad is 
Official Signature’ of Notary. 


Charles W, Sista, et. 






ta Pate Charles Wt. Séclex Te, Nowry Piblic 
Cumbednd Cun, 8c, 7 ‘Notary’ ae 
My nisin Een Mie fes Notary's printed or biped name 


My-.cormmission expires: __ 2 fot te. 





a Sep i 
voter Is registered as Unaffilotel and requesting a hailot for a partisan primary, choose d primary ballot preference, 
C)pemocratic 7 Republican Cl ubectasian nonpartisan . 


if voter is a patientin a hospital, clinic, nursing home or rast home, please indicate whather you will need assistance in marking your ballot. £] Yes [No \ 
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Biden County Boerd-of Elections, 


P.O, BOX $12: 
22} Eliurabethtown, NCZ8337 





4] PHONE: 910-852-6954 FAK; 910-852-7820 
elections@bladenco.org. , 











FRAUDULENTLY OR FALSELY COMPLETING THIS FORM iS 4 CLASS { FELONY UNDER CHAPTER 163 OF THE NCGENERAL STATUTES. 

















L 
fam requesting an absentee ballot for the: _ GENERAL ELECTION on _NOVEMBERS™ 2076 
Etection Type {Painary, Gerard, Monkepal, Spedel, ete) Elecion Date 
Voter information at r 
me i ‘Ware, ‘Middle Name ‘Suffix 
ister Heche 
Home Addtese (NC Residential Address) Maing Addross {i differents) -aeidfess,) 
g 








\sT9 Bracen tiae ba 


Favettuitle NC | 28st. 
Hava you lived at this address for mace than 20 days? 4 Yes [No 


AF No,” Indicate the date of your move: 


City State Za Code 


























|: Absentee Voting Information 


} Absentee ‘Malling ‘Address {Where should the ballot be mailed) 





‘Zp Code. 















TS 
if requesting an absentee baht on bebai if ofa. near relative, Ist) you ‘name, atiaress, comact Information: ‘and celatlonstlp to the. voter: 











Requestor’s Name Dispouse Ejbrother/sister ~(C) parent Li] grandparent {)stepparent 
El chile Clarengetitt # stepchitd [J mother-in-kiw [] tethertnsfawe 
fa pout at ett sorcialow T}saighter-io-tove {] legatguarctian 
;Requastor’s Address: Name of Corporation (if appaicted leget guardian) 
“City State | Zip Cade ‘Requestor's Phone: | Requestor’s Emall 














For Military/Overseas Citizens Only (may only va signed by the voter; may not be'sighed hy a near télative/guardlan) 
.Seéfect one of the options below to qualify asa military or overseas voter: 
«[Tmeinber ofthe Uniformed Services or Merchant Mariag onvactive duty and currently absent from county of residence or an eligible spouse/dependent. 
[Luss citmen residing outside tha Us.temporafly or indeftoitely 
Current Address (Address where you are currently stalloned or ling overseas.) | Transmit my ballot by: Civet q 
: {Militery/overseas Vorers Only} 
| Fox Namber or Einall Addiase 






































Fax Email 
























Signature of Relative/Near Guardian {ifapplicable) 





qtizly 


“Visit swynv.NCSEE gav te check your Voter registration or absenteo voling status. 


v20eE 
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SLADEN COUNTY 
ABSENTEE APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE 








Az fee ne eGH, 


Envelops must be signed by the voier and in the co Py 
presence of two {2} witnesses (ar one notary- 


public). Witnesses mustaiso'sign and provide 















we co ISAT their complete address. oe A 
HEATHER ANN REGISTER AERA AO NEI O Rea ait 
1878 BRAXTON EDGE RD ” “P Pae heceby cority that am a-duly qualified voter, registered as au afflate of the polical party indicated 
FAYETTEVILLE, No 212 on this application, that all infocenation represented is correct, and that J am entitled 10 vote in this election, 

F Je am an Unafilated voter voting in a primary election, 1 am voting in.the Facty Primary indicated: 

REP - BLADEN County (DEM) (REP) or (LIB). Ifthe party indicated is (UNA), Lam voting a nonpestisan ballot, 

g 













certify that Iam making application Jor on’absentes ballot, anid that { marked the ballot enclosed herein (or 
it wos marked for me in my preseace and atcording to ray instructions) in the presence: of fo Witnesses 
‘who are at least 18 years of age.and who are not disqualified. by law to Wittess the casting of my ebsenee 
ballot. 






1708/2016 - GENERAL 








‘Wane ooreetion (i eppiebts) 








ee eT i . ae 10-04 -lle 
Ballot: G0os. @ Siete of Voter (Rrqunedy 1 Diite a 
PO REOISTER ie f 
Z 





CEATIICATION GH PERSON ASSSTINGN OER ICampucane Ay, 
Se. Lecify that Lessisted the vot>r in marking his or her ballot according to his ox hee instrction andor? 


assisted the voter in signing this ceztiBcate because the. voter is unable to complete and/or sign this, 
cedtification. 














y oy 
}§ “Name of Pesan Rasta Wor (tappieable) ‘Adaeess ot Person Assisting Voter 

is i 

ay ‘Signature of Person Assisting Voter Date 





ST 


Slate of, Comty of 








226 3{a)(4) oF GS. 163-237(b1) to assist this voter in marking or witnessing the 
casting of histher absentee: ballot, and ig ence, the voter marked the s = 
cnclowed ballot, or caused if tobe aed th Miaerparctec occedng 6 Llficr 1 cestify thot {am at least 18 years of age end am not disqualified. by G.S. 163- 











ae ene cat : 2263(0X4) or G.S. 163-237(b1) to assist this voter in marking or witnessing the 
insretion, on Fane this absenise application and certificate, ca eer ee oy 
: 20. the voter: 4 
Pint Voters Nemo 


personelly aapeared before mie, was positively identified, and in my présence, marked 
the enclosed batt, or caused il.1o be marked in his or her presence according to his or 
her instrsction, and signed this absentee application and certificate, 











x 
‘Sigmiure of Notary Dubie 
sO 4 ee as 
fisiess #2 Stveck Address (Requirk i 
Elis chediNneis VC 2&2 & 
Wimess fa City, Stale, Zip Required) My Commission Expires 












CRNESSIBHYE(CAR IISA 


aE 


* Fane: are 4 “4 PAS fs 

Tn the. even lection) is called, with-my "Due tocontinund or expected Ulaess or disebitity, [request that this epplication be & 
signature below, [ roquest that an abscnice-<pplication and ballet be issacd ‘0 ——_request for absenten bellois for any atlier elections 40 be lield this calendar year ti 
the’and mailed to meat the address given below. which Lam eligibie to participate. 

x x 





‘Signature of Volar GFappiiceble) Sigature of Voter (eppleabby 
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4 Bladen County Board of Flecfions 
PO. BOXSI2 
‘| Elizaberfitown, NC 28337 


PHONE: 910-862-6951 FAX: 910-862-7820 
elections@bladenco.ore 





FRAUDULENTLY OR FALSELY COMPLETING THIS FORM US A CLASS | FELONY UNDER CHAPTER 163 OF THE NC GENERAL STATUTES. 


























am requesting'an absentee ballot for the: _ GENERAL ELECTION on _NOVEMBERS™, 2036 
“Election Fype (Primary. General, Municipcl, Speaal, etc} Blection Date 
foter information 
Beane First Name. | Middle Name Sufix | Date of Birth 
Kener G8 Ticnoth) 
we (NC Residential Address) ; Wabing Adress SERRA ires:.) 
S1¥ Broan tloe we. 
Stafe | Zp Code Gp tode 
















z pbuile , NC] iiZ 


ave you! lived at this address for more than 30 days? Bes Ono 














ee indicate the date ayo ‘move: 










Ensall (optional) 
Rlicense or Jd Manber: 











( ‘tea Malling Address {Where shouid the baltot be mailed?) 
voter is registered as Unoffilicted and requesting 6 ballot for a partisan pamary, chooses primary ballot prefereoce. 
* FA democratic Dy Repubiicen ODiuvestaen CT] Non-paritsan 


voter isa patient in a hospital, clinic, nursing home or rest home, please indicate whether you will need assistance in marking your ballot. [Yes C} no 


:bsentee Voting Information a 
Zip Code 











IF Yes,” whatis the name and address cee hospitat sor fa tity: 


























= a AEE Se 
TFaequesting an absentee batiot en Deheif of a rear relative, ist your nome, address, contac Information and relationship ta the votes 
questor’s Name Cisparse (brother /sister ] parent = gendparent 2) stepparent 
£7] chite Gi grandeniit Cstepchiid {_] mothersin-faw [I] father-infaw 
altel eae) ae : eee Ll sonin-taw [1] dauehter-intaw [7 tegal guardian ees 
questar’s Address Name of Corporation (if appointed legal guardian} 
Y State. | Zip Code Requestors Phone Requastor’s Email 























it Military/Overseas Citizens Only {may only be signed by the voter; may not he signed by a near relative/gnatdian} 
‘ect one of the options below to qualify as e military or overseas yoter: 
| Member 6f the Uniformed Services or Merchant Mating on active duty and currently absent from county of residence or an. eligible spouse/dependent: 


U.S, citizen residing. outside the U.S, temperarily or indefinitely 
‘Fert Address (Address where yourare currently stationed! of living overseas.) | ‘iransmnit my batiot by 








‘Mail Fax [1 Ernatt 

















(Millitary/Overseas Voters Only} 
| Fax Humber orimsil Address. 











Signature of Relative/Near Guardian (ifgpj 


Gtt-iy x 
















Visit www .NCSSE.gpy te check your voter registration or absentes voting stetus. 


aan 





ag 
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Toray SCOTT REGISTER 
1878 BRAXTON EDGE RD. 
FAYETTEVILLE; NC 23312 


¢ UNA - BLADEN county, 


B 





gE 





sci’ 005 
PAY SCOTT REGISTER 
FCTIVID:Prom7o Muni: 


11/08/2016 - GENERAL 










BOARD APPROVAL: 


OCT 18 208 j cariertion 








e 1 do herby eorfy hat Tam a duly qualifed voter, egisored aan flat of the politcal pay indicated 
© on this pplication, that all information represented is corect, and that Iam entitled to vote in tis clestion, 
& if Lam an Unaffiliated voter voting in 2 primary’election, J-am voting in the Party Primary indicated: 
g (DEM) (REP) ox (1B). ete party indicate fs (UNA), Tam votig @ nonpartisan ballot 


= I certify that am making application for an absentee ballot, oy bs that T marked the ballot enclosed herein (or, 


 scito the voter in signing this ce-tifiate because de voter is unable to monies and/or sign ie 





















TSS GET Ah Isl pors ehnge nba again bp GS. 
226 3(a)(A) oF G.8. 163-237(b1) to atsict this voier in markiog or witnessing tho 
casting of hisiier absentee balloc, aud in my presence, the voter marked the 
eaclosed ballot, or cansed it to be marked in his/her presence according to his/her 









County of | 





1 ceitify thet I am at least 18 years.of age: and am not disqualified by GS. 163- 
226364) ox G.S. 163-237(01) 10 assist this voter in making. o: witnessing the 








hd Signed this absense application ‘and certificate. oP hi Eiedies teike OR. he dey of 
A A nr ALA 20___, the voter: 
XL #i < (Rogulyed) 
Ano tik RUZ Al a as 
Wiese Hl Steet Addjess Rea ! Pont Vous Name 
Ehiry batt MC oases Ht 





‘Witness #1 City, ‘Siste, ‘Zip Required) 


X fibean 1AUWACeIAL 


‘Witaces #2 Signatn’e (Requited) 
eu ie 


Veg Liat 
Ehrabrdisler-o 2 AL REP PEL 


‘Witness #2 Street Adirest tevin 
Firoess #2 City, State, Zip (Requized) 


AS 


sens 
In the event that'a Secoud Primary (or Rumof Ek 
signature below, ¥ request that an absentee appli 
THe and mailed to me af the address given below. 


x. 







personally appeared before mie, was positively identified, and in miy presence, marked 
the eaclosed ballot, o¢ caused it to be marked in bis or her presence accordiug to his or 
ber instruction, and signed this absentee application and certificate. 


x 


‘Signature of Notary Public 


SEE: 
i request that this applition ea 
request for absantce ballots for any other elections wo be beld this cilendar year in 
which Lam cligibie to participate. 


x 
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Bladen County Boatt of Rections 
P.O. 80X52 | 
Flzabethtown, NC 28337 mm 





PHONE: 910-862-0951 FAX: 910-862-7820 
=| elections @bladenco.org’ 





FRAUDULENTLY OR FALSELY COMPLETING THIS FORM ISA CLASS} FELONY UNDER CHAPTER 163 OF THE NC GENERAL STATUTES. 

















J am requesting an absentee ballot for the: _GENERAL ELECTION on _Noveser 8” 2076 
Election Type (Primaty, Gantrol, Municipal Special, ota} Beetion Dara 
Voter Information 
fast Name | First Name Widéle Name ‘Sufix, i 
/ Michae| e 
ome Adgress {NC Residential Address) Mailing Address (diffe ee 
a ES 


le Bravlen Ei ee Tk ae 
Tayett ville ME 


Tava yolilived at this address for more than 20 days? Paves [J No 





Stata_[ ZipCode 


DK 2. 



























EWsine {if applicable) 






SCHONS 
£No}” indicate the date of your move: saa Sines fin 


You must provide atleest aa ng number below. {orseeinstyuctians} ¥ Voter Registration Na. 
Ae.Uermeor HD Member: 











Phone {optional} | Email optional) 






Absentee Voting Information 
sentee Malling Address tiers should the ballot be mailed?) 


( st 


Storis registeradas Unofiffiated and requesting a ballot for a partisan primary, choose a ptimary ballot preference. 
Cl democratic CT Republican Litibertacian 1] Non-partisan. 
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sth ove oe pea (Clson-intaw [Taaughier-intaw [J legal guardian 
rquester’s Address. Name ‘af Comporation (F zppointed legal guardian} 
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or Military/ Overseas Citizens Only (may only be signed by the voter; may not he signed by.a ear relative/guardian} 
lect one of the options below to quality 2s a military or overseas voter: 
} Metaber of the Uniformed Servites or Merchant Marine on active duty and currently absent from county of residence or an eligible spouse/dependent, 





Us. citizen residing outside the U.S. terporadly or indefialtely 










































Trent Address (Address where you are currently stationed oriiving overseas} | transmit my ballot hy: 7 , 
(taiitary/Oversea Voters oniyy [| Mai Fax : LJ emait 
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BLADEN COUNTY 
ABSENTEE APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE 




















" COPY 






their compiote address. 





5 2 ase Pilea 82 
MICHAEL BENJAMIN REGISTER “VOTERS CER TIGRTION, SCS ee 
1878 BRAXTON EDGE RD a Ido heceby ceitify that I am a daly qualiiied voter, registered as an affiliate of the political party indicated. 
FAYETTEVILLE, NO-28312 = on this application, that all information xepreseated is cowect, and that Jam entitled to voto in this election. 






{SI I am an Unaffiliated’ voter voting in a primary election, I am voting in the Party Primary indicated: 

DEM BLADEN counry é (DEM) (REP) or (LIB). Ifthe party indicsted is (UNA), lam voting anonpertisan ballot. 

2) Loertify that [am making application for an abseates ballot, and that I marked he ballot eactosed kemuin (or 

gg it was mated for me in my presence and.according to my instructions) in the presence of two witnesses 

221 who are at least 18 years of age and who are not disqualified by law to witness the casting of my absentee 
2, ballot. 










‘Name corfection Gf applieabb) 


COMIEEKTION DE FEROS NE VOTER E RIEL 


le pial tyer tee a ee” 








Nase of Peon Assiting Voer Gfapylicable) ~~ Address of Paxon Asiaing Voter 





i CE : 
Teertify that'I am at least’ 18 years of age md am at dsqalfed by GS. 16 18- 
226.4{a)(4) of G.S. 163-237(01) to assist this voter in marking or witnessing the 


casting of hivher absenice ballot, and in my presence, the voter marked the . cbse 4 
enclosed ballot, or caused it to be marked in his/aer presence according to histter | Cettify that Lam at least 18 years of age and am not disqualified by: G.S. 163- 








ee 3 , cae : 2263(@(4) or GS. 163-237(1) to assist this voter in marking or witnessing’ the 
instruction, and signed this absentee appiicofion and certificate. cake” OF ‘Whe: ‘abeae tall’ On te ae ot 
x LA - . z 20. the voter: 
Witness #2, Signature (Required) 
Bost ihe dia si . _ 
‘Witness #1 Street Addfess Uisgured) Print Voter's Name. 
lizehels KC DKABF : 
Witness #1 City, sas Ey Bepired personally appeared before me, was positively identified, and in my presence, marked 


the enclosed ballot, or caused it to be marked in his or her presence ancording to lis or 


her insiruction, and signed this absentee application and certificare; 
xX LA SVEN x js . 


‘Witnessi#2 Signaturg (Required) ‘Signatur of Notary Pablic 
erst a de i 


Witness #2 Street Addrets (Required) 


( Etizeabettpon, MC ASAT 


\- Witness #2 City, Sta, Zip (Requited) Seal 










a 
PRIOR HISeRSNiSRE ee 
in the event thar a Second Primary (er Runoff Elston) is called, with my Trequstt iat api copliatinbes 


signature below, I request that an absentee application and ballot be issued f request for absentee ballots for any other elections to.be held this caleddar year in 
ame and mailed tome at the addiess given below. which Iam eligibie to paiticipate. 


x xX 


Exhibit 2.2.2.1 90 of 278 


NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number: 2016-141 
{nvestigator(s): Joan Fleming/Marshall Tutor 


Document: Interview of Caitlyn Croom and Matthew Matthis, 11/16/2016 
County(s): Bladen County 
Subject(s): Patriots for Progress IE PAC 


Possible Absentee Ballot Fraud — 11/08/2016 General Election; 


On 11/16/2016, 





n.Croom DOB 1996, and Matthew Matthis, DOB EN 1994, residing at 
were contacted at their residence by NCSBE 

Investigators Joan Fleming and Marshal! Tutor. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing 

officials and the purpose of the contact, Croom and Matthis provided the following information: 


Investigator’s Note: Matthis furnished most of the information with Croom adding to it at various 
points during the interview. This interview was also recorded.} 


Matthis is’a high school graduate of Clinton High School. He has:completed two semesters of college at 
acommunity college. Croom is a greduate of East Bladen High School. Both were unemployed at the 
time oF this interview. 


Croom and Matthis stated that prior to the November 8, 2016, they both worked together ona get-out- 
the-vote effort for a political PAC identified as “Patriots for Progress IE (PFP).” Croom advised that-she 
was hired to work for PFP and Matthis, whois her boyfriend, assisted her with her efforts to contact 
voters in Bladen County. 


Croom first became eniployed with PFP through a friend, who she identified as “Kelly.” Kelly was 
working for an individual identified as McCrae Dowless who was paying Kelly to go house to house, 
contacting voters, for the purpose‘of assisting them in requesting and completing absentee ballots for 
the November 8, 2016 General Election. Dowless was paying Kelly for her work, and Croom and 
Matthis were interested in also being hired by Dowless because they were unemployed at that time. 
Croom and Matthis:recalled that Kelly stopped working for Dowless shortly after they started. It was 
their understanding that Dowless also employed others, and Matthis recalled seeing two other female 
employees on one occasion when he and Croom were meeting with Dowless. They did not speak with 
or meet those employees and they could not identify them by name. 


Dowless explained that he wanted Croom and Matthis to concentrate on finding voters in District 3, but 
he was interested in attracting voters from other districts as well. Dowless showed them the voter 
registration and absentee ballot requests forms that they would be presenting to voters to fill out and 
sign. Dowless stated that there-were many people who would not otherwise vote if they were.not 
encouraged to vote absentee. He told Croom and Matthis to encourage the voters to take advantage of 
using an. absentee ballot by saying they could “vote in the comfort of their own home.” Dowless was 
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running for Sail anc: Water Commissioner, a non-partisan office, and he wanted’them ta “push” certain 
Republican candidates. He was particularly interested in having Croom and Matthis “push” votes for 
Ray Britt and Ashley Trivette who were candidates for Bladen County Commissioner. In return for their 
work, Croom and Matthis would be paid for their gas and time which they stated worked out to 
approximately. $250.00.per week. 


Croom and Matthis were asked to bring Dowless.20 absentee requests per week and they were always 
paid in cash by Dowless. They: would meet with Dowless at his “office” which was located‘in Dublin, NC 
ina storefront. called “Dublin Aladdin Sweepstakes” which was in a small strip shopping center. Matthis 
stated it was. located near a.Dollar General store anda pizzashop. When presented with the request 
forms, Dowless would write “CC” at the top of each one to signify that he received them fram Croom. 
He typically did not pay them when they turned in the forms, but rather at a later time when they would 
meet at his office, which was typically every Friday. However, he sometimes met and paid them in 
Elizabethtown ifit was more convenient. Croom stated that she received some receipts from Dowless 
which were possibly still in her. car. Matthis‘and Croom both stated that they were paid for their gas 
and time to collect absentee ballot request forms and denied being paid for a quota and/or for 
delivering completed ballots to Dowless. [Investigator’s Note: Later in the interview, Matthis and 
Croom corrected this statement to advise that Dowless was in fact paying them for a quota of request 
forms and ballots:and that they were requiréd to bring him both the request form and the ballot in 
order to be paid.] 


According to Matthis, Dowless provided Matthis and Croom with an “inactive votets list” which they 
used to locate prospective voters. Matthis stated that he used a‘notebook to keep track.of their work. 
Mathis‘and Croom would go to the voter’s residence and ask them to fill out an absentee ballot request 
form. (Matthis demonstrated the typical pitch-he would make to the voters for the interviewing 
officials.) After collecting approximately.20-request forms, Matthis would contact Dowless by phone 
and they would arrange-to meet Dowless to give him the forms. Dowless told them that he would mail 
the request forms to the Bladen County Board of Elections (BOE). Matthis would provide his telephone 
number to the voter so that thé voter could inform him when the ballot arrived at their residence. 
Croom and Matthis would then return to the voter's residence after the voter received their absentee 
baliot and return-envelope. They would tel! the voter to “vote for whoever they wanted” and then seal 
their ballot in the return envelope. The voter would sign the ballot container envelope arid Croom and 
Matthis would witness the voter’s signature. The voter would then be told to put their ballot envelope 
inthe mail. However, Matthis admitted that there. were occasions when he:and Croom would mail the 
baflot envelope for thé voter as a convenience for them. 


Matthis stated that he estimated that he and Croom signed up around 150 voters. He stated that the 
majority of the voters were from his district and Elizabethtown. Many of the voters were people that 
Matthis and Croom knew and he recalled-that at first, it was easy for them to sign up 20 voters a.week. 


Mathis and Croom were asked to describe their dealings with voters Heather Register, Timothy S. 
Register, and Michael Register of Michael Register was 
Croom’s ex-boyfriend and the Registers reside:approximately three miles from.Croom’s residence. 
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Matthis and Croom stated they visited Heather and Timothy Register at their residence and they 
confirmed that the date on the Register’s Absentee Ballot Request forms, which was 9/22/2016, would 
have been the date of that visit. Heather and Timothy Register agreed ta vote by absentee ballot and 
allowed Matthis.to fill out their request forms which they then signed. Croom and.Matthis advised that 
Michaé! Register was not present but had met them earlier that day ina Walmart parking lot where he 
(Mictiael) signed his request fori. Matthis acknowledged that the printing on Michael’s.request farm 
was done by Matthis, The “CC” onthe top right.corner of Michael’s request form was written by Croom, 
They then clipped the Register’s paperwork together with other request: forms and turned them into 
Dowless, after which they believe Dowless sent the requests ta the BOE. 


Croom and Matthis stated they returned to the Régister’s residence after tfie ballots arrived at which 
time the Register’s.signed their ballotenvelopes, Heather Register signed her ballot envelope’in her 
driveway on 10/04/2016, and Croom and Matthis signed as. witnesses. Timothy Register signed “on the 
steps” of his.residence on 10/04/2016, after which Croom and Matthis signed his ballot envelope as 
witnesses. According to Matthis and Croom, Michael Register signed his ballet return envelope in the 
front yard of his residence, dated his form 10/01/2016, and Croom and. Matthis signed as witnesses: 


After providing the above information, Matthis and Craom were confronted by the interviewing officials 
with information that Michael Register was not physically in the state of North Carolina at the time they 
clairi he. signed his forms and therefore could not have signed his request form or ballot container 
envelope as described by.Matthis and Croom. The interviewing officials did not reveal where Michael 
Register was residing at that time; but noted that Michael's ballot request form showed a “mailing 
address” that is known to be the residence address of Croom and Matthis. They wereasked why 
Michael Register would request his ballot to be-seint to.their residence, 


Matthis responded that Michael Register was out of.state working in Ohio at the time the documents 
were filled out and signed, and he would not be:returning to-North Carolina until late Octeber.. Matthis 
stated that he (Matthis) completed and signed Michael’s neme.on a new voter registration form, an 
absentee bailot request form, and also voted his ballot for him. Matthis and Croom thereafter signed 
the.ballot envelope as if they had witnessed Michael sign it. However, Matthis and Croom stated they 
did so with Michael's full knowledge and consent, and voted Michae!’s bailot per his wishes. (Matthis 
advised that he, Croom, .and Michael Register are all friends in spite of Croom’s previous relationship 
with'Michael. In an effort to sign up more voters, Matthis texted Michael to ask if he would like to vote 
absentee. Michael replied that he would ard gave permission in text messages for Matthis to-obtain an. 


” absentee ballot which would be mailed to Matthis and Croom’s residence address. Matthis stated that 


he still had the text messages between himself and Michael saved on his cellphone. [Investigators 
Note: Matthis later produced the above referenced text messages, which appeared to corraborate 
Matthis’ statement concerning Michael Register. It was noted that in the process of giving consent, 
Michael furnished Matthis with idéntity information riecessary for Matthis to cérnplete Michael’s forms. 
This included Michael's date of birth and social security numbers, both of which were furnished inia text 
message from Michael to Matthis.] 


Matthis.and Croom were informed that it is against North Carolina election laws to sign a voter’s name 
on registration forms, ballot request forms, and to.éxecute a ballot and sign a voter’s name on thé ballot 
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container envelope and that having the voter’s consent, if that occurred, would stil! not make it legal for 
them to do so. They were further informed that falsely signing the witness signature lines on the ballot 
container was also illegal. 


Matthis and Croom were then.confronted with information in a.complaint that was submitted to the 
Bladen County Board of Elections by Heather Register in an email dated 11/0$/2016. In that email, Mrs. 
Register stated the following: 


“We had a couple of my son’s friends stop by. asking if we wanted to do an absentee ballot back in late 
September/early October. They said the ballot would come to our house:and we could fill it out-and. 
send it in without having to go to the polls. We never got the ballots. When | went to vote last night 
they told me that | had already voted, they had received my, my.sons (sic), and my husband's. absentee 
ballots on October 6". They did not allow us to-vote. We never got the ballots nor filled them out. We 
are in Bladen County. Our address. aan My husband’s 
name is Timothy S. Register and my sons (sic) name is. Michael B. Register.” 


The above email was sigried by Heather Register, Food Safety Coordinator, Jackson Farming Company, 


Matthis and.Croom were informed that that all three Register’s had been interviewed.and that all three 
stated that the signatures on the ballot container-envelopes were not theirs and that they had not voted 
any absentee ballots. 


At the above point in the interview, Matthis responded that he wished to clear up some things he and 
Croom had said. He stated that he and Croom had “wasted your (the investigator’s) time” and that they 
had been providing “half-truths.” Matthis stated that he stood by his statement that Michael Register 
knew and consented toe Croom and himself obtaining. an absentee ballot and voting it on his behalf. 
However, he explained that his and Croom’s motivation for doing so was that he and Croom were in fact 
being paid by Dowless to obtain both ballot request farms and the completed ballots, both of which 
they were required to bring to Dowless in order to get paid. Dowless paid them half of the money due 
to them, $112.50, for every 20 absentee request forms they brought to him and the remaining $112.50 
when they produced the signed:and sealed ballot container. envelopes. Dowless instructed them to 
push certain candidates when meeting with the-voters and provided Croom and Matthis with a “sample 
ballot” upon which he marked certain candidates that he wished to be “pushed” including: Donald J. 
Trump, Pat McCrory, Ray Britt, Ashley Trivette, Douglass B. Sasser, W. Richatd Cox, C. Ashley Gore, Jason 
C. Disbrow, Scott L. Ussery, and McCrae Dowless. Matthis provided the interviewing officials with the. 
original copy of the sample ballot provided to himself and Croom.by Dowless. He stated that Dowless 
indicated he should use it to remember which candidates to “push” but should not show it to the voters. 
Iinvestigator’s Note: Ashley Trivette’s name was handwritten on the sample ballot. According to. 
Matthis, Dowless wrote that name in since it was not printed on the sample ballot.] 


According to Mathis, Dowless réquired Matthis and Croomta-show him both the request forms.and the 
ballots they had produced before he'would pay them any money. Dowless would question them when 
they brought the ballots to him. as to whether the person had voted for the candidates Dowless was 
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pushing.and Matthis would say they had. Dowless told Mathis and Croém not to let anyone know that. 
they were being paid based on the number of ballots they-turned in or that they were giving the ballots 
to Dowless.. Mathis believed that Dowless was being paid to “do the same” by someone. He-also 
recalled that the first time he and Croom were paid that Dowless paid the full amount for the ballot 
requests without having receivéd the corresponding ballots.. However, after that one time, Dowless told 
Maitthis and Croom that he would only pay half when they brought the requests ahd would hold the 
remainder of their pay until they brought the ballots. to him.- Matthis recalled that Dowless made this 
change after referring to a “méeting” that he had attended. Matthis speculated that Dowless was told 
to operate in that manner by other members of Patriots for Progress. 


Matthis continued his above explanation of the Register ballots as follows: 


Matthis stated that Heather-and Timothy Register were out of town when their ballots. arrived at their 
residence. Matthis made a few unsuccessful attempts to reach them in an effort to collect their ballots 
arid return them as part ofa group.to Dowless. When his efforts to reach them failed, he contacted 
another one of the Register’s sons, Timothy Register Jr., and.asked if the ballots had arrived at their. 
residence. According to Matthis, Timothy Register Jr. stated they had arrived but that his parents were. 
still out of town. Matthis asked Timothy if he could go by and pick up the ballats and Timothy agreed. 
Matthis picked up the ballots at the Register’s house While Croom waited:in theircar. They brought 
‘them back to their fésidence so that he and Croom could include them in‘a stack of ballots they were 
delivering to Dowless. Matthis stated that he signed Heather Register’s name and Timothy Register’s 
name to each of their ballots. Both he and Croom:signed the ballots as if they had witnessed the 
Registers sign their ballots. 


Matthis stated that the Registers had not voted their ballots at the time he went to their residence, 
Matthis likewise did not vote their batlots-but instead put them inside the ballot contaiier envelopes 
without marking any votes under.the mistaken belief that they would not be counted by.the BOE if they 
were blank and that the Registers would still be able to vote. [Investigator’s Note: Examination of the 
Registers’ absentee ballots has corroborated Matthis’ statement that their ballots were not marked. 
However, their ballots were nonetheless counted as having voted by the county 8OE and therefore they 
were not eligible to. vote-again.] 


Matthis stated that he and €room were trying to gether as many ballots as they-could to have enough to 
turn into Dowless so that they could get paid and they wanted to be able to turn the Register’s ballots in 
as a part of 2 stack of ballots. He advised that Dowless did riot know that Matthis had executed Michael 
Register’s ballot or submitted blank ballots for Heather-and Timothy Register, Matthis said that he and 
Croom felt pressure to submit as many ballots as they could so ‘they could get paid. by Dowless. In doing 
so, they did not share Dowless’ concern as to how the-voters voted. Although they were told to push 
certain candidate’s by Dowless, Matthis stated he. did not typically follow that instruction and while he 
made suggestions, he let people vote for whoever they.chose. Matthis‘and:Croam did not look at the 
ballots before turning them into Dowless and did net know if Dawless opened the envelopes to see how 
péople voted. Matthis commented that since Dowless knew mast people in the community and would 
also recognize neighborhoods by the street addréss indicated, he would have'the ability to guess how 
‘the person. voted based upon those two factors. Matthis noted that Dowless told them to avoid 


Exhibit 2.2.2.1 95 of 278 


African-American neighborhoods when they were:scliciting voters because those voters would tend te 
vote far Democratic candidates. 


Mathis and Croom were advised by the interviewing officials that the Bladen County BOE also received 
a complaint regarding an absentee ballot issue involving voter, Linda Johnson-Baldwin, in which Matthis 
and-Croom’s names were listed as witnesses.on Baldwin’s.ballot. Matthis.confirmed that he contacted 
Baldwin at her residence at which time she agreed to fill out request forms for herself, hertwo sons, and 
her daughter. Matthis explained to Baldwin that he was being paid to sign people up to vote by 
absentee ballot and she was “willing to help him out.” Croom was with Matthis but waited in the car 
while he spoke with Baldwin. Matthis did not disclose who his employer was to Baldwin. Matthis and 
Croom turned Baidwin’s ballot request forms in with others to Dowless and waited for the ba!lots to 
arrive at Baldwin’s housé.. When Matthis went back to pick up the voted ballots, Croom once-again 
waited inthe car. Baldwin informed Matthis that she had not had time to vote yet. When he went 
back a second time, Baldwin’s two sons were present. However, he recalled that because they work for 
the Fire Department, they had to leave before completing their ballots. Matthis recalled that Baldwin 
consequently voted, and may have signed, all three ballots, including her-sons. Matthis recalled that 
Baldwin informed him that her daughter-was not registered in North Carolina, and as such, no ballot was 
sent by the BOE. At Matthis’ request, Baldwin gave the signed ballots to Matthis so that he could get 
credit for them from his employer.. However, she insisted that Mathis return the ballots to her to put in 
the mail. Matthis and Croom: thereafter delivered Baldwins ballots to Dowless along with others, but he 
told Dowless that he needed to return Baldwin's ballots to her. Matthis stated that Dowless always 
kept the ballots. unless the voter asked for theirs:back: According to Matthis, that weekend, his mother 
was in.a serious car accident and he was unable to bring Baldwin’s ballots back to her because he was 
assisting his mother with her injuries. Matthis ended up keeping Baldwin’s ballots for three or four days 
beyond what he planned. Matthis ultimately. met Baldwin and her husband in their driveway as they 
were leaving to go. somewhere. He gave her back her ballots along with a written apology for taking so 
long to returnthem. Investigator’s Note: In her complaint, Baldwin identified the young man who 
approached her about the ballots as “Josh.” During an interview on 11/15/2016, Baldwin admitted that 
“Josh” was réally Matthew Matthis and that she concealed his identity in her complaint to protect him 
from getting into any trouble. Baldwin provided the original apology note she received from “Josh” to 
investigators. The note was unsigned. 


Matthis stated that a few weeks after meeting with Baldwin, Dowless telephonically contacted Matthis 
on Matthis’ cellphone number, which iE to inform Matthis and Croom that he (Dowless) 
had-received a telephonic inquiry from investigators with the State Board of Elections (SBE) in Raleigh, 
NC. Dowless told Matthisand-Croom that the investigators were.asking questions about Baldwin’s 
absentee request.and-ballots based upon a complaint that Baldwin had made. A review of Baldwin’s 
paperwork showed Croom-and Matthis were witnesses to Baldwin’s absentee-ballot.and the 
investigators had connected Croom to Dowless. According to Matthis, Dowléss was calling to warn: 
them that an “investigation was coming.” Dowless instructed Croom and Matthis.to meet him in person 
at his office:in Dublin, At that meeting, Dowless instructed them as to what they should say to the 
investigators.. Matthis offered information to Dowless that Baldwin may have signed and voted her 
son's ballots: Dowless used that:information to construct a story that Matthis had brought the ballots to 
hinvin order to show him the wrongdoing by Baldwin and that Croom:and Matthis had seen that 
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violation occur. Dowiless further instructed Matthis to:tell the SBE investigators that as soon as Dowless 
was informed of what Baldwin had done, he told Croom and Matthis to get the ballots back to Baldwin 
because he did not:want anything to.do with them. He ended the conversation by telling Croom and 
Matthis, “If you say that you'll be alright” and that they needed to “remember what to say.” 


Investigator’s Note: Matthis stated that it was fairly:common for Dowless to avoid having telephone 
conversations in favor of meeting in person, possibly out of concern'that he would be recorded. 
Matthis and Croom had no other way of knowing that SBE investigators had telephonically contacted 
Dowless other than learning of that.contact from Dowless. Interestingly,.in that-conversation with SBE 
investigators, Dowless was asked for a contact number for Croom. He responded that he did not havea 
number on hand but would try to find Croom’s number to give to Investigator Marshall Tutor. Dowless 
re-contacted Investigator Tutor over the following days to tell him he was still looking for the number 
for Croom. The number that Dowless used to contact: Croom and Matthis| was well 
known to’ Dowless and was used by Dowless each time he contacted Croom and Matthis. That number 
corresponds‘te a cellphone that Matthis and Croom. share and which belongs to and is paid for by 
Matthis’ mother, Georgie McCoy, =e Dowless never provided. any contact number to. 
Investigator Tutor. It is-also significant that during his protest hearing before the SBE Board on 
December 3, 2016, Dowless minimized Matthis’ role, insisting that Croom was the person who worked 
for him, and he stated that he did not know who “Josh” was in reference to Baldwiri’s complaint.] 


Matthis and Croom both advised that Dowless’ story was.completely false. They had not singled out 
Baldwin’s ballots to show Dowless any wrongdoing, but rather had delivered the ballots to him in a stack 
of approximately 20 others. The only thing unique about that delivery at that time was that since 
Baldwin had asked to mail her ballots.-herself, Matthis and.Croom needed Dowless to give Baldwin’s 
back after he counted all of the ballots and gave them credit for what they delivered. 


Maitthis recalled that Dowless told him he attended meetings with others involved in Patriots for 
Progress. On one occasion when Matthis and Croom were at Dowless’ office, Dowless introduced them 
to awhite, female individual who he stated was the “head” of Patriots for Progress. Matthis and Croom 
des¢ribed her as being approximately 5’5” tall, slender, with long dark hair. Dowless commented that 
she was there to “take care of stats.” 


Mathis advised that Dowless would typically contact Croom and Matthis by cellphone. He never used 
Vodice mail, which Matthis does not have activated.on his phone. Dowless would use text messaging, 
and Matthis stated he had saved several of Dowless’ text messages on his phone. Dowless’ cellphone 
number was EE One of the messages from Dowless that Matthis saved was a message sent 
by Dowless on 09/15/2016, in which Dowless asked Croom -and Mathis to go to an-address where the 
voters had been contacted by “Kelly” and pick up their ballots. The address they were being sent'to was 
90 Pearl Lioyd Road in White Oak, NC. Croom and Matthis opted not to.go there because they did not 
know the people who lived there and they felt it might not be safe. Croom and Mathis described “Kelly” 
as a white, female, slender build, who is approximately 5’8” tall. 


Matthis and Croom advised that they regretted their conduct in relation to the Register ballots, but 
offered that they were not trying to steal the Register’s votes, but. rather they wanted to add their 
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ballots to the stack to get paid. Each provided a signed statement concerning their involvement with 
Dowless. They advised that they were would cooperate with the investigators and make a telephone 
call to Dowless if asked to da so. 


During the afternoon of 11/16/2016, Matthis advised the investigators that he had received some calls 
from Dowless’ number on.his cellptione. As. previously stated, Matthis does-not have voice mail setup 
on his phone and Dowless could not leave a message. 


On 11/16/2016, inthe présence of the investigating officials Matthis returned Dowless’ call. The return 
call was.recorded by investigators. In the cal!, Dowless appeared to be very cautious.and when asked by 
Matthis why he had called, did not seem to have a réason. During the call, Matthis-told Dowless that he 
had received a-call from an unknown “919” number. Dowless itimediately suggested that it was 
probably the SBE investigators who had previously called Dowless. Dowless went an to repeat the story 
concerning Baldwin that he had previously provided to Croom and Matthis and: when asked by Matthis 
as to what he should say about the otter ballots he stated he did not know what Matthis was talking 
about. Dowless continually steered the conversation back to the Baldwin complaint and repeated 
several times that the only service Dowiess paid Croom and Mathis for was “for the request forms.” It 
was noted that Dowless claimed ta have reported his knowledge of Baldwin’s actions to Cynthia Shaw at 
the Bladen County Board of Elections after learning about them from Matthis. Dowless-also admitted 
that he received a call from SBE investigators asking about Croom and telling himn-that they “wanted to 
speak talk to Caitlyn.” Dowless stated that he, Croom, and Matthis had not. done anything wrong.and 
there was “nothing going on.” When pushed by Matthis regarding the other ballots he and Craom 
brought to Dowless, he abruptly ended the.call by saying he had a call coming in. 


Following the above call, Matthis-and Croom were asked to comment on what Dowless had said and 
summarize their dealings with Dowless. Croom stated that Dowles’’ assertion that he paid them an 
“average of $20.00 per day” was incorrect since they would bring him at least two “batches” of request 
forms and/or ballats per week. Matthis added that they brought in at least $300.00 a week. Croom 
stated that Dowless did not provide her with receipts until after the Baldwin complaint had surfaced and 
that the receipts did not reflect the true amounts that Déwléss had paid. 


Concerning wrongdoing by Baldwin, Matthis stated he is 100% certain that Baldwin signed the request 
forms for her family members by signing their names onthe form. He recalled telling her that she could 
sign for them using her own name-on the right side of the request form. However, Baldwin stated she 
could sign their names and that Matthis should just turn his head away while she did'so. [Investigator’s 
Note; Baldwin never sent the absentee ballots for tierself and her family into the BOE:] 


Matthis and Croom stated that the wrongdoing by Baldwin-was not the reason they originally brought 
her ballots to Dowless.and that Dowless. had no knowledge of any wrongdoing until Matthis.informed. 
him subsequent to Baldwin filing her complaint-with the Bladen County BOE.. Matthis.and Croom stated 
that Dowless knew that he was paying both of them to bring ballots to‘him as-proof that the.voter had 
followed through with the absentee ballot request. 
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The above referenced signed statements from Maithis and Croom are:attached and.made a pait hereto, 
as is a copy of the sample ballot giveri ta Matthis by Dowless. 


2016-141 /Active 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 





Case Number: 2016-141 

investigator{s)}: Joan.Fleming/Marshall Tutor 

Document: Supplement to interview of Caitlyn Croom and Matthew Matthis, 11/16/2016 
County{s): Bladen County 


Subject(s Patriots for Progress iE PAC 
Possibfe Absentee Ballot Fraud - 11/08/2016 General Election; 


On 11/16/2016, Caitlyn Croom DOB f/1996, and Matthew Matthis, DOB [/1994, residing at 

nn \er interviewed by NCSBE Investigators Joan 
Fleming.and Marshall Tutor concerning an election investigation. (Full text of that interview is contained 
in a-separate report.) 


Asa result of the information Matthis provided in the above referenced interview, Mathis provided 
access to his and Croom’s shared cellphone. He displayed text messages residing on his cellphone 
associated with McCrae Dowless and Michael Register which he stated were associated with his work 
for Dowless in soliciting absentee voters. 


The writer took photographs of the text messages displayed, copies of which are attached to this report. 
a The original photographs are maintained in the case file. 
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Fleming, Joan 








From: Cynthia Shaw <elections@bladenco.org> 

Sent: Thursday, November 17,2016 3:04 PM 

Tor Fleming, Joan 

Subject: FW: Election Protest 

Attachments: ElectionProtestForm: Bladen Co Soil Water ~Signed Amdt pdf 
Per your request ! 


From: Steve Roberts [mailto:sroberts@hvjt:law] 
Sent: Thursday, November 17,2016 9:04.4M 
To: elections@bladénco.org 

Subject: Election Protest 


Attn: Director Cynthia Shaw — 


Please find attached an amendiment to.the election protest filed with your office concerning the General Election held in 
Gladen County, North Carolina on November 8; 2016. The amendment corrects the protestor’s name and adds in the. 
forensic document analysis previously submitted with your office. 


Sincerely, Steve Roberts 


Steve Roberts 


sroberts@hyvjtlaw 


Holtzman Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky PLLC 
45 North Hill Drive, Suite 100. 
Warrenton, VA 20186 

C; 202.294.1613 

Oz 540.341.8808 

F: 540.341.8809 

Admitted in Virginia ond 0.C. 


PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL 

‘This communication and any eccompanying documents efe confidential and privileged. “They are intended for the'sole usé-of the addressee: If you 
receive this transmission in efror, you ere advised that any disclosure. copying. distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance upon this cormmunication 
is stictly prohibited. Moreover, any such disclosure shall not compromise or waive the atiomey-dient, aecountant-ctient, of other piivileges as to this 
corrimunication or otherwise, If you have recsived this communication in error. please contact me ai the above email address, Thank you. 


DISCLAIMER 

Any'accounting, business 6f tx advice contained in this communication; including attachments and endostres, 's notintended as a thorough, in-depth 
analysis of Specific issues. nor a substitute for a formal opinion, 10 isit sufficient to avoid tax-related penalties. if desired, Hotzman Vogel Josefiak, PLLC 
would be piased to perform the requisite research and provide yolr wth 2 derailed written analysis. Such an engagement maybe the subject of a separate 
engagement letter that would define the scope and limits of the desired constttation Services. 








Pursuant to. North Carolina General Statutes Chapier 132, Public Records, this electronic mail message and arly 


i 


attachments héreto,.as well as any: aecroke Xl hit.2s8 is As be sent in respbrbA ef 208 


considered public record and as such.are subject to request and review by third parties. 
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S: 163-182:9(c) 


This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timeframes: set out in GS. 163-182:9 
(b)(4). Please print or type your answers. Feel free to use and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 
questions below. You may also attach rélevaat exhibits and documents. Please number the pages ‘of such additional 
sheets and attachments. 


1. Full name and mailing address of person filing the protest. 
Leslie McCree Dowless Jr. 


P.O. Box 253 
Elizabethtown, NC 28337 





2. Home and business phone nuinber, fax number, and e-mail address. 


Home/Business Phone: 910-885-1121 
Email: Mcerae. Dowless@mail. com 


3. Are you either .a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election? 
Ifa candidate, for what office? 


Registered voter eligible to vote in this election in Bladen County. 


Candidate for Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor. 





4. List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested. Name: all candidates in the election and the. 
number of votes each received. Note the winning candidate(s) elected or nominated. 


November 8, 2016, Bladen County, Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor. 
Candidates: McCrae Dowless (Winner), 7,744 votes; Write-In Candidates including Franklin Graham, 3,743 votes. 
Additionally, all other candidates on the bailot inthis November 8, 2016 Genera! Election in Bladen County. 





5. Does this protest involve an alleged error in vote count or tabulation? If'so, please explain in detail. 


No. 





6. Dogs this protest involve an irregularity or misconduct not described in number 5 above? If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who committed such action. 


Yes. The voters of Bladen’ County, Noxth Carolina, appear to be the victims of a massive scheme to run-an absentee 


ballot mill involving hundreds of ballots, perpetrated. by and throngh the Bladen County Improvement Association 
PAC. 





Lipoit in-person visual review of mail-in absentee ballots by a forerisic handwriting expert, it appears that literally 
hundreds of fraudujent ballots were cast. These ballots all appear to have been‘cast in support ofa ticket of 
candidates, but in particular fora write-in candidate for the Bladen County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Supervisor. Despite the unustally large number of ballots cast for a particular write-in candidate named Franklin 
Graham, it appéars that out of the hundreds of ballots reviewed that voted for Mr-Graham, the handwriting on 
hundreds of those ballots matches only about a dozen handviriting styles. 
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In particular, one very-active:absentee ballot “witness,” Deborah Monroe, who was apparently personally validating 
validated at least'67 mail-in absentee ballots, appears to have written in “Franklin Graham” as a write-in candidate at 
teasi 71 times. In further shocking evidence of this scheme, the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC filed 
reports with the North Carolina State Board of Elections admiring they that it paid Ms: Monroe multiple payments 
totaling $550 for “G.0.T,V.” See Atachment at 8, 23,47. 


‘Other payments which are disclosed on Bladen County: Imiprovement Association PAC contribution reports include 
the following: 


Mary Johnson, witness for'74 ballots, $450; 

Lola: Wooten, witness for. 58 ballots, $500; 

Deborah Cogdelt, witness for 45. ballots (including both witnesses on I ballot}, $300; and 
Bridgette Keaton, witness for 16 ballots, $630. 


While the Bladen County Improvement Association PAC has many funders, its single largest funder is the Noith 
Carolina Democratic Party, supporting the organization with'a $2;500 contribution. See Attachment at 7. Not only 
was the Democratic Party itself. an active supporter of this organization, a number of Democratic campaigns for 
North Carolina state office made financial contributions to the PAC. These include the Michael Morgan. Comrnittee 
contributing $2,500, backing the recently-elected Democrat North Carolina Supreme Coprt Justice; the Committee 
to Elect Dan Blue Il contributing $1,000, backing the unsuccessful Democratic nominee for North Carolina 
‘Treasurer; the Committés to Elect Robert, Wilson contributing $1,000, backing the unsuccessful candidate for the 
Democratic nomination for Lieutenant Governor, and the Committee to. Elect Judge Vince Rozier, contributing, 
$250, backing the unsuccessful Democratic. nominee for North Carolina Court of Appeals. 


Several other batches of mail-in absentee ballots of between 5.and 15 have handwriting samples that appear to 
match. 


‘These are-not simply helpful individuals who have attempted to assist a large swath of Bladen County’s votérs to 
castitheir ballots. This is the shocking evidence iesulting from a blatant stheme to try'to impact the voting results of 
an entire county and pérhaps even sway statewide and federal elections. This is clear from the fact that only:a very 
few of the voter assistance sections of these mailed-in absentee: ballots have been completed, despite being: 
completed by just a few individuals. 


Therefore, it appears that a surprisingly small number of individuals were responsible for casting a very large 
aumber of ballots. Few of these ballots were properly indicated as having been completed with assistance by a'third 
party. i 


I will also be submitting a report from a Forensic Document Examiner that details much of the haridwriting analysis 
outline above. That will be submitted under separate cover as soon as.the report is. completed : 





7. Please set out all election’ laws ‘or cégulation’: that you allege were violated in your responses to 3 or 6 
above: State how each violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers-of thosé who 
you allege commited such violations. 


N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(a)(1), 
NIC. Gen. Stat. § 163-226 .3(a}(2) 
N.C. Get. Stat. § 163-226 .3(a)3) 
N.C. Gen. Stat. §. 163-226 3(a)(7) 
N.C, Gen. Stat. §163-237 

WC. Gen. Stat §.163-275(4) 
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Additionally, the [perpetrators violated numerous federal laws dealing with the open and fair conduct of elections, 
including 18 U.S.C. § 134! as defined by 18 U.S.C. § 1346. 





8. Pleas provide the names, addresses, and phons-auribers ‘of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged. by you in 
‘this protest, and specify what each witness listed'saw or knows. 


James Brian Hebl, Bladen County Board of Elections 
30] S Sypress. St 

Elizabethtown, NC 28337 

910-862-6951 

Derails described in the Attachment io this Protest at}. 


Jerol Kivet 

PO Box 590 

Clinton NC 28329 

Personally viewed sample of the mail-in absentee baliots and cen corroborate their atuhenticity and details regarding 
the:review of those ballots. 


Charlotte Were 

2161 Southridge Drive 

Belmont, NC 28012 

704-860-7992, 

Evaluated a sample of the mail-in absentee ballots, with a fiill report 10 follow this complaint. 





f 9, ‘What action do.you desire the county board of elections to take in this matter? 


The Bladen ‘County Board’of Elections. must invalidate ali ‘ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be 
fraudulently prepared and cast ds described herein. In particular, any of the mail-in absentte ballots which have been 
traced to’ this fraudulent scheme must be immeédiately invalidated es they are notable to be cured, 


10. Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient:to have affected or cast doubt. upon the results ofthe 
protested election? If your answir is yes, please’ state the factual basis for your opinion. 


Yes. The described allegations clearly demonstrate a pattern of fraudulent ballots cast for thie election held on 
November 8, 2016 in Bladen County. The fraud appears to have been intended to influence, in part, the outcome of 
the Soil .and'Weter Conservation District Supervisor's race, however a ballot deemed fraudulent must similarly not 
be counted for any office voted. 





11. Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G.S. 163-182.9 
through G.8. 163-182:14 and current North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to élection 
protests? 


Yes. 





12. How many pages of additional ainswer are attached to this provest? 0 
How many pages of attachments are attached? 49 


Uy Lys, Barta obs 


Signature of Protestor by Yop a 


oo te 
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Date/Time Filed with County Board 





(io be filled out by the county board) 


NOTE: The county board mist provide the State Board with a complete copy of @ filed protest within one business 
day after it is filed. In addition, the county board shall. provide a copy of the election audit with this copy of the 
protest. 


Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board of Elections, PO 
Box.27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173. 


( 
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Brian-Heh} 

PO Box 592 
Dublin-NC:28332 
910-876-1579 


2 November 2016 


Joan Fleming 
NCSBOE 


Re: Absentee Ballot Irregularities 


Dear. Mrs. Fleming: 


At your direction from the previous email in regards to absentee ballot irregularities, we 
reviewed those ballots and envelopes, and separeted them to be photocopied. Due toa possible missed 
ballot and or vote, the absentee. machine. was zeroed and all absentees from 10-18-16 were processed 
through the voting machine again. While Chairman Ludlum and Secretary Daniel ran the ballots 
through, Director Shaw and } separated out the envelopes for those that had write-in votes. We did this 
by matching the ballots from the outstack bin to the envelopes, after Ludlum end Daniels put them 
through the machine. We were tn direct view of both operations so. that.all members couid see both 
processes for oversight. During that separation, there were several handwriting patterns that were 
overtly simjlar, Furthermore, those handwriting patterns were specific to certain names on the 
envelopes. By the end of the sorting process, | could determine the name on the envelope with a very 
high degree of accuracy, just by seeing the handwriting on the ballot. Of these names, two Stood out. 
One is Patricia Cogdelt, and the other is Deborah Monroe. Im in no way a handwriting expert, but 
some of the characters in the handwriting on the ballots appear to be similar in morphology to-her 
signature. With Deboreh Monroe, her handwriting has 2 slant that looks to be written left handed. The 
tops.of the letters lean towards the left, while the voters’ signatures generally lean to the right. 
However, on the. ballots, the write-in names lean similar to Monroe's signatures. After reviewing those 
ballots, dé not recall seeing any of them with written documentation that they actually assisted the 
voters, only that they witnessed the voters filling in the ballots. We have not done any other ballots due. 
to the time consuming orocess.on-1 November, 2016: ‘We, asa board have agreed to finish the 
absentee ballots on Monday before the election. At that time, we can, if you wish, look at more 
envelopes and ballots, but with the ones found on 1 November, ! believe there are-an overwhelming: 
number of occurrences already, to review and investigate. Hf you have any questions whatsoever, please 
feel free to contact me. 


Sincerely: 


Eee 


James:Bnan Hehi 
Member, Bladen County Board of Elections 


OT, 
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Contributions from Political Party Committees 
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GrantR. Sperry 
Charlotte W. Ware 
Forensic Document Examiners 
(704)-860-7992 

email: chatote@ide-sperry com 
wunw feie-cperry.com 





FORENSIC LABORATORY REPORT 


November 15, 2016 


Roger Knight, P.A. 
8510 Six Forks Rd. Ste. 102 
Raleigh, NC 27615 


Request dated: November 11, 2076 
Lab Referral Number: 16-1112 


RE: Forensic Document Examinations. — on site; Bladen County Board of Elections- 
November14, 2016 


EXHIBITS 

Envelopes Photocopies.of approximately 275 voter envelopes containing voter signatures 
and witness signatures 

Ballots Photocopies of approximately 400 balfois containing write-in candidate by the 


name of “Franklin Graham” 


PROBLEM 


Deiemine whether the “Franklin Graham” handwrittev/hand prinied entries onthe ballots 
were written by one, or more than one writer. 


EXAMINATION FINDINGS 


The ‘Franklin Graham handwriling/hand printing on the various ballots were examined, inter- 
compared and assessed for identification value... Ail of the “Franklin Graharn” handwritten 
entries were found to contain writing features and characteristics of value for identification 
purposes, 
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LAB REPORT 15.1712 
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Examinations and intér-comparisons between the ballots were conducted. Some of the 
“Franklin Graham” wating was in cursive,and some was.hand printed. The purpose of the 
forensic. examinations and intecomparisons.was io assess the writing features and 
characteristics for similar and distinguishing features which would provide a basis for 
determining whether one, or more than one writer wrote the questioned “Franklin Graham” 
entries. 


Comparisons of the. writing features and. characteristics within the “Franklin Graham” entries 
on the respective ballots revealed distinctive similarities and distinguishing differences which 
provided. @ basis for the ballots to be associated or grouped by writer. 


CONCLUSION 


There are indications many of the ‘Franklin Graham’ entries were written by the same writer, 
Based:on the distinctive similar and distinguishing writing features observed in the ‘Franklin 
Graham’ entries examined, the ballots were.grouped.. There are indications the ballots within 
each.Group referenced below was written by a.single writer. 


Group 1: 71 ballots 
Group 2: 46 ballots 
Group 3: 18 ballots 
Group 4: 18 ballots 
Group 5:11 ballots 
Group 6: 6 ballots 

Group 7: 5 ballots 


REMARKS 


Time constraints, the farge number of exhibits to be examined, and-the fact that the ballots 
were not originals were limiting factors in the examination. if the ballots were examined in the 
proper-sétiing, with ample time for examination and inter-comparisons, more-conclusive 
results would be possible. Further, provided ample time for more detailed 
éxarninations/comparisons, a determination as to whether the remaining ‘Franklin Graham’ 
writings (ballots) Can be associated with existing or additional groups would be possible. 
Because of the existence of handwritten-and hand printed ‘Franklin Graham’ entries and the 
difficulty of inter-comparisons, it is possible the ‘Franklin Graham’ entries in one or more 
groups may be the product of one wnier. 


Comiparable similar writing characteristics were noted between the writings within Group 1 
and the ‘Witness’ Deborah Monroe hand printed entries on-the respective envelopes. 
Further examination of these documents would result in a more definitive finding. 


ams 
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LAB REPORT 16-1712 
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Examinations of the remaining ‘winess’ related writings were not conducted-due totine 
consiraints, 


EVIDENCE DISPOSITION 


All photocopied baliots.and efvelopes were retained by the Bladen County Board of 
Elections. No photographs were allowed to-be taker arid photocopies were not allowed to be 
made of the ballots. 


Reasons and Bases 


The referenced examinations and comparisons were conducted utilizing published standard 
methodologies as prescribed by ASTM Intemational Standard &-2290 (or other) and by the 
Scientific Working Group for Forensic Document Examination (SWGDOC). 


The conclusions stated above generally adhere to published standard terminology as 


prescribed by ASTM International Standard E-1658 and by the SWGDOC standard entiled 
‘Standard Terminology for Fxpressing Conclusions of Forensic Document Examiners.’ 


ChateiPs-t)e— 


Charlotte W. Ware 
Forensic Document Examiner 
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Cynthia Shaw 
te 


Frorn: Cynthia Shaw <¢lections@bladenco:org> 

Sent: Friday, November 18,2016-4:41 PM. 

To: ‘Lawson, Joshua’; 'Strach, Kim’; Fleming, Joan’; 'marshalltutor@ncmeilnet’ 
Subject: FW: Supplement to L. McCraz Dowless protest _ 


Attachments: Heather Register pdf : 


Please add to McCrae Dowless Protest in Bladen County. Just gotit. 
Cynthia P. Shaw 

Director 

Bladen County Director 


From: Gabriela Fallon [mailto:gfallon@hvjtiawt 
Sent: Friday, November:18, 2016 4:24 PM 

To: elections@bladenco.org 

Subject: Supplement to L. McCrae Dowless protest 


Good aftemoon, 


Attached is an affidavit from Heather Register, a registered voter in Bladen County. Please accept the affidavit as a sui pplement to. 
the protest filed by.Leslie McCrae Dowless earlier this week. 


Best regards, 


Gaby Fallon 


Gabriela Fallon 
lon law 





Holtaman Vogel Josefiak:Torchinsky PLLC 


PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL : 

This communication. and any accompanying documents’ are confidential and privileged. They are inlontied for the’sote-usé of the addressee: Hf you receive this 
transthission in ero, you asa advised thal any disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action In seiarice: upon this communication is strictly 
prohibited, Moreover any such disckisurs shall not compromise or valve the attomey-clfeni, ectountant-cflert, or other pitvileges 2s to this communication or olhemwase, tf 
you have received this communication in efter, please contact me attne above emai address. Thank you. i 


DISCLAIMER, 

‘Any accounting, business or tax advice contained in this communication, including attachments and eiciosures, is not intended as a thorough, in-deplt analysis of specif: 
issves, nor a stibstitrs for a formal opinion, nos is it sufficient to avoid tax-reiated penalties. If desired, Hottaman Vogel Jocefiak, PLLC would be pleased to perioim tho, 
Tequiste riseatch and provide you wih a detailed writen analysis, ‘Suchan engagenient may be the sulject of a separale engacement letter tha! would define the scope 
and limits of the dasired consultation services. 7 
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Cynthia Shaw 






From: Gabriela Fallon <gfallon@hvjtiaw> 

Sent Friday; Novernber 18, 2016424 PM 

To: election: lencoorg 

Subject: Supplement toL. McCrae Dowless protest 
Attachments: HeatherRegisterpdf ~ 


Good afternoon, 


Attached Is an affidavit from Heather Register, a registered voler in Bladen County. Please accept the affidavit as a supplement to 
thé protest'filed by Leslle McCrae Dowless earlier this week. : 


Best regards, ie 
Gaby Fallon 


Gabriela Fallon 
gfallon@injtlaw 


Holtzman Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky PLLC 


PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL 
‘This communication and any accompanying documents. are’ confidential and privieged. They ase intended for ‘he sole use of the addresses. “If you receive this 
‘ransmigsion:in error, you ‘are achised’ that any. disclosure, copying, dstiibution, or the’ taking ‘of any ection’ in reliance upon this communication is stéctly 
prohibited, Moreover, any such disclosure shall nol compromise or waive the atlomey-cient, accountant-cliert, or other privileges. as to this communication orothonwisa, #1 
You have received this communication in ertor,;ploaso contact mo at the above email addrece. Thank you. 


DISCLAIMER 
Any aocounting, business or tax advice contalned in this communkation, including attachments and enclosures, is not intended as a thorough in-depth analysis of specific 
issties, nora substliute for a format opinion, nor.& It sullilers to avoid tax related penalties. ifdesired, Holunan Vogel Jaselfak, PLLG vould by pleased to perfann the 

site research and: provide you with a detaifed written anelysis. Such an engagement may be the sudject of a separa’e engagement letter that Viould define the scope 


requisite d 
and Iimits of the desired consultation services. 
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ABEIDAVIT 


North Carolina 
zt 
comyo Blader 


Heather & G21 ster , appearing before the undetsigned 


Name of principal 


notary and being duly sworn, says that: 


L 


@ 


My nameis Heather Register and Lam a registered voter in Bladen Counay, North. 5 


Carolina. 


Treside at 1878 Braxton Edge Road, Fayetteville, NC 28312, with my husbaud, 


Timothy Register, and my son, Michael Register. 


hi approximately late September/early October, my son's friend, Caitlyn Croom 


arrived at our horie accompanied by attend named Matthew. 


Caitlyn and Matthew advised my family and me that if we filed absentee request 
forms, sve would receive absentee ballots in our mail and we could vote by mall 


without haying to go to the polis 10 cast ont vores. 


Caitlyn. and Metihew also mentioned they could yeceive payment in. the amount of 
$20 if they-secured a certain number of absentee balfor request forms from voters: 


they did not share information on who would te paying them for this work, 


My family and Leompleted our abseittee request forms with Caitlyn and Matthew. 


“Bowever, the absontee ballots never arrived at our home, 


. On November 8, 2016. i weni to. my polling place to cast my vole. 
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=. 


8. When I arrived, the pol! workers informed me I could not vote because my absence 
ballot had already been cast on October 6, 2016. 


9. Additionally, the poll workers advised tas that absentee ballots had also been. 


received for my husband and son- 


10, Lexplained that the abseates ballots never arrived at our home and we had not 


Submitted those abseatecs ourselves. 


1 


. Twas told I could not vote and was provided the aumber for the Bladen County Boatd 


of Elections. 


1% J informed the Bladen County Board of Eleotions of the absentee ballots that were 


submitted in my family’s name without our Knowledge or consent. 
f 43. Neither my family nor I'voted provisionally 
f os, 
Leto. Ke, 
Affiat 


Sworn to (oraffirmed} and subscribed before me this the_ “EF _day of Movenher Zor 
20. 


(Official Sealy Ake te. le2 x 
Official Signanuré of Roway 



















Grates W. Sci, ‘ . 
ie Drrles Ur, Seles Te, Notary Poblis 
Cumberland County, Notary'’s prinied or typed name 


ey Conumission Expires. 





My commission expires:_ £2 f, ST f Sas 
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NCSBE 


Case # 2016-166 
NOVEMBER 2016 GENERAL ELECTION 
PROTESTS; 

Voter Fraud Allegations/Possible False 
Statements to Affect Election Outcome — 
11/08/2016 General Election 


Kat 
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SHANAHAN LAW GROUP :c 


TOUGH » SMART « PROVEN 


December 2, 2016 
Via E-waail 
(osha Lawson @nesbe.gov) 








Joshua Lawson 

General Counsel 

‘Noxth Caroling State Board. of Elections 
P.O Box 27255 

Raleigh, North Carolina, 27611 


RE: Snre Protest of Election hy Leslie MeCrae Dowless, Jr., Bladen Coumty 
Dear Mr.Tawson, 


I represent the McCrory Committee with regard to the olection protest filed by Leslic 
McCrae Dowless, Jr. in Bladeu Connty concerning possible absentee ballot fraud (the “Protest”). 
At 1:30 pm. yesterday, December 1, 2016, the North Carolina State Board of Elections 
CNCSBE’} noticed its bearing on the Protest, to oceur tomorrow, December 3, 2016, at 1:30 pan, 
(the “Hearing”. . 


‘NAG. Gen. Stat. §§ 163-182.10-and 182.11 allows the NCSBE to teceive evidence from, 
inter alia, persons to whom notice of the hearing was provided. The McCrory Commitiee quatifies: 
asa person to whout notice of the hearing was provided, and hereby notifies the NCSBE of its 
intentta present evidence at the Hearing, 


As you know, the NCSBE bas decided to hear the Protest on an accelerated timeline, only 
giving the 48-hour minimum statutory notice allowed mder the North Carolina Open Meetings 
Act for the Hearing, Due fo the compressed timeline, the number of witnesses identified in the 
Protest (as originally filed and amended) aid the Expert Report of Charlotte W, Ware, and the fact 
that the NCSBE is itself conducting an investigation into the issues raised in the Protest, I expect 
that the NCSBE has sed sponte soaght to secure the attendance .of relevant witnesses ahd 
dbouments necessary for its full consideration of the Proiest on the merits. This includes: 


® Witness subpoenas, or otherwise securing the attendance of at least the following people: 


o. Brian Hehl @Meniber of Bladen Comty Board of Elections); 
o Chatloite Ware (Handsrriting Expert who submitied report in: comection with the. 
Protest); 
o Heather Register (Affiant who testified that she requested absentee ballot that she 
never received and was voted by someone else); 
o Debra Moore (person who spparenily both signed as a witness and filled out the 
_-ytite-in pari of ubsehice ballots); 


2 199 8, Hour ‘Srezer, Sure 300 A949) 856-9494. » 1-856-392-1962 7501 FAuss OF NEUSE ROAD, SUITE 200 


Ratzigy, NC 27601 wwv.shanzhaalawgtoup:com Razsies, NC 27615 


| 
i 
t 
I 
f 
i 
“i 
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General Comnsel, North Carolina State Board of Elections 
December 2,.2016. 
Page 3 of 2 


o Lola Wooied (persoa who apparently both signed as a witness and filled out the 
write-in pavt of absentee ballots); 

o Mary Johnson (oerson who appatenily both signed a8 a witness and filed ovt the 
write-in part of absentee ballots); 

o Any NCSBE, Bladen Connty Board of Hlentions, or other state employes involved 
th investigating the issues raised in the Protest. 


* Document sabposnas, ox otherwise obtaining for consideration as évidencd at the Hearing 
_ atleast the following: 


o Theretlacted copies of the absentee ballots at-issne that the Bladen County Board 
of Elections allowed the members of the pnblic to review; 

o& The originals of the absentee ballots at issue foe the Board to review in camera: 

6 The origital envelopes-and redacted copies of the envelopes made available tothe . 
public for the absentee ballots at issve, 


‘We note that Ms. Ware was not permitted in duplicate or retain copies of the redacied 
‘ballois of absentee. envelopes that she was allowed to review and which substantially foom the 
basis for her expertreport, We also note that Ms. Wate’s time io review the copies of the redacied 
ballots and absentee envelopes was limited to afew hours. 


Please confirm whether or votthe following people and. dociiments will be available at the 
Heming tomorow. In addition, to the extent that the NCSBE bas not subpoenaed or otherwise 
seoured the atiendance of the above people and documerits atthe hearing, please consider this as a 
request under NVC. Gen. Stat § 163-182.10(0)() for a Board. Member to issus subpoenas for 
people and documents.. It is the McCrory Comittee’ s position that semming these documents and 
people ave necessary for its ability to be heard af the Mearing, 


Sincerely. 
SHANAHAN LAW GROUP, PLLC 
Vy 


John BE. Branch Ti 


ay 


3 December 2, 2016 
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Kevin J. Hamition 
KHamilon@pertinsccie.com 
D. +1,206.359.8741 
Fe 4+1.206.159,9741 


VIA EMAIL TRANSMISSION 


A. Grant Whitney, Jr, Chairman 
Rhonda K. Amoroso, Secretary 

James Baker, Member 

Maja Kricker, Member 

Joshua D. Malcolm, Member 

North Carolina State Board of Elections 
441 North Harrington St, 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27603 
elections.sboc@nesbe.gov 


Re: Ine Protest of Election by Leslie McCrae Dowless Jr. 
Dear Members of the North Carolina State Board of Elections: 


E write on behalf of Roy Cooper and the North Carolina Democratic Party. The purpose of 
this letter is to request that the Board take no action with regard to the Election Protest filed 
by Leslie McCrae Dowless Jr. that would disenfranchise voters who committed no election 
law violation, and to count their votes, at least with regard to elections that are not implicated 
in Mr. Dowless’s Protest. 


Mr. Dowless’s Protest alleges that individuals assisting voters, rather than the voters 
themselves, wrote the name of write-in candidate “Franklin Graham” on “hundreds” of 
ballots. See Protest § 6. The protest appears to be alleging a violation of N.C. Gen. Stat. § 
163-226.3(a)(1), which makes it a felony “[fjor any person except the voter’s. near relative or 
the voter’s verifiable legal guardian to assist the voter to vote an absentee ballot when the 
voter is voting an absentee ballot other than under the procedure described in G.S. 163-2272; 
provided ‘that if there isnot a near relative or legal guardian available to assist the voter, the 
voter may request some other person to give assistance,”! 


! To the extent Mr. Dowless’s Protest alleges that individuals seryed as a witness for multiple 
absentee ballots, that is not a violation of law; and it-certainly is not 2 violation of Jaw by the voter, 
‘who would have no reason fo know how many envelopes a particular individual has signed as.a 
‘witness, 


7879 
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The campaign of former Gov. Pat McCrory spent about $260,000 through a legal defense iE 
fund after Election Day to challenge absentee ballots, vote counting practices and voter 
eligibility. The total appears in.campaign finance reports filed this. month with the State Board 
of Elections. McCrory, a Republican, had sought a recount and filed election protests after 
election night totals showed him losing by just thousands of votes. Some filings claimed. that 
ineligible voters had cast ballots, while others claimed absentee ballot and vote counting 
irregularities, but most nearty all the complaints: were rejected:by the elections board. 
Hearings on. the protests. meant that Democrat Roy Cooper was not formally declared the 
winner until early December. 

The governor's race “overtime” -- as. McCrory once described it -- proved costly for both 
campaigns, which répeatedly asked supporters to donate money te fund the legal process. 
McCrory's finance report includes 4 $24,257 bili from attomey Roger Knight as well.as a 
$40,000 bill from Shanahan Law Group, which includes attorney John Branch, who 
represented the campaign before McCrory appointed fim to. chair the State Ethics 
Commission. The legal fund also-spent $46,563-0n payroll expenses for about a-dozen 
campaign staffers. who remained employed into December, as well.as travel expenses for the 
staffers who reviewed ballot records in counties across the state looking for evidence of voter 
fraud. McCrory had help from the campaigns of U.S. Sen. Richard Burr and U.S. Rep. Richard 
Hudson, fellow Republicans who each chipped in. $4,000 to the legal defense fund. 

The igga! battle. was costly for Cooper's campaign too, but it’s difficult to-determine the exact 
cost because he did not set up a séparete legal defense fund. His campaign's final report for 
2016 does net include payrnents to the national law firm of Perkins Coie, which represented. 
the campaign and the N.C. Democratic Party in Board of Elections hearings. Kevin Hamilton 
and Marc Elias — who also represented Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign ~ helped 
Cooper oppose voter fraud allegations. Morgan Jackson, a representative for the Cooper 
campaign, said Tuesday that the legal expenses aren't included in the finance report because 
the campaign hasn't réceived the bills yet. Jackson said he expects the "six figure” payments 
will appear in the first finance report of 2017. The cost may be split with the N.C. Democratic 
Party, he added: Like the McCrory campaign, the Cooper campaign continued to-.pay a 
number of staffers, fundraising consultants and office space rent into. December ~- long after 
campaigns would typically wind down operations. The final campaign finance reports of 2016 
also show how costly the race was. McCrory raised a total of $15.8 million during 2015 and 
2016, while Cooper raised $24.7 million during the same period. Those figures don't include 
spending by outside groups.(Colin Campbell, THE NEWS & OBSERVER, 1/24/17}. ~ 
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NORTH. CAROLINA INTHE GENERAL COURT OF TUSTICE 
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION 
GUILFORD COUNTY oad bs 17 CVS3273 
WY eh -S 
LOUIS M. BOUVIER, IR... KAI i : 
ANDREA NIBHANS, sates bi 
NIEHANS, » Be 
“4 UNCONTESTED MOTION FOR 
LEAVE TO FILE 
Plaintiffs, ) AMENDED COMPLAINT 
) 
v. ) 
) 
WITLIAM.CLARK PORTER, IV, } 
) 
Defendant ) 





Now COME Plaintiffs Louis M. Bouvier, Jr, Karen Andrea Niehans, and Samuel R. 
Niehans (Plaine), by and through their undersigned counsel, and move the Court pursuant. to 
Rule 15 of the North Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure for leave to amend their Complaint 
(attached hereto as Exhibit A). Pursuant to Local Rule.5.9, counsel for Plaintiffs has conferred 
with Defendant's Counsel, who indicates that he will neither consent fo nor oppose ‘this Motion. 
Jn support of this Motion, Plaintiffs state as follows: 

Plaintiffs, a group of duly registered Guilford County voitrs, filed this action against 
Defendant for defamation on February 8, 2017, contending that they were felsely accused of 
commiting felony voter ftand in the Novemiber 2016 general election Ox May 10, 2017, 
Defendant filed an Amended Motion to Dismiss which asserted that the alleged defamatory 
statements were “made toa quasi-judicial agency or body of the State” and were. therefore 
“absolutely privileged .or qnalifiedly privileged, baning any claim asserted by Piajutifis.? 
(Amended Moi. to Dism. af p. 1} On Ame: 7, 2017, this Court heard Defendant’s Motion to 


Dismiss which was denied by Order entered Jume 8, 2017, and filed on June 9, 2017. Thereatter, 


om 





os 


‘ 
F 
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Plaintiffs obtained certain written discovery from, Defendant and took Defendant’s deposition on 
July Be 2017, 

As a result of the information obtained from Defendant, Plaintiffs file this Mction for 
Leave to Amend in order to. file an Amended Complaint which seeks io add one additional 
plaintiff, six additional defendants.and assert one additional claim, in addition to treating the case 
as a.dass action on bebalf of all North Carolina voters falsely accused by defendants. of 
coxmnitting felony. voter fraud in. connection with the 2016 general ‘election in.Noith Carolina. 
Pursvant to Rule 15(@) of the Noxth Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure, “a party may amend Lis 
pleading only by leave of court ox by wiitten consent’ of the adverse party; and leave shall be 
freely given when justice so requxes.” “[L]eave to amend. should be freely granted. The dedsion 
to allow a motion to amend under Rule 15(@) is directed to the sound discretion of the superior 
court and is. accorded. gieat deférence.” Rone v. Winston-Salem, 207 N.C. App: 618,624; 701 
SB.2d 284, 289 010). 

Plaintiffs seek to.add six additional Defendants through their Amended Complaint: 
Holtzman Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky, PLLC (‘Holzman ‘Vogel”), Steven Roberts, Erin Clark, 
Gabriella Fallon, Sieven Saxe, and. the Pat McCrory Committee Legal Defense Fund. Based on 
information obtained through discovery, Plaintiffs believe thet these entities and individuals were 
xesponsible for facifiiating a statewide scheme to invalidate the results of the 2016 Gubermatonial 
Election, and maliciously or recklessly defamed voters across the stale. to achieve that end. 
Plaintiffs therefore additionally seek to assert.an additional based ox the relationships uncovered 
in the discovery process. Plaintiffs. seck to.add a claim for civil conspixacy against all original 
and new Defendants to establish that each is jointly-and severally liable for the hatmis that 


resulted to Plaintiffs Som the publication of defamatory information. The infomation obtained 


ote, 
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in discovery have led Plaintiffs to belicve that both the original Defendant and proposéd 
additional Defendants were ae ofa scheme that resulted inthe defamation of numerous voters 
all a¢ross the. state of North Carolina, such that it would be impracticable to join each individual 
voter as a Plaintiff in. this action. For this.reason, Plaintiffs seek to join only one additional. 
named Plaintiff and to; together with these additional named Plaintiffs, act as representatives for 
all stinilarly situated individuals in the state. 

Though “the. burden is upon the opposing party fo-establish that that party would be 
prejudiced by the amendment,” Maney v. Morris, 316.N.C. 67, 72; 340 S$. E.2d 397, 400 (1983), 


it is. apparent that no such prejudice exists here. Plaintiffs motion is timely, as the statute of 


. limitations for the underlying daim of defamation has not yel run and Plaintiffs move to file their 


Amended Complaint tm the earliest possible stage of this. tigation, as. the information 
necessitating amendment was only recently ascertained, and no trial dafe has yet been set. 
Therefore, no undue delay or prejudice will result should this. Court allow Plaintiffs leave to 
amend Additionally, granting this Motion would be in the interest Of justice, allowing Plaintiffs 
to hold accountable alll individuals and entities responsible for the bars that they have suffered. 
Further, alowing Plaintiffs to amend their Coxaplaint would “promoie[] judicial economy by 
avoiding the necessity for separate trials or for plaintiffs to filé first a separate complaint and then 
a motion tojoin the two.” Id 

For the foregoing reasons, and for such other reasons as xaay appear of record, Plaintiffs 
pray this Couit grant their Motion for Leave to Amend Complaint and that they be permitted to 
file the proposed qe" Complaint attached hereto as Exhibit A. 


This the day of October, 2017. 


Exhibit 2.2.2.1 184 of 278 





Wo CARLYLE SANDRIDGE & RICE, 
ali Liability Parmership 





555 Fayetteville Sireet, Suite 1100 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601 
Telephone: (919) 755-2135 
Facsimile: (919) 755-6067 
Email: pmillen@wesr.com 
mand@wesr.com 


OF COUNSEL: 


” Anita $. Earls, N.C. Bar #15597 
Allison J. Riggs, N.C. Bar #40028 
Southem Coalition for Social Justice 
' 1415 Highway 54, Suite 101 





| ‘Durbam, NC 27707 
Anita@southerncoalition.org 
Allison@southerncoilition.org 

( Attomeys for Plaintiffs 
co 
F 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 


This isto certify that the undersigned has this date served the foregoing, document upon 
the attomey listed below by fizst-class. moa, posiage prepaid: 


‘Marshall Hurley, Esq. 

Marsball Hurley, PLLC 

Suite 300 Gateway Business Center 
2400 Freeman Mall Road 
Greensboro, NC 27406 


‘q 
This the day of October, 2017. 


WOMBLE CARLYLE SANDRIDGE & RICE, 
ali Liability Partnership 


resshy M. ee 
Ripley Raid 
5: 


55 Fayetteville Street, Suite 1100 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601 
Telephone: (919) 755-2135 
Facsimile: (919) 755-6067 
Email: pmillen@wesr.com 

rand@wesr.com 


Attoracys for Plaintiffs 
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NORTH CAROLINA: IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE 
SUPERIOR. COURT DIVISION 
GUILFORD COUNTY 17 CVS 


LOUIS M. BOUVIER, JR., KAREN. 
ANDREA NIBHANS, SAMUEL R 
NIEBANS, and JOSEPH D. GOLDEN, 


Plaintiffs, 


ve AMENDED COMPLAINT 
WILLIAM CLARK PORTER, IV, 
HOLTZMAN VOGEL JOSEFIAK. 
TORCHINSKY PLLC, STEVE 
ROBERTS, ERIN CLARK, 

GABRIELLA FALLON, STEVEN, 

SAXE, and the PAT MCCRORY 
COMMITTEE LEGAL DEFENSE FUND, 


Defendants. ) 





Plaintiffs Louis M. Bouvier, Jr., Karen Andrea Niehans, Samvel R. Niebans, and Joseph 

D: Golden, by aad through their undessigned counsel, complain of, Defendants as follows: 
SUMMARY OF THE ACTION 

he This is a class action suit for defamation and civil conspiracy brought by a group 
of duly registered. North Carolina voters who were felsely accused by Some, if not all, 
Defendants, of legal voting ducing the 2016 Geacral Election. Plamtiffs are seeking, in addition 
to damages resulting from the defamation, to enjoin Defendants from further interference with 
the voting tights of Plaintiffs and other duly registered voters. 

PARTIES 
& Plaintiff Louis M. Bouvier, IJr., isa resident of Greensboro, North Carolina, and a 


registered voter in Guilford County. He is registered as unaffiliated with any political party and, 
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in past election. seasons, has voied.in both Republican and Democratic primaries. He'is.74 years 
old and has voted in. Guilford County since af least as early as 1988. 

3. Plaintifis Karen Andrea Niehans and Samuel R. Niehais are residents. of 
Jamestown, North Carolina, and zegistered voters in Guilford County. They are registered 


Democrats who moved te North Carolina fiom Wisconsin in 2016 and voted in Notth Carolina 


- for the first time in the 2016 General Election: 


4. Plaintiff Joseph D. Golden is a resident of Southport, North Carolina, aod a 
registered voter in Brunswick County. He is a.registered Democrat who moved to North 
Carolina from Maryland in:2016 and voted: in North Carolina for the first time in the 2016 
General Election. 

5: Defendant Wilham Clark Porter, IV, is, on information and belief, a resident of 
Greensboro, North Carolina. 

6 Defendant Holtaman Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky PLLC (“Holtzman Vogel”) is a 
law fin organized under the laws. of Virginia, with offices in Warrenton, Virginia, and 
Washington, DC 

& Defendant Sieve Roberts is an attorney employed by Holtzman Vogel and, on 
soformation and belief, is a zesident of Virgitiia. 

8. Defendant Erin Clark is an aitomey employed by Holtzman Vogel and, on 
jnformation.and belief, isa resident of Virginia. ; 

9. Defendant Gabrielle Fallon is afi attotmey employed by Holtzman Vogel and; on 
infonmation and belief, isa resident of Virginia 

10. Defendant Steven Saxe is an attomey employed by Holtzman Vogel and, on 


information and belief, is a resident of Virginia 


is] 


( 
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iL. / Defendant the Pat McCrory Committee Legal Defense Fund is an exttity formed 
tnder North Carolina election law for the purposes of fimding legal action taken by the then- 
Govemor, Pat McCrory, as part of his. campaign for re-election in 201 6. Its appointed treasurer is 
Jon Massachi, who is subject to duties, responsibilities, penalties, and Sabie, established in 
Subchapter VILL, Regulation of Election Campaigns, of Chapter 163 of the North Carolina 


General Statutes. 


JURISDICTION AND VENUE 





12 This is a class action for defamation and civil conspiracy under North Carolina 
jaw. This Court has jurisdiction over Plaintiffs and Defendants pursuant to N.C. Gen. Siat § 1- 
75.4. All Plaintiffs are natnral persons domiciled in North Carolina, Defendant Porter is.a natural 
person, domiciled in North Carolina, Defendant the Pat McCrory Comuitice Legal Defense Fund 
is organized under North Carolina election law and its officers are domiciled in North Carolina, 
and:Defendants Holizman Vogel, Roberts, Clark, Fallon, and Saxe are engaged in substantial 
activity within North Carolina. Furthermore, the claims arise out of acts that occurred within 
North Carolina, The amount in controversy is in excess of $25,000 under N.C. Gea Stat. § 7A- 
243. 

13. Vemeis proper in this County imder N_C.G:S. § 1-82. 

FACES. 

A. ‘The 2016 General Election 

14. The 2016 General Election fook place on November 8, 2016.. In the weeks prior 
to November 8, 2016, for the 17-day period beginning Ociober 19 and ending on November 5; 


2016, voters were able to cast their ballots early using one-stop absentee voting. 





Exhibit 2.2.2.1 _ 190 of 278 


15. Each of the Guilford County Plaintiffs im this case took advaniage of one-stop 
absentee voting and voted in the 2016 General Election prior to Election Day. 

16. Plaintiff Golden Hkewise took at tage of one-stop absentee voting in 
Brunswick County and voted inthe 2016 General Election prior to Election Day. 
B. The Defendants Libel The Plaintitis 

17. After Election Day, on November 7, 2016, in the’ wake of a close race for 
governor, then-Govemnor Pat MeCrory trailed now-Governor Roy Cooper by approximately 
5,000 votes. Then-Govemor McCrory refused to concede the election. 

18. On or about November 9, 2016, paperwork was filed with the North Carolina 
State Board of Elections to create the Pat McCrory Committee Legal Defense Fund. 

19. The law fixed of Holtzman Vogel was hired as legal counsel to’ the Pat McCrory. 
Cominittee Legal Defense Fund. 

20. In the days and weeks after Election Day, election protests were filed in excess. of 
50 of North Carolina’s 100 counties, cach alleging that registered voters had committed felony 
voter frand when voting while ineligible to vote. These accusations included ones of double 
voting, voting while ineligible because of a felony conviction, and voting in the name of dead 
voters. Double-voting, voting while ineligible because of a felony conviction, and voting in the 
pame of dead. voters are. all prohibited by N.C. Gen. Stat § 163-275, and such conduct is 
punisbable as.a felony under North Carolina law. 

21. Attomeys with tte Holtaman Vogel Jaw firm, im representing the Pat McCrory 
Committee Legal Defense Fund, arranged for individuals io file those election protests in each of, 


those-counties in. which an eléction protest was filed. 


oan 


ae 
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22. On November 17; 2016, Defendant Porter filed two documents with the Guilford 
County Boatd of Elections which are'at issue here. Both documents were filed ona form styled 
YElection Protest.” On each form, Defendant is listed as the “person filing the protest” and both 
forms state ‘that he is a “[rjegistered voter” éligible to vote in the protested election. Both fons 
also list Defendant as:the sole witness “to any misconduct alleged by you in this piotest” 

23. Both forms answer “fyles” io the question “[hJave you read and reviewed the 
North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in GS. 163-1829 through G.S. 163- 
182.14 and current North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to election 
protests” Both forms, in a line designated. “Signature of Protester,” also contain a signature of 
“William Porter” with the aided words, “authorized bys spc Upon information and belief; “spr” 
is Defendant Steve Roberts. 

24. In one of the “Elections Protests,” if siates that: 

Upon review of early voting files: from other ‘states, it appears that nine (9) 

individuals cast ballots in both North Carolina and another state. Casting a ballot 

in more than one state is.a clear violation of North Carola and federal elections 

laws. 

The form does not state tht-source of thé “early voting files ftom other states.” 

25. That same form g6es.on to state that “[i]n violation of thé statutes provided for 
above, invalid ballots were. cast by the following persons known to have voted in multiple 
states.” Among nine voters alleged to have votes in multiple States are Plaintiffs Bouvier and 
Mr. and Ms. Niehaus ‘who ace listed in the document filed by both name and street addiess. 

26. Contrary to the ‘allegations made wy Defendant Potter in his frst “Election 
Protest,” Plaintiffs Bouvier-and Mr. and Ms. Niehans voted only in ‘North Carolina during ‘the 


2016 General Election and didnot-vote in any other state. 





ess? 
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27. On November 17, 2016, Deftndant Exia Clack, employed by the Holtzman Vogel 
Jaw firm, filed another document with the Brmswick County Board of Elections which is-also at 
issue here. The docament was likewise on a form styled “Election Protest.” On each form, Joe 
Agovino is listed as the “person filing the protest” and both forms state that he isa “[rlegistered 
voter” eligible to vote in the protested election. The form also states that Mr. Agovino is the sole 
witness “to any mistondact alleged by you m this protest.” 

28. On the submitted fom, the protestor again answered. “fy}es” to the question 
“fhjave you read and edie the North Carolina Jaw pertaining to election protests as set out in 
GS. 163-1829 through G.S. 163-182.14 and current North Carolina State Board of Elections 
regulations pertaining to election protests.” Mr. Agovino signed the form, but it was submitted 
to the Bamswick County Board of Elections on his bebalf by Attorney Erin Clazk. Upon 
information and belief, the protest was drafted by, and based on information in the possession of, 
Defendant Clark and Defendant Holtzman Vogel. 

29. That same form goes on to state’ that “[ijn violation of the statutes provided for 
above, inyalid ballots were cast by the followimg persons imown to. haye voted in mnultiple 
states.” The form then names Plaintiff Golden, who is listed in the document filed by both name 
and stréet addvess. 

30. Upon information and belief, because Defendants Clark and Holtzman Vogel 
‘would not provide Mr. Agovino with any information to suppoxt the claims made in the “Election 
Protest,” Mx. Agovino withdrew his protest on the day of the hearing i tbe “Election Protest” 


before the Brnswick County Board of Elections. 


pas 





oo 
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31.  Conirary to the allegations made by Mr. Agdvino in his “Election Protest,” as 


‘drafted and submnitied: by Defendants Clack and Holtzman Vogel, Plaintiff Golden voted only im 


North Carolina during the 2016 ‘General Election and did not vote in any other state. 

32. Defendants Holtanan Vogel, Roberts, Clark, Fallon, and Saxe conspired with 
Defendant the Pat McCrory. Committee Legal. Defense Fund and Defendant Porter, among others, 
to defame Plaintiffs, accusixig tient wrongly of committing felony conduct. of double voting, of 
voting while ineligible because of a felony conviction, or.of voting-in the name of dead voters, © 
and causing them injury to their reputations and emotional dismess and ham. 

33. Defendant Steve Roberts also submitted election protests on behalf of protestors, 
or otherwise caused protests to. be. submitted, in Granville, Forsyth, Moore, Northampton, 
Halifax, and Wayne Counties in North Carolina. , 

34. Defendant Erin Clark also submitted election: protests on behalf of ‘protestors, or 
otherwise caused protests fo. be submitted, in Beaufort, Johnston, Mecklenburg, Cumberland, and. 
Stokes Countiés in North Carolina. 

35. Defendant Gabriella Fallon submitted an election protest on behalf of a protestor 
in Wake County, North Carolina 

36. Defendant Steven Saxe submitted election protests on. behalf of protestors, or 
otherwise caused protests fo be submitted, in Orange, Lee, and Buncombe Counties i North 
Carolina. 

37. Defendants’ false aecnsations against Plaintiffs subjected them to. adverée. 
publicity locally, state-wide, and even nationally, as various media reported, the allegations and 


then elaborated on them. This embarrassment and harm to their reputations was compounded by 


_ the fact that public hearings were-noticed and held to consider Defendants’ accusations, which 
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was further reported in the media. Each ofthe Defendants” “Elections Protests” were ultimately 
dismissed as meritless or catia. 
CLASS ACTION ALLEGATIONS: 
38. Plaintifis bring this action on behalf of themselves and all others similacly situated 


: (the “Proposed Class”), pursuant to Rule 23 of the North Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure. The 


Proposed Class is. defined as follows: 


All registered North Carolina voters who were wrongly identified as having 

engaged in voting. imegularities in connection with the 2016 General 

Election in putative Election Protests filed by Defendants. Excluded from 

the Proposed Class are any and all judges, justices, chambers’ staff, jurors 

assigned. to hear or adjudicate any aspect of this litigation, and members of 

their immediate families. 

39. Based upon the number of putative Election Protesis filed by Defendanis, there 
are, on information’and belief, over 100 Proposed Class members. Joinder of all members of the 
Class, therefore, is not practicable. 

40. The questions of law and fact common to the Proposed Class include but are rot 
limited to: : 

a... whether accusations made by Defendants in. the context of one or more 
improperly filed Election Proiests against Plaintiffs and members of the Proposed Class, alleging 
that they committed felony voter fraud, constitute defamation per se; 

d. whether Defendaiits made the statements and took the actions described 
above with malice or reckless disregard of their falsity in order to harm Plaintiffs and members of 
ihe Proposed Class; 

c. whether Defendants acted in conspiracy to so defame Plaintiffs aud 


members of the proposed class; 


YES 


SN 


New! 
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a the ype and measure of damages suffered by Plaintiffs and the Proposed. 

Class. . 

41. These and other questions of law and fact acé common to the Proposed Class, and 
predominate over any questions affecting only individual members of the Proposed Class. 

42. Plaintiffs’ claimas.ace typical of the claims of the Proposed Class. 

43. Plaintiffs will fairly and adequately represent the interests of the Proposed Class 
and they have no conflict with the interests of the Proposed Class. 

44. Defendants have acted on, grounds geuerally “applicable to the Proposed Class, 
‘thereby making final injunctive relicle®Bropriate with respect to the Proposed Class as a'whole. 

45, This class action is supe: uf the altemativedMlf any, for the fair and efficient 
‘adjudication of this controversy. There will be no matesial di culty m the management of this 
action as a class action. Prosecution as a class action will eliminate the possibility of repetitive, 
duplicative, aad potentially inconsistent litigation that would waste the resources of the parties 
ané the courts. 


EIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF ~ LIBEL, 





46. The allegations of Paragraphs 1 through 45. are realleged and incorporated herein 
by this reference. 

47. The statements made by Defendants concerning Plaintiffs in “Election Protests” 
filed across the state were false publications wrongly accusing Plaintiffs of a crime, namely 
legal voting. Defendants’ false statements also tended to subject Plaintiffs to ridicule, 
contempt, or. disgrace. Those libelous statements were false when made, were made without 


regard to their truth and falsity, were made without justification, and were made for the purpose 
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and with the intent of damaging the reputations of Plaintiffs or with reckless disregard. of their 
( affect on the reputations of Plaintifis. 


“hq, 


48. Those statements have impeached, injured, and damaged Plaintiffs. 
49. As an actual and proximate cause of Defendants” conduct in meking such faise 
statements, Plaintifis have sustained harm, mcluding damages in an amount to be determined at 


trial but reasonably believed to be in excess of $25,000. 


SECOND CLAIM FOR RELTEF—CIVEL CONSPIRACY 





50. Paragraphs 1 through 49 of this Complaint are realleged and incorporaled herein 
by this reference. 
51. Defendants conspired together io make the statements and take the actions 
: described 2hove—overt and wrongful acts—as part of a’ common scheme, among other goals, to 
: *} delay certification of the election and suggest that voter fraud affected the election results. 
f 52. 


Plaintiffs and the entire class were injured as a tesult of that conspiracy. 


THIRD CLAIM FOR RELIEF — PUNITIVE DAMAGES 





53.  Paxagraphs 1 through 52 of this Complaint are realleged and incorporated herein 
by this reference. 


: 54. Defendants made the statements and took the actions described above with malice 
. or reckless disregard of their falsity in order to han Plaintiffs. 

55. Defendants acted willfully and/or wantonly in making the statements described 
above. 


56. 


Pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 1D-1, Plaintiffs are entitled to punitive damages for 
Defendants’ conduct. 


sexe 


= 











ted 


Exhibit 2.2.2.1 197 of 278 


WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray to the Cou that: 

A A preliminary and permanent injunction enter against Defendants and any and all 
persons inactive concert or participation with them forbidding any farther fling of Election 
Protests containing false and defamatory statements conceming these Plaintiffs or any other 
registered North Carolina voter, 

B. Plaintiffs receive actual damages in an amount sufficient to compensate them for 
‘their damages resulting from Defendants’ conduct; 

c. Plaintiffs. be allowed recovery of punitive damages pursuant to Chapter LD of the 
North Carolina General States; 

D. Plaintiff be allowed recovery from Defendants the costs and expenses incumed in 
this action, including attomey’s fees; 

Es Plaintiffs receive trial by jury of all issues so triable; and 

Bs Plaintiffs obtain such other and further relief as may be'just and proper. 

This, the __* day of. , 2017. 

Anita S.Farls, NC. Bar#15597 
Allison J-Riggs, N.C. Bar #40028 
Jaclyn Mafietore, N.C. Bar #50849 
Southem Coalition for Social Justice 
1415 Highway 54, Suite 101 
Durham, NC 27707 
Antta@southerncoalition.org 


Allison@southemeoalition org 
Jaclyn@southerncoalition.org 


Pressly M. Millen, N.C. Bar #16178. 
Ripley Rand, N.C. Bar #22275 
‘Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP 


Ik 
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P.O. Box 831 

Raleigh, NC 27602 
Telephone: 919-755-2150 
Facsimile: 919-755-6067 
pallen@wesr.com 
srand@wesr.com 


Counsel for Plaintiffs 
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The Deceit of Voter Fraud 


By.Bob Hall and isela Gutierrez* 


This report has four sections. The first section shares 
the reaction of voters harmed by the false charges of 
fraud generated by Gov. Pat McCrory’s 2016 re-election 
campaign and the NC Republican Party; it ends witha 
call for a:criminal investigation. The second section 
(pages 2-4).summarizes key events aiter the November 
2016 election. The third section (pages 4-5) provides.a 
summary of findings of wrongdoing, drawn from the 
county profiles in the fourth section (pages 5-16). 


1. VICTIMS AND CRIMINAL MISCONDUCT 


“T was shocked and horrified and furious to lear, 
our name was ona list with people who were alleged 
to have broken a federal law,” said Anne Hughes of 
Moore County, North Carolina, She and her husband 
William were falsely accused of voting in two states 
by a local supporter of Gov. Pat McCrory’s 
reelection. 


In an apparent effort to overcome a narrow defeat, 
Gov. McCrory and his allies in the NC Republican 
Party (NCGOP) filed the legal paperwork and 
launched amedia. campaign to draw attention to the 
supposedly “invalid” ballots of Mr. and Mrs. Hughes 
and hundreds of other voters “known” to have: 
committed a crime. By late November, the McCrory- 
NCGOP team had charged about 600 voters in 37 
counties with committing frand or casting suspect 
absentee ballots ~but despite an avalanche of legal 
Gilings and the constant drumbeat of “serious voter 
fraud,” nearly all the accusations proved to be false. 


Aysha Nasir of Orange County thought she was 
targeted as an illegal voter because of her Muslim- 
sounding name. She felt harassed and vulnerable. 
“You obey the law, you do all the suff you're 
supposed to, and then some person just randomly, 
without any burden.of proof, can accuse you of 
breaking the law,” she said. 


Joseph Golden, a Brunswick County voter 
accused of double voting, felt upset and humiliated 
after seeing his name appear on the front pages of 
three area newspapers. As a newcomer to the county, 
he was especially disturbed that someone on social 
media called him out and wrote; “There’s a cheater 
amongst us.” 


Another falsely accused voter, Robert Chadwick 
of Wake County, said, “It was a total shock. It really 
hurt me.” 


Hughes, Nasir, Golden, and Chadwick are the 
victims of irresponsible charges of voter fraud filed 
by agents of the Pat McCrory campaign:and NC 
Republican Party. Thev:-are the innocent casualties of 
what happens when outrageous claims of voter fraud 
ace used as a weapon for political gain. In truth, we 
are all harmed by this strategy because it undermines 
public faith in the election process.and is often used. 
to justify irrational barmers to voting. 


The McCrory-NCGOP’s use of voter fraud goes 
even further. Democracy North Carolina talked with 
dozens of voter-victims, county election officials, 
and the Republicans involved in filing charges of 
fraud in various counties. This report, based on those 
interviews and a review of public records, reveals 
that the McCrory campaign and NC Republican 
Party engaged in a coordinated Jega! and publicity 
ctusade'to disrupt, and potentially corrupt. the 
elections process with what amounted to fraudulent 
charges of voter fraud. 

The crisade did not stop even after McCrory’s 
attoracys were told by some elections officials:that 
their claims were. wrong, that they were.confusing. 
voters” names with other people, that they were 
using bad data. Instead of stopping, the attorneys 
caused more charges to be filed that maligned more 
innocent voters. And, in conjunction with the NC 
Republican Party, they continued a coordinated 





*Bob Hall is executive director and Isela Gutierrez is associate research director of Democracy North Carolina. This report, written 


in April 2017, is avaifable at www.democracy-ncorg or contact Democracy NC, 1821 Green St, Durham, NC 27705; 913-286-6000. 
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attack on the legitimacy of certain ballots and the 
election outcome, despite the clear harm inflicted on 
individual voters and the election process. 


Carol Turner, 2 Moore County voter falsely 
accused of committing fraud; asked us a crucial 
question: “Where are the laws that protect those of 
us who haven’t done.anything wrong.and.allow those 
who want to make up these stories to be able to do 
that?” 


Based on. our interviews and research, Democracy. 
North Carolina is calling on state-and federal 
officials to undertake a criminal investigation into. 
the activities of the attorneys and other agents of the 
Pat McCrory campaign and NC Republican Party 
that may have violated state and federal laws, 
particularly laws against harassing and intimidating 
innocent yoters, cortupting the election process, and 
obsinucting the election canvass. Relevant statutes 
include 18 U.S.C. §. 594; 18 U.S.C. §.241; NCGS § 
163-274(3); NCGS § 163-275(4); aud NCGS § 163- 
275(17). 


H. THE CRUSADE 


On election night 2016, Gov..Pat McCrory 
thought he won reelection — until late returns from 
Durham County put Roy Cooper ahead by about 
5,000 votes out of 4.7 million cast. For the next 
month, the McCrory campaign and NC Republican 
Party waged a vigorous crusade to give McCrory the 
victory he felt he deserved. The chief weapon 
became the “election protest,” a legal proceeding 
designed to pinpoint and remedy serious mistakes, 
misconduct and other “irregularities” that could 
impact the outcome:of an election. Within 24 hours 
of the 'polls.closing, the McCrory-NCGOP team 
began deploying resources to research and prepare 
election protests im counties across the state. 


‘What began as an understandable.call for Durham 
County to review its procedures for handling 94,000 
ballots soon devolved into bombastic allegations of 
widespread “voter fraud” in dozens-of.counties. The 
discovery that'a small number of Aftican-Amencan 
members of the Bladen County Improvement 
Association signed as. witnesses for hundreds of 
absentee: ballots in Bladen County —which'is not 
iJlegal — became the flimsy basis for the MeCrory- 
NCGOP team to protest over 400 absentee ballots in 
Bladen, Halifax, Greene, Franklin, and other. 
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SORE RELEVANT STATUTES 


Federal Law, U.S. Code 


18.U,S.C. § 594 Whoever intimidates, threatens, 
coerces, or attempts to intimidate, threaten, or coerce, 
any-other person for the purpose of interfering. with 
the right of such other person to vete or to. vote as he 
may choose, or of causing such-other person to vote 
for, or not to vote for, any candidate for the office of 
resident, Vice President, ... . shail be fined under.this 
title or imprisoned not more than one year, of both. 


18.U.S.C. § 241 If two or more persons conspire to. 
injure, oppress, threaten, or intimidate any person in 
any State, . .. in the free exercise or enjoyment of any 
right or privilege secured to him by the Constitution or 
laws of the United States, or because of his having.so 
exercised the same... : [t]hey’shall be fined under this. 4 
title or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both, 


NC General Statutes: It shall be unlawful .... 


NCGS § 163-274{3} For any person to.. .interfere 
with the possession of any ballot box, election book, 
ballot, or return sheet by ‘those entitled to possession 
of the same under the law, or to.interfere in any 
manner with the performance of any duty imposed by 
law upon any election officer or member of any board 
of elections; 

NCGS § 163-275(4) For any person knowingly to swear 
falsely with respect to any matter pertaining to any 
primary or election. 


NCGS § 163-275(17) For any person, directly or 
indirectly, to misrepresent the law to the public. 

through mass mailing or any other means of 
communication where the intent and the effect isto 
intimidate or discourage potential voters from 
exercising their lawful right to vote. 





counties with African-American voter mobilization, 
groups. In addition, the McCrory-NCGOP team used. 
a deeply flawed data-matching process to file pro- 
tests accusing 119 individuals; by name, of commit- 
ting fraud by either (1) voting while serving a felony 
sentence or (2) voting in two states. Another set of 
protésts sent to county boards of elections identified 
23 ballots cast by “dead voters,” which tumed out to 
mean the voter died before Election Day after casting 
a ballot early; i.e., there was:no fraud. 


Altogether; not counting the live/dead voters, 
allegations of illégal voting directly affected -aboiit 
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600 ballots across the state, while insinvations of 
greater fraud and malfeasance reached into six 
figures. Ultimately, officials at the Republican- 
controlled boards of elections upheld the Durham 
County vote count, dismissed dozens of protests in. 
other counties, and determined that fewer than 30 of 
the 600 allegedly suspect ballots were illegally cast 
or counted. — and, inaportantly, most of those were 
apparently cast by accident or out of ignorance of the 
voting mules for probationers, rather than an intent to 
cheat. 


In short, more than 95 percent of the-600 ballots 
identified in:protests were'cast by legal voters. 


Through open records requests arid interviews, 
Democracy NC determined that a majority of the 
protests were prepared and sent by email to the 
county boards of elections by attorneys retained by 
the McCrory campaign from the Warrenton, VA- 
based law-firm of Holtzman Vogel Josefiak 
Torchinsky (HVJT). The attomeys also prepared a 
sinallér number of similar protests that local 
Republican officials hand-delivered to their county 
board of elections. Disclosure reports on the State 
Board of Elections’ website indicate the Pat 
McCrory Committee and Pat McCrory Committee 
Legal Defense Fund paid the HVJT law firm 
$98,000 in late November and December 2016. 


A barrage of near-daily media releases and press 
conferences made it seern like the election outcome 
hung on the balance of ferreting out fraudulent 
ballots. “With each passing day, we discover more 
and more cases of yoting fraud and irregularities,” 
said McCrory campaign manager Russell Peck. “We 
intend to make sure that every vote is properly 
counted and serious voter fraud concerns are 
addressed before the results of the election can be 
determined.” The McCrory campaign claimed 
protests were being filed a 





st voter fraud in 52 
counties and against tainted absentee ballots in 12 
counties — but about a third of each type of protest 
never materialized. 


As acandidate, Pat McCrory could have 
personally signed each of the protests. But, for 
whatever reason, the NC Republican Party and 
McCrory campaign coordinated a large effort to find 
a local registered voter to sign each county’s protest. 
Generally, they chose an officer in the county 
Republican Party who was not a lawyer and who 
readily agreed to sign the protest without much 
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knowledge of evidence. behind its accusations. In 
some cases, the officer simply-authorized the 
attomeéy to sign for them by email or over the phone. 
Protests need not be notarized, and the protest signer 
need not supply evidence to back up a charge or 
specifically attest that the statements are-truthful. 
(Thanks in part to the complaints of innocent voters, 
the troubling ease with which.a person can file a 
claim of voter fraud is being addressed through the 
development of a new protest form by the State 
Board of Elections.) 


Filing an election protest sets in motion a legal 
proceeding with a three-step process outlined in state 
law: (1) a determination that the protest makes a 
proper claim; (2) a preliminary hearing to decide if 
there is probable cause for a full hearing; and (3): 4 
full hearing. with the protestor and parties affected to 
resolve the issues identified. Different county boards 
of elections dismissed the McCrory protests at 


More than 95 percent of the 
606 ballots identified in protests 


were Casi by Jegal voters, 


different stages, sometimes for as simple a reason as 
it named the wrong voter as.a felon or it challenged 
the eligibility of a voter’s registration rather than 
claim a violation significantly impacted the vote 
count in’an election. 


The McCrory attorneys submitted the largest 
wave of protests on November 17, the day before the 
100 county boards were scheduled to conduct the 
official canvass to certify the 2016 election results. It 
quickly became apparent that many of the protests 
tnaligned innocent voters. For example, in a'series of 
follow-up emails, all on November 17, the Stokes 
County board of elections director queried an 
attomey from the HVJT law firm and pointed out 
that the protest she sent named.a voter as a felon who 
had a different middle name and tived in:a different 
city from the felon identified by the attorney. The 
attorney thanked the director and wrote, “I will 
certainly look into it” However, she did not 
withdraw the protest, which could have spared the 
voter from having his name appear in two 
newspapers as Someone accused of voter fraud. 


Rather than retreat, the McCrory-NCGOP 
publicists escalated their rhetori¢-about voter fraud, 
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and the team’s attormeys continued t disrupt and 
delay certification Of a winner-with more protests 
and legal appeals, As more county boards of 
elections rejected the faulty protests, the McCrory- 
NCGOP team unsuccessfully filed new appeals and. 
tried other legal maneuvers to convince the 
Republican majority on the State Board of Elections 
to rule:that the election ‘was riddled with fraud:and 
regularities. Some Republican leaders continued to 
inflate the magnitude of “serious voter fraud,” but 2 
majority of Republican election officials ultimately 
would not go along. 


Finally, on December 5; Pat McCrory conceded 
defeat. By then, with provisional baliots and late 
absentee ballots tallied, he trailed Roy Cooper by 
more than 10,000 votes, which exceeded the margin 
to qualify for an automatic recount. 


Why would the McCrory-NCGOP team mount 
such a-giant legal and publicity campaign with so 
few cases of actual fraud? It’s possible they hoped to 
establish enough confusion about the faiméss of the 
election to tgger a state law (NCGS 163-182.13A) 
that would allow the Republican-controtled General 
Assembly to determine the winner. Whatever the 
plan, it failed — but not without inflicting substantial 
damage. 


For weeks, media reports bombarded the public 
with allegations of voter fraud and dozens of 
innocent voters had. their reputations impugned and 
lives disrupted. Fortunately, elections officials 
stopped the coordinated use of phony protests to 
corrupt the election results, but they cannot undo the 
corrosive impact of voter-fraud hysteria on people’s 
faith in fair elections. The McCrory-NCGOP agents 
behind any proven acts of cormption or. voter 
harassment should be held accountable to the fullest 
extent possible under federal and state laws. 


iil. FINDINGS OF WRONGDOING 


The county-by-county descriptions in the next 
section of this report help illuminate why four voters 
in Guilford County filed a defamation lawsuit in 
February 2017 against the man who wrongfully 
accused them of voter fraud. Other civil lawsuits. 
may follow. But it will likely take a criminal 
investigation to go behind the local protest filer to 
uncover a larger pattern of illegal activities and, as 
appropriate, hold accountable the attomeys and other 


2.2.2.1 202 of 278 


architects of the McCrary-NCGOP crusade, 


Many details vary in the next section’s proiiles of. 
the protests filed in counties. The victims varied by 
age, race, gender, and party affiliation. Most of those 
accuséd of voting in two states were first-time voters 
in North Carolina. Most of those:accused of voting 
while serving a:felony sentence are Black: Most 





Some Republican ieaders continued to 
inflate the magnitude of fraud, but 
ultimately the majority of Republican 


election officials would not go along. 


striking are the common features that reveal a 
coordinated plan to potentially cormpt the, 2016 
election with a multinide of unsubstantiated charges 
of election fraud and irregularities, without regard 
for the harassment and harm inflicted on innocent 
voters. 


important findings from the county-by-couxity 
profiles in Section IV include the following: 


* Agents of the McCrory campaign prepared 
Election Protests charging individuals with voter 
fraud and then recruited local Republican leaders 
to file the protests without revealing to them the 
tenuous nature of the charges: 


+ Even after the protest filer requested additional 
information, agents of the McCrory campaign 
failed to provide the person with substantiating 
evidence of the allegations. Many of the local 
Republican protest filers said they were “left 
hanging,” “got screwed,” or felt “disappointed” or 

even “victimized.” 


¢ The protests were all, or nearly all, prepared by 
atiomeys with the law firm of Holtzman Vogel 
Josefiak Torchinsky, based in Warrenton, VA. 
‘The protests were apparently hurriedly produced 
and often contained sloppy errors, incorrect 
references, and false or misleading information. 


* A minimum level of research would have revealed 
that dozens of the individuals charged with voter 
fraud in the protests were completely innocent. 
(For-example, with a little practice, it takes.less 
than 10 minutes to compare.a votet’s name and 
age on North Carolina’s voter registration anc: 
criminal offender databases.) 
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+ Agents of the McCrory campaign continued to 
pursue legal proceedings against individual voters. 
even after county elections officials infoured 
them that-an allegation of voter fraud was faise. 
Rather than alert the protest filer, the agent 
allowed the proceeding to continue. 


+ Inarare case where a McCrory campaign official 
provided a sworn affidavit to support an. 
allegation, the facts about the accused voter 
contradicted statements in the affidavit; i.e., the 
accuséd voter was. decades older then the fefon he 
supposedly matched, which would quickly be 
yecounized if age was. used to match a felon list 
with a voter list, as the swom statement claimed. 


* Attorneys with the HVIT law firm did not follow- 
up the protests they submitted by appearing at the 
preliminary hearings; they also told local protest 
filers they did not need to appear. County boards 
of élections often dismissed protests because they 
received no evidence to back up accusations. The 
lack of follow up raises questions about the real ~ 
purpose of fling.a blitz of protests: Was 
only a show to bolster the intense publicity about 
voter fraud tainting a fair election? 





* In some cases, protest filers who did their own 
independent research continued to pursue legal 
proceedings against individual voters even after 
discovering that the voter fraud charges were false 
and individuals were completely innocent. 


© Attorneys for the McCrory campaign and NC 
Republican Party continued to tntervene:and 
subvert the election with claims against voters that 
had been exposed as false, using new legal 
proceedings based on allegations that they knew 
or should have known were largely false. 


© The proceedings subverted and delayed the 
regular canvasses, diverted staff'and admainistrat- 
ive resources, threatened to. corrupt the results ofa 
fair election, and burdened county and state 
boards of elections with complex legal, research 
and logistical problems at'a time when they were 
already under great stress to finalize the election. 


¢ The accusations harassed and harmed individual 
voters emotionally, damaged their reputations, 
exposed them to pudlic ridicule, intimidated them 
with unfamiliar and warrantless legal sroceedings 
to void their ballot, and maligned their character. 
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iY. COUNTY PROFILES 


STOKES COUNTY 


On November 17,2016, Jason Perry, director of the 
Stokes County Board of Elections, rectived'an.email 
with an attached protest signed by Susan McBride, a 
Stokes County Republican activist. The-email came 
from the Virginia law firm of Holtzman Vogel 
Josefiak Torchinsky, which represented the McCrory 
campaign. The protest said Larry G. Smith cast an. 
“invalid” ballot because he was “adjudged guilty ofa 
felony.” Director Perry sent Susan McBride an email 
asking for information showing that Smith was 
serving a felony sentence. Shortly thereafter, Erin 


Even ajter the McCrory attorneys 
jearned that the protests named the 
wrong people, they continued to send 
protests naming innocent voters. 


Clark. of HVJT sent Perry an email, saying McBride 
had forwarded the request to her, and she provided a 
hot link to the offender search tool on the NC 
Department of Public Safety’s website. Perry wrote 
back to Clark: “The website regarding state felons is 
what I was using. I’m not currently seeing this 
particular individual listed.” Clark sent back the link 
to a specific offended, with the note: “This is the 
guy” 


Perry wrote back two more timés oa November 
17 and explained again that the voter being charged 
in the protest was Larry G. Smith and not Larry D. 
Smith, the felon referenced by Clark’s web link. 
Perry told Clark he.checked with county sheriffs. 
office and they also “couldn’t find anything 
regarding Larry Gray Smith” with a felony 
conviction but did find Larry D. Smith, who-was 
convicted and also: removed from the registration: 
rolls in Wilkes County. “That’s about 1.5 hours or so 
away from Stokes County,” added Perry. “I didn’t 
find anything for Larry G. Smith, whose voter 
registration in Stokes County dates back to 1992.” 


Ia response; Erin Clark of the law firm wrote, “I 
will certainly look into it. Thank you forthe open 
dialogue, I really appreciate it.” That’s the last that 
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Perry beard from her. Instead of withdrawing the 
protest or notifying Susan McBride to withdraw it, 
the process continued. Perry’s board met and 
scheduled a preliminary hearing. He notified‘the law 
firm and Susan M¢Bride but heard nothing back. On 
‘November 21, the board convened and Perry 
presented the email exchange, information about 
Larry D. Smith’s voting, and criminal records, and 
information about Larry G. Smith, including his 
handgun pemnit indicating his non-felony status. 
According to the minutes of the meeting, the board 
chair “noted that he knew Larry Gray Smith and had. 
spoken to him earlier in the day” to let him know 
about the charge against him, and Smiith “said he is 
in fact not a felon.” The minutes record that Susan 
McBride, the accuser, attended the meeting but when 
asked, “She did not provide any additional 
information regarding the protest.” The Republican- 
majority board dismissed the protest by a unanimous 
vote. 


A couple days later, Larry G. Smith told a 
reporter with the News & Observer that he was glad 
“everything’s straightened out.” He added, “The sad 
part of it is I voted for McCrory.” (Indeed, the 
innocent voters Democracy NC interviewed included 
several Republicans or voters who supported 
McCrory.) 


ALAMANCE COUNTY 


Steven Carter, a local Republican activist, said he 
was asked to file the protests “by an attomey from 
the Pat McCrory campaign.” He thought they would 
send himi some documentation to back up the protest 
or at least have the material to present at the hearing. 
But they didn’t. 


Jennifer Hook came home from the night shift to 
finda notice about a hearing regarding Carter’s 
charge that she had voted in two different states. It 
was her anniversary and she planned to get some 
sleep before a celebration dinner. Instead, “my whole 
day was ruined,” she said. She.became “very scared” 
and called her mother in Maryland. She was worried 
becatise she-had never voted in person before and 
thought she may have-done something wrong. She 
wondered if she needed a lawyer. The.date of the 
hearitig on the notice had passed, but when she 
called the Alamance County Board of Elections, shé 
was told it had been rescheduled to that very day, 
beginning-in less than an hour. 


Hook rushed to the county elections office in 
Graham and didn’t realize her accuser, Steven 
Carter, was there. “They asked me if I knew him and 
I told them I’ve never seen him before-and he said 
he’d never seen me.” After some additional 
questions, she.and a county staff person left to 
contact election officials in Baltimore who verified 
that they had sent Hook az absentee ballot for the 
primary, which was aot retumed, and did not send 
her anything for the November election. Armed with 
that information, they returned to the hearing, and 
the protest was finally dismissed. 


While they were out of the room, the board 
considered the protest regarding two voters alleged 
to have current felony convictions. The elections: 
staff found that one voter was indeed serving a 
felony sentence that began in mid-September. The . 
other voter, Ricky M. Long, had long ago finished 
his felony sentence.and wag currently on probation 
fora misdemeanor offense. After prolonged 
discussed, the board agreed that he was éligible to 
vote. Reached in March 2017, Long was not happy 
with being accused of voter fraud. “That's crazy,” he 
told Democracy North Carolina. “I’ve voted in the 
past four elections. No problem. Now somebody’s 
saying this about me!? That don’t make any sense.” 


Steven Carter; who signed the protest, also wound 
up feeling frustrated by the experience. He expected 
to see the McCrory attomey.at the hearing with solid 
evidence. A Republican attomey attended but had 
nothing to offer. “I was kind of left screwed,” Carter 
told'us. The whole thing “was a pain in the butt,” he 
said. “I-won’t do it again.” 


CUMBERLAND COUNTY 


Jerry Reinoehl, a Republican activist who has 
challenged voters in the county in the past, told 
Democracy North Carolina that the “McCrory legal 
defense team” asked him to file two protests — one 
naming a voter “adjudged guilty of a felony,” 
according to the protest, and the other naming seven 
voters who the protest said were “known to have 
voted in multiple states.” The two protests with 
Reinoehl’s. signature were sent to the Curnberland 
County Board of Elections in an email on November 
17 by attomey Erin Clark of the HVIT law firm. 


Clark told Reinoehl he didn’t:néed to attend the 
preliminary hearing forthe protest, but he went 
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anyway —and nobody from the McCrory team 
showed up, “I'was left to hang out to dry,” he:said. “I 
suspected [ would-be disappointed.” He’s been 
“victimized” by the poor research of the Republican 
Party in the past, he'said, so he did his own research 
before the meeting, using the commercial website 
BeenVerified and his frequent downloads of records. 
from the State Board of Elections. 


He easily. confirmed the person identified with a 
felony had-been convicted in early October, but he 
could only confirm that one of the seven people 
accused of voting in two states-had done so. The 
others seemed to be cases of confusing a Jr. and Sr. 
or sorhe other form of “mistaken identity,” he said. 
He was disappointed that the MeCrory/NCGOP legal 
team “didn’t do their research to sort it out,” and he 
wrote them a memo criticizing their inferior work. 


“44 was lefi te hang out to dry... . {The 

MecCrory/NCGOP legal team) didn’t do 

their research.” - Jerry Reinoeh!, local 
Republican who filed the protest 


At the preliminary hearing on November 21, 
Reinoehl presented some information, but only the 
board chair supported taking the matter to 4 full 
hearing; the protests were dismissed bya 2 to 1 vote. 
Reinoehl was unhappy the protests were lumped 
together into one motion, but when asked if he told 
the board that the focus should be on the two illegal 
votes he personally verified and that six of the 
accused were. innocent, he said, “No, I didn’t let 
them! know. I intended to withdraw those if it got 
past the initial hearing.” He'still feels part of his 
protest is “going to bé. successful” because details 
about the two voters were sent to the State Board of 
Elections and réferred to the local district attorney 
for further action. 


One of the innocent voters doesn’t see the protest 
as “successful.” Betty B. Adams, accused of double 
voting, was outraged when she received the elections 
board’s notice about the charge against her. “I was 
literally shocked. I was upset for several days,” she 
said. “I was thinking about suing whoever was 
behind this.” She’s been itivolved in grassroots 
politics for years and is disturbed to see “things 
going backwards.” She called the protests part of a 
“voter suppression” effort. 
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BUNCOMBE COUNTY 


Aittomey Steven Saxe of the Virginia law firm sent 
two protests.to Buncombe County Board of Election 
on Novernber 23 — nearly a week after his colleague 
Erin Clark learned about her faulty protest for Stokes 
County and'several days after multiple counties 
dismissed protests for a lack. of evidence or mistaken. 
identity. The two protests were signed by Eldon S. 
(Buck) Newton IIT, the losing Republican candidate 
for Attorney General. One protest alleged a dead 
person cast a ballot, which turned out to mean the 
person died before Election Day, after casting a 
ballot early. The other protest from: Newton said the 
board “must invalidate” the ballot of Earl Lordman 
of Asheville because he is a person “adjudged guilty 
ofa felony.” But that accusation is completely false. 
Lordman is not serving a felony sentence, nor has he 
ever been “adjudged guilty ofa felony.” 


The protest against Lordman is unusual not only 
because it was filed after canvass day by a candidate 
for NC Attomey General; it was also accompanied 
by aswom affidavit supporting the research behind 
the allegation. The affidavit from Ryan Tenill, who 
described. himself as “the political director for the Pat 
McCrory Committee,” said the McCrory Committee 
used “publicly available data” to compare criminal 
conviction and voting records “to identify voters. 
who had improperly voted due to not having active. 
voting rights for the 2016 General Election.” And. 
then he says, “To enhance the accuracy of these 
comparisons, the Pat McCrory Committee matched 
with multiple criteria, including both name and.age 
information.” 


The affidavit included an appendix with copies of 
the criminal record of “Earl Lordman Jr,” which 
included his age and date.of birth. But the voter 
registration records show Earl Lordman Jr. lives:at a 
different address. in Buncombe County than the one 
given in the protest, which is the address for Earl 
Lordman Sr. Voter records confirm the ages of the 
two men are.clearly different. Despite the swom 
affidavit, the protest confused Earl Lordman Jr-and 
Sr. Furthermore, the criminal record:provided with. 
the affidavit shows that Earl Lordman Jr. is not even 
i serving a felony sentence; it shows he.is on 
! probation for a misdemeanor conviction, and the 
: sentence-for his prior felony conviction was 
| completed in May 2014. In a double mistake, the 
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protest confused Ear} Lordman Sr. with his son, who 
it tums out is also eligible to vote. 


Lordman Sr. was unhappy and frustrated by being 
falsely accused. “Why are they causing a problem 
where there is no problem,” he wondered. He 
thought “a-higher threshold” of proof should be 
required before someone could misuse the system to 
put people’s names in the public record as 
committing voter fraud. “It’s sad,” he said. “It should 
be stopped.” 


WAYNE COUNTY 


Albert Artis Sr. of Pikeville was accused of voting in 
North Carolina and Georgia by Brent Heath, chair of 
the Wayne County Republican Party. The protest 
was emailed to the Wayne County Board of 


Elections by Steve Roberts, an attorney for the Pat % 


McCrory campaign with the HVJT law firm. It said 
that Artis” cast an “invalid” ballot because he was 
“known.to have voted in multiple states.” We 
reached Artis in February 2017 at his son’s home in 
Georgia. He explained that'he and his wife spend 
several months each year in Georgia and often vote 
by absentee, mail in North Carolina’s fall elections. 
Told about being accused of also voting in Georgia 
jin 2016, he said, “Thats not right. It’s not me. 
They’ve got me confused with somebody else.” 


Wayne County’s daily newspaper, The Goldsboro 
News Argus, wrote about the Wayne County Board 
of Elections meeting where the protest against Artis 
was discussed, publishing his name and his 
hometown. “The people that filed the protest did not 
show up-and did not present any evidence,” Wayne 
County Elections Director Dane Beavers told the 
paper. “We had no grounds to rile on so it was 
dismissed.” 


But the accuser; Brent Heath, still thinks Albert 
Artis Sr. committed voted fraud. Reached at his 
home on March 5, 2017, Heath said that he filed the 
protest “in conjunction with the MeCrory 
campaign.” He said, “They provided some 
information but I did the research.” He felt 
“confident it is accurate.” His research found that 
Actis voted'in Georgia and was registered at the 
same Georgia address where his North Carolina 
absentee ballot was sent. When told that. Artis was 
staying at the home’ of his son Albert Artis Jr. and 
perhaps he got the two men confused, Heath insisted 
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he was “absolutely” certain Artis Sr. voted.in 
Georgia. Hé said “the date.of birth and everything” 
matched up with Artis Sr. But Heath is wrong. A 
call to the Gwinnett County Voter Registration and 
Elections Office revealed that Artis Sr., age 73, is not 
registered, but Artis Jr. is. He’s the one who voted in 
the November 2016 election from the Lawrenceville, 
GA addréss, not Albert Artis Sr. 





HALIFAX COUNTY 


On November 17, Steve Roberts, attorney for Pat 
MeCrory’s campaign at. the HVJT law firm, sent a 
protest to the Halifax:County Board of Elections 
signed by R. J. Myrick, vice chair of the Halifax 
County Republican Party. In the protest, Myrick 
alleged that “a scheme to operate an absentée ballot 
mail” was funded by the state Democratic Party 
through. a local African-American political action 
committee and “used to harvest ballots voting for the 
Democratic slate of candidates.” Myrick lists Jeff 
Hauser of Raleigh, then director of thedia atlairs for 
the Pat McCrory campaign, as.a witness. of the, 
“misconduct” which “appears to be’similar to the 
pattern of witness signatures found in Bladen 
County, whereby one individual” withesses many 
absentee ballots. 


Myrick told Democracy NC that the protest. was 
put together by the McCrory campaign or 
Republican headquarters in Raleigh. He said, “They 
couldn’t find anybody to sign it sol agreed. I’m 
retired and have the time.” He’s not sure why the 
county Republican Party chair didn’t sign, but they 
seemed in.a rush to get the protest filed. “They were 
desperate to find someone.” 


The protest named two individuals who witnessed 
“at least 18” and “at least 6” absente® ballots, 
respectively. There is.no law against.a person being a 
witness for multiple absentee voters. Nevertheless, 
Myrick’s protest asked the county elections board to 
“conduct:a full investigation into these absentee 
ballots witnessed by multiple individuals, and review 
all witness signatures on thesé absentee ballot. 
envelopes to look for evidence of obvious ballot 
harvesting.” It then declared, “The confirmation of 
these allegations would cast doubt on the outcome of 
any number of elections up-and down the, ballot, 
including the historically close tace for Governor.” 


At the protest hearing, Halifax County Board of 
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Elections Chair Sandra Partin, a Republican, said she 
reviewed Myrick’s allegations about multiple ballots 
witnessed by the same person. “He doesn’t go on to 
say how this is illegal,” Partin said. “It’s not. The 
Taw does not put a limit on how many witnesses 
{there can be]. He offers no proof as to why it 
should be illegal.” The board found no evidence.of 
misconduct and unanimously dismissed Myrick’s 
protest. 


After the.:meeting, the McCrory campaign told the 
News & Observer that it would appeal the Halifax 
County ruling and that similar allegations were being 
filed in a total of 12 counties about illegal absentee 
mills funded by the Democratic Party. “The evidence 
of this voter fraud must be taken seriously if we are 
Soing to have any faith in our system,” declared 
Ricky Diaz, spokesman for the McCrory campaign. 


U.S. Rep. GK. Butterfield attended the hearing in 
Halifax County and came away with.a different 
conclusion. “It’s obviously a coordinated effort by 
Pat McCrory as he.is going down in defeat to find 
some Kind of creative ways to reverse his deféat,” he 
told the N&O. “There’s'a direct correlation between 
the counties that were. selected for challénges and the 
active participation of black political action 
committees. This is targeting the African-American 
community and their participation in the election.” 


Katherine Tumer, one of the two individuals 
hamed in the Halifax County protest for signing as a 
witness to absentee ballots, told Democracy NC that 
she was “really shocked how that could be voter 
fraud.” She received a notice about the hearing but it 
didn’t say she‘needed to attend, so she didn’t. She 
didn’t see how being a witness could be a'crime.and 
bristled at the insinuation that she signed or filléd out 
ballots in place of the voter, “That never happened,” 
She'said: “When I got word that I might be charged 
‘with voter fraud, I thought “let them bring it on’ 
because I know I did nothing wrong.” She said she 
found the whole experience confusing, unnerving 
and very unpleasant. 


BLADEN COUNTY 


The McCrory-NCGOP claim about “a scheme to 
operate an absentee ballot mai!” arose frotn an 
unusually large number of votes for a write-in 
candidate. on the absentee ballots in Bladen County. 
The county board of elections began studying those 
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ballots and alerted the State Board of Elections of 
possible wrongdoing. The handwriting of one of the 
witness signatures often matched the handwriting on 
the write-in line of the ballot; if the witmess helped 
the voier by filling in the candidate’s name on the 
ballot,:a box indicating the assistance should have: 
been checked on the ballot envelope. There-was a 
much bigger concern: Did the witness forge the. 
voter’s signature and illegally casta ballot for 
another person? 





On election night, the rumors of illegal voting 
caught up with L..McCrae Dowless, the incumbent 
candidate for Soil and Water Conservation District 
Supervisor. He watched the returns atthe county 
board of elections office and saw the large numberof 
votes for his opponent, Franklin Graham, the write- 
in candidate. The next-day, he began asking. more 
questions, and soon the chair of the Bladen County 
Republican Party called to see ifhe would talk with 
an attorney from the McCrory campaign: A 
handwnting expert had already been retained from 
the Charlotte area, and the McCrory-NCGOP team 
was ready to blow up her findings with a media 
splash and legal protest: 


Dowless told Democracy NC he authorizedan 
attomey from the HVJT law firm to sign his name:to 
tbe protest and ‘submit it to the Bladen County Board 
of Elections on November 15. He didn’t see.it or 
know the full extent of its allegations. The protest 
didn’t hold back. It claimed “literally hundreds. of 
fraudulent ballots:were-cast” as thé result of “a 
massive Scheme to run an absentee ballot mill 
involving hundreds of ballots, perpetrated’by and 
through the Bladen County Improvement 
Association PAC,” a political committee funded with 
donations from its local members, the NC Democrat 
Party,.and Democratic candidates. 


The McCrory campaign’s press release Said the 
evaluation of ballot envelopes. by a handwriting 
expert provided “shocking evidence resulting from a 
blatant scheme to try to impact the voting results of 
an entire county and- perhaps even sway statewide. 
and federal elections,” including the gubematorial 
race. “With hundreds of fraudulent votes found in 
just one North Carolina county for a straight 
Democratic tickét, close examination of this election 
is required to make sure the true winner of the 
election is properly determined,” said HVIT attorney 
Jason Torchinsky, described in thé release as legal 
counsel for the Pat McCrory Committee Legal 


ay, 
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Defense. Fund. “The staggering evidence of voter 
fraud in Bladen.County and the number of similar 
PACs that the North Carolina Democratic Party 
donated to shortly before the start of early vote 
requires close examination throughout the state.” 


‘The State Board.of Elections already had 
investigators interviewing Voters and members of the 
Bladen County Improvement Association PAC 
(BCIAC). After countless hours of research, local 
meetings and protest hearings, lots of statewide 
inedia attention, and an appeals hearing in Raleigh, 
the truth finally came out: neither the McCrory 
campaign nor the state’s investigators could find a 
single case where a BCIAC member or volunteer 
forged a voter’s signature or marked the ballot 
against the voter’s wishes. At the end of the appeals 
hearing in Raleigh, the State Board members voted 
to dismiss the protest. (Ironically, the only evidence 
of a forged ballot presented at the appeals hearing 
pointed to a volunteer associated with Dowless’” 
campaign who may have voted a stolen absentee 
ballot.) 


NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 


Raymond Dyer, chair of the Northampton County 
Republican Party, emailed his protest about an 
“absentee ballot mill” to the Northampton Counity. 
Board of Elections. Dyer told Democracy NC that he 
“got the stuff” from Steve Roberts, the McCrory 
campaign attomey with HVIT. He acknowledged. 
that.the protest didn’t have details:about his county 
and said Roberts explained he “couldn’t provide any 
because of the ongoing investigation in Bladen 
County.” The Northarapton protest used the same 
language, format and general accusation as other 
protests about “harvesting” absentee ballots. This 
cookie-cutter approach often led to sloppy’errors in 
the protests. For example, Raymond Dyer’s protest 
in the. Northampton County included this statement: 
“To confirm the integrity of the absentee ballots cast 
in Durham County, my representative visited the 
county’s Board of Elections on November 16, 2016 . 
.. to visually inspect the abséntee ballots .... Iwas 
denied access to visually review these documents.” 
It is doubtful that Dyer went to Durham to review 
ballots cast in Northampton County. 


Dyer’ s-emailed protest apparently never reached 
the Northampton County Board of Elections. Board 
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director Susie Squire said she heard about the protest 
but never received it, so no action was taken by her 
board. 


GREENE COUNTY 


Sara Sparks, chair of the Greene County Republican 
County Party, hand delivered her protest alleging “a 
scheme to operate an absentee ballot mill.” Italso 
forgot to change “Durham County” in one part to 
“Greene County,” but it included specific 
allegations, based on research by McCrory campaign 
staffer Jeff Hauser, that three Greene County 
residents witnessed “at least 72,” “at least 11,” and 
“at least 10 other” ballots, respectively. 


Sparks said one of the staff people with the 
McCrory campaign asked her to sign the protest and 
put her in touch with the attorney who preparéd it. “I 
really didnt write it or know anything about it,” she 
told Democracy NC. “My name is on it, but I did't 
waite it.” She hand delivered it to the Greene County 
Board of Elections and thought they handled the 
protest very well. 


Board of Elections director Steve Hines said his 
office took the time’ to compare the voter’s signature 
on absentee ballot to the signatures of the witnesses 
and to the signature.on the voter’s registration card. 
They found no irregularities. In addition, the 
individuals named in the protest for witnessing 
multiple ballots took the trouble. of bringing swom 
affidavits to the preliminary hearing attesting that 
they did not sign ballots in place of voters. 


FRANKLIN COUNTY 


Danny Pearce, a vice chair of the Franklin County 
Republican Party, delivered a protest about “an 
absentee ballot mill” to the Franklin County Board of 
Elections on November 17. The protest references 
the. one filed in Bladen County and said that Emily 
Weeks, a staff member of the NC Republican Party 
in Raleigh (now press sécrétary for the NC GOP), 
“attempted to inspect absentee ballots or envelopes 

in Franklin County-and was denied twice.” 


Lisa Goswick, director of the Franklin County 
Board of Elections, said Emily Weeks first came on 
November 9, the day after the election, which shows 
how quickly the MeCrory/NCGOP team began 
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taking action. Goswick-asked her to come back 
when the crush of processing ballots slacked up a 
little. Pearce came several day later and received 
petmission to look at the absentée ballot envelopes 
after the county board met about his protest. 


Pearce told Democracy. NC that he and his wife 
and Larry Norman, an attorney from Louisburg “sent 
by the Republican Party,” looked over-the ballot 
envelopes and found “about 40” that appeared to be 
witnessed by the same people. Pearce said the state 
GOP also sent “a young guy” who took notes and 
“was very evasive with us.” Pearce said the protest 
and follow-up seemed to be coordinated through the 
attomey at the party, Tom Stark, who “was.smack in 
the middle of it all.” 


Pearce became more suspicious when he saw that 
the witnesses were also active with a local African- 
American group, the Franklin County PAC, which 
the protest said received a donation from the NC 
Democratic Party. He compared the handwriting on 
their witness'signatures to the voters” signatures and 
found nothing irregular. “I was hoping it would tum 
up something,” he said, “but nothing was found.” 


MOGRE COUNTY 


The protest for Moore County was sent by email 
from Steve Roberts of the HVIT law firm and signed 
by John Rowerdink, chair of the Moore County 
Republican Party. It declared that ballots of four 
individuals should be invalidated because they “were 
cast by the following persons known to have voted in 
rpultiple states.” Glenda Clendenin, director of the 
Moore County Board of Elections, said her staff 
researched the.allegations and notified the voters 
about.a preliminary hearing scheduled to determine 
if sufficient evidence justified holding a full hearing. 
Clendenin’s research uncovered one of thé rare cases 
where the evidence indicated that someone did vote 
in two states in the 2016 general election. Kaley]. 
Mulder, one of the four people accused by 
Rowerdink, apparently voted in Florida and North 
Carolina — and then she:moved out of the county 
fairly quickly. The Moore County Board of 
Elections has referted her case to the local district 
attomey and the State Board of Elections. 


The other three voters accused by Rowedink are 
completely innocent and still upset that he could so 
easily begin: a legal proceeding against. them with no 
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evidence. “I was shocked and horrified and furious 
to leam our name was on a list with-people who were. 
alleged to have broken a federal law,” said Anne 
Hughes who was accused with-her husband. “There 
should be a higher burden before people are accused 
of voting in two states,” added William Hughes. 
“Everybody should have the same right to beable to 
vote. It’s the bedrock of democracy.” 


The fourth voter accused, Catol Ann Tumer, 
made a special effort to cancel her registration in 
Maryland before.the general election. “They need to 
provide proof before they accuse me of voting 
twice,” she said about her accuser. She wondered 
why false claims of voter fraud are growing.and 
getting more attention. “Where are the laws that 
protect those of us who haven’t done.anything wrong 
and allow those who want to make up these stories to 
be able to do that?” Tumer said what she feels “is. 
disbelief, it’s anger, it’s frustration, but most of all 
it’s sadness that this is where we’re at.” 


Rowerdink, the county Republican Party chair, 
has no regrets about filing the protest. “It sounded 
credible and [ wanted to support the governor’s 
campaign and didn’t want fraud to occur,” he told 
Democracy North Carolina. He had “no problem 
with filing it,” but he said he withdrew the protest at 
the preliminary hearing because “the legal team 
never provided evidence to support the claims.” He 
said he had an email exchange with McCrory’s team 
before the hearing, trying to get something to back 
up the protest. “They were not very responsive,” he 
said. “They left me hanging.” Lacking anything 
more to present to the board, he withdrew the 
protest. He feels his effort was justified because the. 
board’s staff leamed through its own research that 
‘one of the voters had voted twice. 


LEE COUNTY 


On November 17, attorney Steven P. Saxe.of the 
HVST law firm sent a protest to the Lee County 
Board of Elections that was signed’ by Charles 
Staley, chair of the Lee County Republican Party. 
The protest falsely accused one voter of voting while 
serving a felony sentence. Staley’s protest said he 
made:the accusation, “Based on a review ofthe 
public-records.” However, records at the NC 
Department of Public Safety clearly shows that the 
voter completed his felony sentence in January 1997, 
nearly a decade before the-protest. 


hts, 
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Staley told Democracy North Carolina he 
“spearheaded the complaint”. but it came from the 
McCrory campaign. He didn’t try to verify the 
information, but after the county board.determined 
that the accused voter had finished his sentence, 
Staley said he.“did my own investigation.” Staley-is 
a former probation officer.and has access to a secure 
system to look up the status of probationers. He used 
that system to verify that the man was “an eligible 
voter.” 


Staley also said he saw the whole list of people 
being accused as felony voters by the McCrory 
campaign, but he didn’t try to verify their stams. “I 
was On the inside of it all,” he said, but he recently 
retired, gave up his positions with the party, and is 
moving with his wife to Carteret County. He still 
believes that McCrory won the election and that 
votes were illegally added in’ Durham County after 
the election to give Roy Cooper and now Attorney 
General Josh Stein their victories. 


James W. Creacy, the voter falsely accused by 
Staley, didn’t like being pulled into.a political fight 
and ‘publicly charged with voter fraud because of a 
felony record from many years earlier. He wondered 
how he could get his record expunged so his name 
wouldn’t be misused and his past wouldn’t create 
new problems. “I’m 68 now. It’s not fair,” he said. 


BRUNSWICK COUNTY 


On November 17, attorney Erin Clark, attorney for 
Pat McCrory’s campaign at the HVJT law firm, sent 
‘a protest.to the Branswick County Board of 
Elections signed by Joseph Agovino, chair of the 
Brunswick County Republican Party. The protest 
accused Joseph D. Golden of voting in two states and 
said it is based “Upon review of early voting files 
from other states.” Agovino. told Democracy NC 
that the GOP attomeys informed him they had 
“ironclad” eviderice that Golden voted'in Maryland’s 
general election, so he agreed to sign the protest. 
However, the Bronswick County Board of Elections 
staff investigated. and leamed that. Golden, although 
registered in Maryland earlier in 2016, did not vote 
there in the November election. The-board notified 
Golden about.a preliminary hearing, but said he 
didn’t need-to change his planned trip for that day 
because.the matter would be easily resolved. 


However, Golden sdon found his name on the 
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front page of the local newspapers as being charged 
with voter fraud, Someone on social media wrote, 
“There’s a cheater amongst us.” Golden was 
surprised and frustrated by the experience. “This is 
not how you want to begin living in a new 
community,” he said. 


For his part, Agovino now wonders, “Why did I 
get myself involved in this crap.” Shortly before the. 
hearing, he contacted the state Republican Party to 
get documentation from the attorney to back up the 
claim of double voting, but be was told “she’s left” 
and they had nothing for him. He felt “hung out to 
dry,” he told us. “I didn’t have enough information 
to follow through,” so on the day of the hearing, he 
withdrew the protest. But by-then, the.damage to 
Golden’s reputation and Agovino’s credibility had 
been done. 


“Why did l get myself involved in this crap” 
- Joseph Agovino, after he couldn’t get 
the aiterney’s help to back up his protest 


GUILFORD COUNTY 


Three protests filed in Guilford County say they’re 
from. William C. Porter, but underneath his signature 
on each oné are the words “authorized by /'spr,”.as in 
Steve P. Roberts, the HVJT attomey who. emailed 
the protests to the county board of elections. Porter is 
a léader in the Guilford County Republican Party and 
attended the preliminary hearing where the coimty 
board discussed the protests. He may have thought 
he was just helping Gov. McCrory, but. he got an 
earful after the hearing from Karen Nichans, one of 
the people he acctised of voting in two states. Several 
‘weeks later, Niehans, her husband, and two other 
voters falsely accused of committing fraud filed a 
defamation lawsuit against Porter in Guilford County 
Superior Court. 


Karen Niehans learned about the preliminary 
hearing from a certified letter sent by the Guilford 
County Board of Elections. The letter said Mr. and 
Mrs..Niehans’ “eligibility to vote” had been 
questioned and they should attend the hearing, but 
attendance. wasn’t required. Karen. recounted. other 
confusing aspects of the ordeal to Democracy NC, 
including being sworn in at the hearing and grilled 
by a board member, “Can you prove you didn’t vote 





Exhibit 2.2.2.1 


211 of 278 





in another state?” Taken aback, she and her husband 
tried to explain they wete new to the stat@ and only 
voted once. Then Karen remembered she had an. 
email exchange on her-phone with an elections 
official in. Wisconsin that included her refising the 
official’s offer to send-an absentee ballot. The board 
finally voted 10 dismiss. the protest, On her way out, 
Karen went to the back of the room to confront her 
accuser, William Porter. “Why did you.do this to 
us?” she demanded. He bad no answer for her. 


Gabriel Thabet,-a registered Republican, finished 
parole for his felony sentence 17 years.ago, but 
‘Porter accused him of illegal voting in 2016. In an 
opinion coluran published in the Greensboro News 
& Record, Thabet said the accusation “scared me to 
death.” He thought he must have done something 
wrong, but finally: realized “I was.the person who 
‘was wronged.” He said he decided to “fight back” by 
joining the defamation lawsuit against Porter. “At the 
national level, accusations have been made that 
millions of people voted illegally in this past 
election. These are broad and baseless allegations 
‘with an apparent intent to intimidate people — like 
me — from voting,” he wrote. “Now is the time that 
voters tight back against faise accusations.” 





ORANGE COUNTY 


On November 17, Orange County Republican Party 
Vice-Chair Evelyn Poole-Kober accused six voters 
of voting in multiple states; they were mostly UNC- 
CH students or recent graduates, Steven Saxe of the 
HIVST law firm sent the protest to the Orange County 
Board of Elections in an email attachment. Tracy 
Reais, director of thé elections board, followed up 
with Poole-Kober, who said she suspected the voters 
cast ballots in Maryland in addition to North 
Carolina. The election board staff contacted officials 
in Maryland and'learmed that, while all the voters had 
previously been registered there, none cast absentee 
or other ballots in Maryland’s general election. 


Poole-Kober did not attend the preliminary 
hearing: on November 18, and no one-else provided 
evidence to support the protest. According to the 
minutes of the meeting, Board meniber Jamie-Cox 
noted that “there is a complete lack of substantial 
evidence that indicate‘a violation of election laws or 
other irrégularity or misconduct. . .. Mr. Cox felt the 
protest was filed to delay cativass.and frivolous in 
naturé given the fact that the protestor was not 


present. Mr. Cox made a motion arid: Mr Randall 

seconded the motion that the protest be dismissed. 
The motion was unanimous. The Board dismissed 
the protest at 11:40 am.” 


Aysha Nasir, 2 graduate of UNC and one of the 
accused voters, initially suspected that her ballot was 
being challenged because “of my Muslim name:” It 
made her feel “targeted”. and ‘awfully vulnerable” to 
be picked out and:acensed of something she didn’t 
do. After seeing the names of other voters similarly 
charged, she realized her name wasn’t the issué, but 
she still felt subject to arbitrary harassment. “You 
obey the law, you do all the stuff you’re supposed to, 
and then some person just randomly, without any 
burden of proof, can accuse you of breaking the 
law;” she said. 


MECKLENBURG COUNTY 


On November 17, attomey Erin Clark with HVJT 
sent a protest to the Mecklenburg County Board of 
Elections signed. by Brenda Brown, voter. registration 
chait of the Mecklenburg County Republican Party. 
The protest accused two voters of voting while 
serving a felony sentence, It is based “Upon review 
of the North Carolina Department of Corrections 
active prisoner and parole database.” Brown told 
WEAE-FM radio that she filed the protest because 
“there were things in 2012 and in previous eléctions 
that concerned me, and then at the very last minute 
whea our voter ID elections laws were overtumed, I 
was concermed we would see that exact same 
problem again.” But Brown presented no evidence 
to back up her claims. 


Freddie Williams, who Brown falsely accused of 
committing voter fraud, is concemed, té0. He’s 
woried that it’s too. easy to file irresponsible charges 
against innocent voters. He thinks “it’s a good idea” 
for the State Board of Elections to require people.to 
present some: evidence to back up their claim before 
acomplaintis accepted. 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY 


Local Republican Party activist Thomas Schoolfield. 

hand delivered his protest to the Rockingham County 
Board of Elections, charging three voters with Voting 
in two states. However, all three accusations proved 
to be false‘and the board. voted to.dismiss the protest 
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According to Tina Caldwell, director of the elections: 
board, one of the accused voters had a‘different 
middle name and different age from the voter who 
cast the ballot in the second state, Washington. 


The other two voters, Cheryl and James 
Holcombe, had voted in the Virginia primary but 
moved to:North Carolina, registered and voted only 
in'this state in the general election. “This is all very 
alarming to us,” Cheryl Holcombe said after learning. 
that she and her husband were accused-of voter 
fraud.. Thomas Schoolfield, a trustee of the 
Rockingham County Community College.anid retired 
executive from Burlington Mills, didn’t want to 
discuss his protest with Democracy NC, saying only 
that it turned out there was:“no record of them 
having voted in two states.” 


FORSYTH COUNTY 


On November 17, attorney Steve Roberts with HVJT 
sént two protests to the CBOE signed by Linda 
Petrou, vice chair of the Forsyth County Republican 
Party. One protest named two voters who it said had 
died — but one of them tumed out to be alive. The 
other protest accused two voters of voting while 
serving a felony sentence. “It really concerms me 
when I see people who aren’t eligible to vote 
voting,” Petrou told the: News & Observer. She said 
shé would not have filed the protest “if some lawyer 
friends of mine hadn’t approached me.” When 
informed that one of her accused voters was not 
serving a felon sentence, she sluffed it off: “I don’t 
think anyone:pays attention,” she told the reporter. 


The falsely accused voter, Barron R. McCollum, 
was not amused, “They should at least find out if ’m 
still considered a felon instead of taking it for 
granted,” he told Democracy NC. McCollum said he 
didn’t like the fact that Petrou seemed ‘concerned 
about voters she thought cheated but not about 
people who filed bogus protests. He.was notified 
about the preliminary hearing, but the-letter arrived 
after the meeting had already begun. The Forsyth 
County Board of Elections unanimously dismissed 
the protest because it received no eviderice to. 
Substantiate-the accusations. Petrou told the Winston 
-Salem Journal that the Republican attomey said she 
didn’t need to attend the elections board meeting. 
“My understanding was that they had all the 
information they needed,” she said. “Something fell 
through the cracks.” 
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JOHNSTON COUNTY 


Denise Rentz, now chair of the Johnston County 
Republican Party, told Democracy NC she read the 
protest via email and authorized attomeys at the 
HVIT law firm fo sign ‘her name.and submit it on 
November 17. She was not sure whether the law 
firm represented the McCrory campaign or NC 
Republican Party. The two were “on the same page; 
working together,” she said. 


Renitz’s protest is one of several submitted with a 
Signature and then the initials of a Holtzman Vogel 
attomey under the signature. In this case, the initial 
are EC, presumably for Erin Clark, although Reniz 
said Clark is not the woman she talked with; it may 
have been Gabriela. Fallon, an associate at the firm. 
who handled protest submission in afew other 
counties. 


On November 18, the scheduled day for canvass, 
the Johnston County Board of Elections discussed 
the protest, read relevant statutes, and made an initial 
conclusion that it-amounted to a late challenge of the 
registration eligibility of four voters based on their 
alleged felony convictions, not a protest asserting an 
ureguianty or mistake that might influence the 
election outcome. One board member said it looked 
like an. effort “to shoehorn challenges that have 
passed their déadline into a protest.” Since the 
canvass had to be postponed for other reasons, the 
board delayed their decision and eventually 
forwarded the protest to the State Board of Elections. 


Rentz thought the county board handled 
everything properly and “professionally.” She agreed 
that the basic problem was “the lawyers didn’t 
submit the paperwork properly:” She thought it was 
“too bad” that the county couldn’t do anything to 
disqualify the votes, but she understood that four 
votes. would not have changed the election outcome 
at the county level. 


Actually, at least one of the four voters. accused of 
voter fraud is completely innocent. Johnny L. 
Berson is 71 years old and has a different middle 
initial ftom the 48-year-old man serving a felony 
sentence, who did not vote in 2016. Benson says he 
votes. “every time” and used early voting 2016 to 
join his wife. He believes the board of elections 
should change its procedures so somebody like him 
can’t bé so easily acoused of a crime. 
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GRANVILLE COUNTY 


Floyd. Adsit, chair of the Granville County 
Republican Party, recalled working with “a hired gun 
‘out of Virginia” — an attomey named “Steve” — to 
prepare a protest and have it filed. Tonya Burnette, 
director of the Granville County Board of Elections, 
said she received the protest.as an attachment to a 
November 17th email from Steve Roberts of the 
VST law firm. The protest accused one voter of 
voting while being “adjudged guilty of a felony.” 


Bumeite forwarded information about the voter to 
the county sheriff, who wrote back that a search of 
the voter’s name and. birthdate established that he 
“has not been convicted of any felony charge.” 
Adsit told Democracy NC that he initially “got 
information from the attorney” about the voter’s 
felony-conviction, but upon receiving a copy of the 
sheriffs statement, Adsit immediately sent Burnette 
amemo withdrawing his protest — the same day it 
was filed. “I didn’t have reason to doubt the sheriff. 
I know him,” said Adsit. “That was enough-for me.” 


WAKE COUNTY 


Charles Hellwig, now chair of the Wake-County 
Republican Party, filed three protests that were 
emailed to thé county board of elections on 
November 17 by Gabriela Fallon of the HVJT law 
firm. One protest named two voters who the county. 
board confirmed died after they cast early ballots. 
Another protest named three “persons adjudged 
guilty of felony” who. cast “invalid ballots” — except 
two of the three were obvious cases of mistaken 
identity; the innocent voters had family members 
with different ages on felony probation. 


The third protest listed:22. individuals accused of 
voting in Wake County and in another state in the 
November 2016 election. At the preliminary hearing, 
ag attomey for the McCrory campaign presented a 
spreadsheet with information about the voters and 
people with similar names who supposedly voted in 
another state. The spreadsheet included obvious 
mismatched names and it listed the majority of 
voters as all voting in Maryland on the same day. By 
a 2-to-1 vote, the Wake County Board of Elections 
dismissed the protest. Subsequent research 
confirmed the bogus quality of the spreadsheet. 


Robert Chadwick, who moved to North Carolina 
from Virginia, was disturbed to lear he was.on the 
list of alleged double voters. “It was.a total shock,” 
he said. “Someone just randomly pulled my name 
out of a hat and said, “That guy cheated.’ It really 
hurt me.” He thought the current process makes it 
too easy to claim someone committed voter fraud 
without any evidence. He added, “Whatever needs to 
be done to stop this.in the future, J think now is the 
time’to let’s push this button and make. that happen.” 


BEAUFORT COUNTY 


Joseph Knox volunteered with the McCrory 
campaign throughout the summer and fall of 2016, 
and at age 20 he served as the youngest delegate in. 
the nation to the Republican National Convention. 
He told Democracy NC that Robert Andrews, state. 
grassroots director for the McCrory campaign, asked 
him to file a protest being prepared by attomeys and 
he agreed. Erin Clark of the HVIT law firm sent the 
protest to the county board of elections by email on 
Saturday, November 19. It listed three’ voters 
“adjudged guilty of a felony” and said their ballots 
should be disqualified. 


The Washington Daily Times published the names 
of the three voters in its November 22 edition, but 
later that day, the county board dismissed the protest. 
ina front-page:story on November 23, the 
newspaper said, “Knox, who wanted {the three] 
ballots excluded from vote counts, failed to appear at 
the preliminary hearing conducted by the board.” 


Knox told Democracy NC that the attomey said 
he didn’t need to show up at the hearing. When he 
learned the protest was dismissed, he notified the 
attorney and. was told “they would try to follow up.” 
He didn’t hear anything later from the attomey; 
meanwhile, he did hear from several friends and 
party members. who chastised: him for not attending 
the méeting. That attention really bothered him. “I 
was between a rock and a hard place,” he said. The 
attomeys said he didn’t need to attend to defend the 
protest, but the county board “threw it out” because 
no evidence-was presented to back up the charges. 


It’s doubtful that Knox will jump so quickly to 
accuse people of voter fraud in a legal document. 
That’s good—but it’s a little late‘for one of the 
people Knox falsely accused and the newspaper 
named as possibly linked to voter frand. Sylvester 
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16 
D. Ore is not serving a felony sentence and has not investigated thé protest and quickly found that 
m lost. his-right to vote. “I don’t like it,” he. said about Conwell was not serving a felony sentence. In fact, 
( being accused of fraud. “That’s saying I’ve gotten his supervised probation for amisdemeanor 


involved with wrong kind of people. That’s not me!” — conviction had ended; his status with the NC 
Department of Public Safety is shown as “inactive” 
on its public search site. 


HARNETT COUNTY Elmore didn’t want to talk with Democracy NC 


B. Carolyn Elmore, vice chair of the Hamett County about her protest. “That was five months ago,” she 
Republican Party submitted her protest by hand to said. “I’ve put that behind me.” But Conwell is still 
the county board of elections. on November 18,2016. unhappy he was falsely accused of voter fraud. “It 
She accused Michael Conwell of voting while being was wrong,” he said. “It should never have 



































































































































“adjudged guilty of a felony.” The elections staff happened.” & 

Courity Protestor Category sella County Protestor \tegory ey Hod 
Alamance. Carter | Felony Sentence 2 Guilford | Porter Deceased 1 
Alamance Carter Voted 2 States 1 Guilford Porter | Felony Sentence 8 
Alexander Sims Deceased [ 1 Guilford Porter Voted 2 States 9 
Beaufort Knox Felony Sentence 3 Halifax Myrick _| Absentee Fraud {724 

Bertie Terry Felony Sentence 1 Halifax Myrick | Felony Sentence. 1 

Bladen Dowless | Absentee Fraud-| ~275 Harnett Elmore | Felony Sentence a 
Brunswick. Agovino | Voted.2 States 1 Hoke Hartman | Felony Sentence 1 
Buncombe | Newton Deceased 2 Iredelt Corbin Detedsed 2 
Buncombe { Newton | Felony Sentence 1 Jackson Hammond | Felony Sentence 4 

Burke Paris Deceased 3 Johnston Rentz | Felony Sentence 4 
Cabarrus | Kennedy Deceased 5 Lee Staley | Felony Sentence 1 
Cabarrus | Kennedy | Felony Sentence i Mecklenberg | Brown | Felony Sentence 2 
Carteret Newton/ Felony Sentence 1 Moore _|Rowerdink| Voted2States | 4 

Pruett 
Cleveland Bowland | Felony Sentence 1 New. Hanover | Anderson | Absentee Fraud O° 
Craven Mischka Deceased 2 New Hanover oe Felony Sentence 2 
Craven Mischka _| Felony Seritence. Z Northampten Dyer Absentee Fraud oO: 
Cumberland: | Reinoeh! | Felony Sentence 1 Poole 
Cumberland | Reinoehl | Vored2States | 7 Grange Kober: ||: Voted? Ststes:.]. 08 
Davidson Younts. Deceased iz Person Wrenn Deceased a 

Ourham Posthill | Absentee Fraud oO Rockingham |Schoolfield} Voted 2'States 3 

Durham Posthill. | Felony Sentence 7 4 Stokes: McBride | Felony Sentence L 

Durham Posthill | Voted'2 States 47 Wake Bunn Absentee Fraud oO 

Forsyth Petrou Deceased 2 Wake Hellwig Deceased 2 

Forsyth Petrou | Felony Sentence 2 Wake Hellwig, | Felony Sentence 3 

Franklin Pearce | Absentee Fraud AQ Wake Hellwig | Voted 2 States 22 

{ Granville 4 Adsit Felony Sentence 1 Wayne Heath Felony Sentence 1 

Greene Sparks. Absentee Fraud i ~94 Wayne Heath Voted 2 States 1 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 


Case Number. 2016-166 

Investigator(s): Joan’fleming/Matthew Martucci 

Document: Interview Report ~Jerry Reinoeh! on 12/16/2016, 01/03/2017, and 
01/04/2017/Telephonic; 

County(s): Multiple 


Subject(s): November 2016 General Election Protests; 
Voter Fraud Allegations/Possible False Statements to Affect Electian Outcome — 
11/08/2016 General Election; 


On 42/16/2016, Jerry Reinoehl, eee) 


‘as telephonically contacted by NCSBE Investigators Joan Fleming and 
Matthew Martucci. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing officials, and the purpose of 
the interview, Reinoehl provided the following information: 


Reinoehl is a retired military officer of the U.S. Army, having attained the rank of Major. 


Reinoehl stated that. on14/16/2015, he was contacted by a member of the “legal team” representing 
Governor Patrick McCrory and asked if he was willing to assist their efforts to secure an election re~ 
‘count for McCrory associated with the November 8, 2026 General Election, by filing an election protest 
in Cumberland County. 


Reinoehl was initially telephonically contacted by Erin Clark, eclerk@hvjtlaw, 859-954-8974, who asked 
If he would be willing to file a protest to support the McCrory re-count. Her call was unsolicited:by 
Reinoehl, but he was not surprised that he was chosen since he is a registered Republican who 
contributed to McCrory’s campaign and who is known in his county.as a person who is very involved in 
doing his own-research on voter registration and voter fraud matters. He stated that he sometimes 
works on voter registration issues in concert with Jay DeLancy of the Voter integrity Project (VIP). 
Reinoehl stated that he and DeLancy had spoken about the possibility of teaming up with the state GOP 
in their voter research efforts: Clark and Reinoehl did not discuss specifics, but Reinoehl knew there 
were. protests being filed to support McCrory and that McCrory’s lawyers were likely looking for 
someone with “status” in the county to sponsor their protest. Reinoehl explained that by “status” he 
meant-that he was both qualified-to bring a protest in Cumberland County as a duly registered voter in 
that county, and that he’ had a reputation for being active at the county BOE in election matters.. 
Reinoehl agreed to Support McCrory’s lawyer's efforts and he believed that Clark advised him that 
someone would send him the protest documents to:sigh. 


Reinoehl advised that soon after his cali with Clark. he received an.email with an attachment containing 
the original protest docurients. The protest documents already contained all of the relevant 
information needed te file the protest and he was simply asked to sign end return them. He was-unsure 
as to who sent the documents to-him, in.as much as during the protest he believed he-also.had email 
correspondence with others associated with Clark. He identified those additional individuals in an email 
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sent to the interviewing officials on 12/13/2016. They were: Steven-P. Saxe (Holtzman, Vogel, Josefiak, 
Torchinsky PLLC), Michael Williams (NCGOP), and Jesse Moss, 

Of those individuals, he indicated that Moss may have sent him the original 
protest documents. Reinoehl stated he never spoke with Moss, and he signed and returned the 
documents via email as requested. [Investigator’s Note: Reinoehl later corrected his statement to 
advise that he incorrectly attributed receipt of the. protest documents to Moss, who was not involved in 
the'protést request at ail, See page 4 of this report. He actually received the protest documents in an 
email message received from: Erin Clark on 11/16/2016.] 


Reinoehl stated his understanding was that he would sign the protest, and “they” (the attorneys for 
McCrory) would attend the protest hearing in Cumberland County at which time they would produce 
the evidence to.support the claims of voter fraud against the voters named in the protest. He stated 
that he did not personally submit the protest documents to the Cumberland County Board of Elections. 
but rather emailed them back.to the legal team. He believed his protest was thereafter Submitted to 
the Cumberland County BOE by the legal team. 


Reingeh! stated that at the time he agreed to help the protest éffort by signing the protest documents 
he was led to believe that the lawyers would provide: him with the supporting evidence and would 
attend the protest hearing with Reinoehi to assist him in presenting the evidence. However, as the date 
for the hearing drew closer (11/21/2016), the legal team failed to provide Reinoeh! with any evidence to 
support the claims of voter fraud contained in his protest. Consequently, Reinoehl began’ conducting his 
own_research out of concem that he would be left to fend for himself before the County BOE. -He 
commented that he has had déalings-with party. officials in that. past where he has felt that they were 
somewhat “sloppy” inthe way they handle their research. Reinoéh} continuéd to try to communicate 
with individuals.at the law firm and the GOP in an effort to obtain the needed facts. He recalled that-on: 
thé Friday before the hearing, he sent an:email message to NCGOP offictals to “put up or’shut up.” He 
explained that hé was:trying to stress to them that his County BOE would expect to see and: hear 
detatled.evidence to back up the claims in the protest and that without that information the protest 
would not survive that scrutiny. He stated that he knows and respects the members of his board and 
recognized that they would want to see.documentation in order to justify not counting any votes. In 
response, Reinoehl was told that the lawyers understood what was needed and would be prepared to 
present evidence at the hearing.. Réindehl résporided that he had riot seen what they were relying on as 
evidence. He never received any documentation fromm any of the attorneys, and-as a result, he had no 
confidence inthe protest, did not know what to expect, and felt that he was “left out to dry.” 


Reinoehl confirmed that in total, he signed-two protests that were prepared by the attorneys, one that 
alleged that a voter was a convicted felon and the.other that alleged that seven (7} voters had voted in 
multiple states during the November 8, 2016 election. In spite of what is indicated in the protest 
documents, Reinoehl admitted that at the time he was asked to-sign the protest documents, he had no 
personal knowledge of any evidence to support the allegations against any of the voters named in his 
protésts. 


Reinoehl stated that he signed the protests under the belief that the requestors were lawyers, and as 
such fikely had access to information they he did not, including criminal records. He also noted that they 








oo 
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were in a hurry to get the protests filed before the election canvass and he noted there.was.a sense of 
urgency to get his protest-filed. Reinoehl did not know where.or How they obtained their information, 
and he was never provided with any information as to how they came up with the names of the voters. 


Reinoehi stated that when he ‘tried to de his own research on the double voters.he had difficulty since: 
he ‘had ne information.as to what state they voted jn other than North Carolina. He stated it is a “big 
country” and he.was frustrated that the lawyers never provided him-with any information concerning 
the other states involved. in the end, he was only able to verify that one voter may have voted in North 
Carolina.and Florida. He stated that through.contact with the county BOE; he was able to verify that the 
voter accused of voting in a.convicted felon status was in fact.a convicted felon. Rienhoehl thereafter 
discussed his concerns about proper documentation with Erin Clark in an email dated 11/18/2016. 


Reinoehl told the interviewing officials that in his experience, there are often issues of mistaken identity 
when comparing voters in-multipie states. He cited the frequency of encountering “Ir’s, Sr’s, Hl’s. and 
III's”, which can lead to false positives. He recalled that the legal team told him that:he did.not need to 
be concerned since they would be at the hearing to present the evidence for him. In a text.message he 
recéived from Erin Clark on Saturday, 11/19/2016, he was told that he (Reinoehl) did not need ta be 
present at the hearing: “You are not required to attend the hearing. We'should have an attorney in 
attendance.” 


Reinoeht stated that in spite of the above advice from Clark that he did not need to be present forthe 
hearing, Ke felt.a.résponsibility since it was his protest and he therefore never considered not attending, 
The hearing was at 8 AM ona-Monday, and when Reingehl arrived, he looked around the-room to see if 
he saw any unknown faces. He explained that.as.a long-timé resident of the county, he knows most 
people who attend the BOE meetings, and consequently felt he would beable to pick out the’ lawyers. 
He stated that the lawyers:did not appear for the meeting and he informed the board: chairman that the 
legal team he expected to assist with his protést'‘was not present. Reinoehl thereafter presented the 
evidence he had independently found concerning the convicted felon and one double voter. He 
admitted that for six out of the seven double voters named in his protest héhad no evidence to present. 
He recalled that BOE Director Terri Robertson verified his information that the. convicted felon was stili 
under anactive sentence. However, he advised that in the end the board voted two to one.to decline 
his protest of those two voters based upon the fact that it would not have any effect on any-contest 
within Cumberland County. 


After the hearing on.11/21/2016,.Reineeh! contacted Clark via a text message and told herthat the 
hearing did not go Well: “It was lonely without:legal assistance...”. Ina subsequent.email message sent 
tg Michael Williams, Steven Sexé, and Erin Clark on 11/25/2016, Reinoehi suggested that they could 
appeal the two confirmed cases and they responded that they were “studying” the issue. Reinoehl 
spéculated:that they failed to show up for his hearing because they were focused oni other issues in 
Durham County, and that when their efforts in Durham County failed, they “folded up and went home.” 
Reirioeht expressed dissatisfaction that they never supported him with the underlying facts to support 
his protest. ‘He stated that he fater learned.of a female individual in Forsyth County, Linda Petrou, whe 
was.similarly-recruited by IMcCrory’s attorneys to submit an election protest and who likewise, wastold 
by.those attorneys that she did not need to show up for the protest hearing. He-stated thet unlike 
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himself, Petrou did not appear at the hearing eittier, and ‘the Forsyth County BOE dismissed the protest 
since there were no individuals present to present evidence. 


Reinoehl provided the interviewing officials with statements concerning his experience via thre email 
messages on 12/13-and 12/19, which are attached and made-a'part hereto. Inan email on.12/23, 
Reinoehl stated the following: 


“The Legal Defense Team supporting the Governor McCrory election drafted the Cumberland 
County protests for my signature and:submission. The legal team identified the incividuals and f was not 


provided any of the information used to identify those named in the protests wha may have committed 
voting irregularities. ” 


“The legal team was aware of the date, time, and location of the Cumberland County probable cause 
hearing. | was advised there would de legal representation provided with sufficient documentation to 
support.a probable cause determination. The meeting was called to-order and | proceeded without 
legal assistance. The legal team did not attend the hearing. | was not provided with any of the 
documentation they may have developed to support the: protests. | have stil] not'seen any‘of their 
supporting documentation.” 


in.a follow-up interview on 01/03/2017, Reinoehl was asked if he could confirm that the original protest 
documents hé received wefe.in fact received from Jesse Moss-as tnitially stated above. Reinoehl was 
informed by the writer that Moss appeared to be associated with a film company that makes 
documentaries and as such, it seemed unlikely that he would have provided the protest documents to 
Reinoehl. Upon review of his messages, Reinoehl advised that he believes that he may have sent copies. 
of the protests to Moss during the time. that the protest was being worked on because Moss was 
producing a film about the election. He stated that he agreed that it was unlikely that he received the 
protest. documents from Moss but he.could not recall, without further review, wha did serid him the 
protest documents. Reinoehl was asked if he has.had time to copy the emails and text messages he 
received during the time he was contacted about the protest. He stated that he had compiled them all 
and was “ready to hit send” but decided to corisult with a GOP official before doing so. He stated that 
the official advised him that it would not be a good idea for him-to provide that information to.the SBE 
investigators. Reinoehl stated that the individual whe provided him with that advice isa GOP “policy 
person” and that they do not.répresent him as.an attomey. Reinoeh! declined to identify the advisor. 
Reinoehl was advised that his cooperation in conducting a complete investigation was appréciated and 
that et minimum he should not destroy the information in his possession since it was fikely that the 
investigation will go forward-and the results provided to other governmental agencies, Reinoehl stated 
that he-intended to.provide the information to the writer and has no plans to obstruct the investigation 
in any manner. He stated that as.a former intelligence officer in the-U.S. Army he understatidsthe tieed 
for complete information to be provided anid he stated he would forward the requested information to 
the writer. 


th-a follow-up interview on 01/04/2017, Reinoehl confirmed that he’in fact received the original protest 
documents from Erin Clark and that his-contact with Jésse Moss'was not associated with the filing of his 
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protest. Reinoehl thereafter provided SBE investigators a zip file containing copies of emails and text 
messages he received from and sent to Erin Clark. 





Copies of the above referenced emai! messages and associated.protest documents are attached and 
madé apart hereto.// 





{ 
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ELECTION PROTEST 
‘Use of this form is required by GS. 163-182.9(c) 


This form must be filed with the county board of elections within the timefiames'set out in GS. 163-182.9 (b)S). 


Please print or type your answers, Feel free to use and attech additional sheets if needed to. fully answer the 


questions below. “You may also attach rclevant calibits and dochments. Please number the pages of such additioval 
sheets md attachments. 


1. Pull name:and maifing address of person filing the protest. 


Jerzy Reinoehl, 516 Deerpath Dr., Fayetteville, NC 28311 


2, Home an business phone number, fax number, and ¢-mall address. 


(910)850-0740, jreinothI@nc.rr.com 





3. Are you either @ candidate or registered voter eligible to ‘Vote in the protested election? 
Ifa.candidate, for what office? 


Registered voter 





4. List.the dare, location, and exact nature of the election protested. Name. ali candidates in the election and the 
sumiber of votes each séccived, Note the winning cendidate(s) elected or nomigated. 


November 8, 2016 General Election. All candidates and isvues on the ballot indicated for that election. 








5, Does this protest lavolve an alleged ezror in vote count or tabilation? Ifso, please explain in detail, 


‘Upon review of early voting files from other states, it appears that seven (7) individuals cast ballots in both North 
Carolina and another state. Casting'a ballot in more than one state is a clear violetion of North Carolina and federal 


election laws. Therefore, these ballots were erroaéoasly counted aad tabulated by the CUMBERLAND County 
Board of Elections. 





6. Does this protésr involve an ixregularity or misconduct not desided it number 5 above? If so, please give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity end naine those whocommited snch action. 


No. + 





7. Please set out ail election. laws or regulations that you allege: were violated. in. your responses to.5 or 6 aboye. 


State how each violation occutred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phous numbers of those who you allege 
‘commited such violations. 


N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82.1 


Ip violation of the statutes provided for above, invelid ballots were cast by the following persons imown to have 
‘yoted in nriltipls stares: 


OLLIE EZELL Wl, CASTLEFIELD LN, FAYETTEVILLE, NC. 28306-9676. 
| DION REGINOLD SAMUEL JR, FRENCHORN LN, FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28314-6124 
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ELECTION PROTEST 
‘Use of this form is required by GS. 163-182.9(¢) 












“ This fosm must be filed With the. sty booed Sf elsodons wii the dimefbares set out i GS. 163-182.9 (oX)- 
Please print oF type, your:/answers. Feel fice to Use and. uiiach edditional she's if needed to fully answer the. 


questions below. Youmay also attach selevank: ‘exhibits atid documncats Please: number the pases ¢ of such additional 
sheets aa aitachments. © °° 


h Paired ning ans fea igh oa 
Teny Reuoeh 516 Deerpait Dr, Basel, NC2EIII + 


2. Frei nail business me fe ak noniber, and e-mail address. 
 910)850-0740, jreinochl@nc.rr-comn 
"3 


“Ave you cither a candidate or smite voter eligible fo vote in the protested deat? 
Tf acendidate, for what Office? 


Registered voter 





4, List the date, location, and exact nature of the election protested. Naine all candidates in the election atid the 
* puntber of ‘votes cack received, Noe the winning, candidate(s) « elected or nominated, 


‘November s 2016 Geneval Election. Al} candidates andi igsnes on the ballot indirated for thatelection. 





ae 


5. Does this protest involve an alleged enor in vote comnt or tabulation? Ifso, please explain int detail. 


Upon review of early voting files from other states i itappears that sevet! (7) individuals cast ballots ia bath Nortly 
Carolinia ‘and:ancther state: Casting: 2 ballotin'more than one sstite ig 2 clear violation of Novth Carolina and federal 


election laws. Therefore, these ballots were emoneously counted and tabulated by the CUMBERLAND Comty 
Board of Elettions. 


6. Does this protest ievolve an irregularity or misconduct not désctibed it number 5 above? If so, please give a 
detailed desersption of such misconduct or irregularity and name those who coramitted such zction. 


No - 





7. Please set out ail election Jaws or regalations that you allege were Violated in your responses io 5 or 6 above. 


State how each: violation occurred. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone nmmbers of thase who you allege 
committed such violations: rn 


NC. Gen. Stat. § 163-821 


In violation of the statutes provided jor above, invalid ballo’s were czst by the foliowing persons imown to have 
‘yoted in multipic states: 


OLLIE EZELL i, CASTLEFIELD LN, FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28306-9676 
t DION REGINOLD SAMUEL IR, FRENCHORNIN, FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28314-6124 








4 
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WILLIAM ALEXANDER BARR TLLAKEWAY DR, FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28306- STS 


arene. © COLLINS, WADSWORTH PL. FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28314-1772 


JERRY LEVERN HENRY, DIPLOMAT DR, FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28304-6024 
BETTY.B ADAMS, GRIMES ST, FORT BRAGG, NC 28307-2110 
MELISSA JILL ROWLEY-KNUDTSON, MARINERS LANDING DR, FAYETTEVILLE, NC 233060-7466 





8. Please provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers of any witestes to. my misconduct alleged by you in 
this protest, and specify what each witness listed saw orknows_ 


Jeny Reinoehl, 516 Deerpath Dz, Fayetteville, NC 28311,(919)850-0740, early voting files from other states 


9. What action do you desire the county board of elections to lake in this matter? 


The CUMBERLAND County Board of Elections mast invalidate all ballots for any. office whatsoever deemed to be 
sast by persons who vofed in multiple stats in violation of state law, as set forth in Sections S and.7, nbove. 


30. Do yon contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have affected or cast doubt upon the results of | fhe 
protested election? If your answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion. 


Yes. The described allegations clearly demonsvate that ballots cast by persons who voted in muttiple states, for the 
lection held. on November 8, 2016 in CUMBERLAND County, aré invalid under State law. The invalid ballots cast 


by persous who have voted in multiple states in violation of state and federal law, must not be counted for any office 
voted, 





1]. Have'you read and reviewed the North Carolina law periaining to election protests as set oni in G.S. 163-1829 


through G.S. 163-182.14 and cuirent North Carolina State Board of Elections regulations pertaining to election 
protests? 


Yes. 





12, How many peges of additional answer are attached to this protest?’ 0 


How many pages of attachments are attached? 0 Kanab 
S, ie 
CoG be: ee 


Date/Time Filed with County Board 

(to be Billed out by the county board) 

NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with 2 complete copy af 2 filed protest within. one business 
day after if ts filed. In addition, the county beard shall provide a.copy of the election andit with this copy of the 
protest. 


Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Carolina State Board. of Elections, PO 
Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173. 
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ELECTION PROTEST “ 

Use of this form is required by G.S- 163-182_9¢¢) 
This form sinst be filed with the commty board of elections within the timeframes set out in G_S. 163-1829 HO. 
Please piint-or type your answers. Feel fiee to use and attach additional sheets if needed’ to filly answer the 


questions below. You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents. Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments. 


1. Pull narne.and mailing addxess of person Hling the protest. 


Jerry Reinochl, 516 Deexpath Dr., Fayetteville, NC 28311 


N 

2. Home and business phone number, fax mmber, aad e-mail address. 

(10}850-0740, jreinoch\@ac.rr.com 

3. Ave you either a candidate or regis‘ered voter cligible to yote in the protested election? 
fa candidate, for what office? . 

Registered voter 

4, List the date, location, and. exact. nature of the election protested. Name all candidates’ in the election andthe 

number of yotes each received. Note the winning candidates) elected or nominated. 


Novernbér 8, 2016, General Election. AJ} candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election.. 





5. Does this protest involve an alleged error In vote count cr tabulation? If sa, please explain i detail. 


‘Yes. Upon review of the North Carolina Department of Corrections active prisoner and parole database and ballots 
cast for candidates for this‘ election, it appears that at least one ballot was cast by a person adjudged guilty of a 
felony against this State or the United Stztes, or adjudged guilty of a felony in enother state that also would be a 
felony if it had been committed in this State, and without those persons having first restored to’ the’ rights’ of 
citizenship in the manner prescribed by law. That class of persons not being alowed to vote in this State as 
piescribed by law, it appears that none of these ballots are valid under State. law, and’ all of these ballots Were 
erroneously counted and tabulated by the Cumberland County Board of Elections. 








6. Does this protest involve an irregularity or ciisconduct not desofibed in number 5 above? Tf so, please give a 
detniled description of such misconduct or imegularity anid name those who committed such action, 


No. 


7. Please set out all election laws or seguiations that you allege were violated in. your responses to 5 or 6 above. 


State how each. violation occurred. Please provide the aames, addresses, and phone nurnbers of those who you allege 
committed such violations, 


N.C. Gen. Star. § 163-5560) 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82. 1(6X2) 


in violation of the statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were:cast bythe following persons adjudged guilty of 
a felony: 
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Jennifer Louise Brimson, 4706 Needhain, Fayeteyile, NC, 28311 


& ‘Please provide the names, addresses, and phone niunbers of any wituesses to any misconduct alleged by:you in 
this protest and specify what each wimess listed'saw or knows. 


erry Reisioehl, 516 Deerpath De, Fayetioville, NC2831 1, (910)890-0740, North Carolina Deparuneat of 
Corrections active prisoner and parole database 





9. What action do yon desire the county board of elections to take inthis matter? 


‘The Cumberland County Board of Elections must invalidate all ballots for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast 
by persons adjudged guilty ofa felony in violation of state law, as set forth in Sections 5 and 7, above. 


10. Do you contend the allegations set out by you are Sufficient to have affected or cast doubt upon the results of the 
protested election? If your answer is yes, please state the factual basis for your opinion. 


‘Yes, ‘The described allegations clearly demonstrate that ballots cast by persons adjudged guilty of a félny, for the 
election beld on November 8, 2016 in Cumberland County, are invalid under State law. The invalid ballots.cast by 
persons adjudged guilty ofa felony against this State or the United Siates, or adjudged guilty ofa felony in mother 
state: that also would be a felony if it had been committed in this Sate, and without thosé persous. having first 
restored to the rights of citizenship in the manner prescribed by law, must not be counted for ay office voted, 








11_ Have you read and reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests as set out in G.S. 163-1829 


through G.S: 163-182.14 and current North Carolina State Board of Ejections regulations pertaining to election 
protests? 


Yes. 





12. How many pages of edditiona) answer are attached to this protest? 0 
How many pages of attachments are attached? 0 


ignatyre of Protestor 
Date/Time Filed with County Board. 


(to be Filled out by the county board) 


NOTE: The county board must provide the State Board with a complete copy ofa filed protest within one business 
day after it is Hed. In addition, the county beard shall provide a copy'of the election. audit with ttis copy of the 
protest. 


Please direct any questions to your county board of elections or the North Caroline Slate Board of Electiéns, PO 
Box 27255, Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (019) 733-71 73. 
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Fleming, Joan : 


* From: Martucci, Matthew 
Sent: Tuesday, December 33, 2016 2:49 PM 
To: Fleming, Joan; Strach, Kim 
Subject FW: Cumberland 11-08-2016 Protests - Legal Team Info 


Here are the names of McCrory’s legal team involved in this protest 
Matty 


Original Message-— 

Frorti: jreinoeht@ne.rr.com [mailto:jreinoehi@nc.r.com} 
Sent: Tuesday, December.13, 2016.2:42 PM 

To: Martuccl, Matthew <Matthew. Martucci@ncsbe.gov> 

Ce: jreinoehl@nc.rr.com 

Subject: RE: Cumberland 14-08-2016 Protests - Legal Feam Info 


Sir, 


This is the contact info | have: 


initial: Jesse 21 protest documents) Erin Clark, 


eclark@hvjt.law, (859) 954-8974 (follow-up) 


Post Probable Cause Hearing: Steven P. Saxe, spsaxe@hvjt.law; Michael Wiliams, michael.williams@ncgop.org, 


VR, 

Jerry B. Reinoeht 

516 Deerpath Dr 
Fayetteville, NC 28311 
jreinoehl@ncrr.com 
Hz (910) 822-6268 

€: (9110) 850-0740 


-~ "Martucci wrote: 

> Thank you so much 

> [need the names of the legal team? 

> 

> —--Original Message—— 

> From: jreinoehl@nc.rr.com [mailto:jreinoeh|@nc:tr.com], 
> Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2016-2:12 PM 

> To: Martucci, Matthew <Matthew.Martucci@ncsbe.gov> 





> Subject: Curnberland 14-08-2016 Protests 
> 


>Sir, 








> The Legal Defense Team supporting the exhibit 2. atu ‘drafted the eric Ont f2f8 8. my 


signature and submission. The fegal team identified the individuals and I was not provided any of the information used 
to-identify those named in the protesis who may have committed voting irregularities. 

> 

> The legal team was aware of the date, time, and location of the Cumberland County probable cause hearing. | was 
advised there would be legal representation provided with sufficient documentation to support. a probable cause 
determination. The meeting was called to-order and? proceeded without legal assistance. The legal-team did not attend 
the hearing. | was not provided any of the documentation they may have developed to support the protests. | have still 
not seen any of their supporting documentation. 

> 

> I performed the research and developed the information presented during the: probable cause hearing. Information 
from individual BeenVerified reports, a commercial background check subscription service, includes such information as 
full name, address history, telephone numbers, relatives and associates, criminal and ‘traffic arrest records, and date of 
birth, was used to research other public records. 

> 


> On the protest of the voter, Jennifer Louise BRUNSON, NCID EEE who ts a convicted félon who had not 
completed her sentence and was ineligible to vote. information was obtained .from the NC Department of Public Safety 
Offender Public Information website. During the public hearing, 2 board member examined the documentand asked the 
Director, Ms. Terri Robertson, if she. could verify the felony conviction Information. She indicated that her office used the 
same information source. Had a probable cause determination been made, | believed at a formal hearing, if the voter 
attended, fer testimony and signature comparisons ore. Ne voter registration application and the authorization to 


9, she changed heraddress from 
That change possibly occurred on 
Nov 3 when she voted during early voting and after her felony conviction on Oct 4, 2016. Address changes require anew 
voter application - paper or electronicas in the case during early voting. She would have signed that application 
committing an additional felony by making a false statement. 

> 


> On the protest of the seven voters who may have voted i multiple states. 

> 

> Information presented cluring the hearing on one of the individuals, Jerry Levern HENRY, NCID 
demonstrated that he had voted in Florida after voting in North Carolina, not being in violation of NC law. Leamed 


afterward that | was not permitted to access that information on the Florida Department of Elections website, and 
deleted all the files. 


Ss 


> Iriformation developed on Dion Reginold SAMUEL, Jr, NCI 2-year-old may have been mistaken identity as 
his father had fived in Fayetteville at the same address but now lives in El Paso, TX, but was never registered to vote in 
NC. 


> 


> Information developed on William Alexander BARR, HII, NCOMEEEEEE 23-year-old, may have been mistaken identity 
as his father has fived in Fayetteville at the same address but is not registered to vote in NC. Could not determine where. 
‘the father was registered to vote. 

> 


Information developed on Clay C. COLLINS Ur}, NCID EEE 3-year-old, may have been mistaken identity as his 
father Clay C. Collins (Sr) has the same address as the son but is registeréd to vote in Florida. 


> 






> As mentioned before, the legal team did not provide any help, and I did not have sufficient informiation to decide. on 
the. multiple state voting status‘of the remaining individuals. 
> 


> 

> Thank you for your consideration of these issues, Jerry B.Reinoeh! 
> 516 Deerpath.Dr 

> Fayetteville, NC 28311 
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> yreinoehl@nc.rr.com 
>H; (910}.822-6268 
"> €:{910}-850-0740 
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Fleming, Joan 


i A TR I A 


* From: Martucci, Matthew 
Sent Tuesday, December 13,2016 2:47 PM 
To: Fleming, Joan; Strach, Kim 
_ Subject: : FW: Cumberland 11-08-2016 Protests os 


Here's the protest file in Cumberland County which was dismissed 
Matty 


—-Original Message-— 

From: jreinoehl@ne.rr-com {mailto:jreinoehl@nc.rr.coml 
Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2016 2:12 PM 

To: Martucci, Matthew <Matthew.Martucci@ncsbe.gov> 
Ce: jreinoehl@nerr.com 

Subject: Cumberland 11-08-2016 Protests 


Sir, 


The Legal Defense Team supporting the Governor McCrory election drafted the Cumberland County protests for my 
Signature and submission. The legal team identified the individuals and [ was not provided any of the information used 
to identify those named in the protests who may have committed voting irregularities. 


The legal team was aware of the date, time, and location of the Cumberland County probable cause hearing, | was 
advised. there would be legal representation provided with sufficient docuttientation to support a probable cause. 
determination. The meeting was called to orderand | proceeded without legal assistance. The legal team did not attend 


the hearing: I was not provided any of the documentation they may have developed to support the protests. | have still 
not seen any of their supporting documentation: 


| performed the research and developed the information presented during the probable cause hearing. Information 
from individual BeenVerified reports, a commercial background check subscription service, includes such information as 
full name, address history, telephone numbers, relatives and associates, criminal and traffic arrest records, and date of 
.birth, was used to research other public records, 


On the protest of the voter, Jennifer Louise BRUNSON, ncio EEE tio is 2 convicted felon who had not completed 
her'sentence:and was ineligible to vote. Information was obtained from the NC Department of Public Safety Offender 
Public tnformation website. During the public hearing, a board member examined the document-and asked the Director, 
Ms. Terri Robertson, if she could'verify the felony conviction information. She indicated that her office used the same 
information source. Had a probable cause determination been made, | believed at a formal hearing, ifthe voter 
attended, her testimony and signature comparisons of her NC voter registration application and the authorization to 
vote (ATV) should be a straight forward determination on her guiit or innocence. Also, she changed her address from 

at change possibly occurred:on 
Nov 3 when'she voted during early voting and after her felony conviction on Oct 4, 2046. Address changes require a new 
voter application - paper or electronic as in the case during early voting. She would have signed that application 
‘committing an additional felony by making a false statement: 


On-the protest of the seven voters who may have voted in multiple states. 











Information presented during the hearing oexhibi b Priore Levern HENRY, Camelia instrated 


that he. had voted in Florida after voting ir North Carolina, not being in violation of NC law. Learned afterward that | was 
not permitted to. access that information on the Florida Department of Elections websiie, end deleted afl the files. 


Information developed on Dion Reginold SAMUEL, fr, nD 22-year-old may have been mistaken identity as- 
his father had Jived.in Fayetteville at the same address but now lives In El Paso, TX, but was never registered to vote in. 
NC. 


Information developed on William Alexandér BARR, III, NCID EEE 21-year-old, may have been mistaken identity as 
his father has lived in Fayetteville at the same address but is not registered to vote in NC. Could not determine where 
the father was registered to vote. 


Information developed on Clay C. COLLINS (Jr), nC BE 33-year-old, may have been mistaken identity as his 
father Glay C. Collins {Sr) has the same address as the son but is registered te vote in Florida. 


As mentioned before, the legal team did not provide any help, and | did not have sufficient information to decide on the. 
multiple state voting status of the remaining individuals. 


Thank you for your consideration of these issues, Jerry B. Reinoen! 
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Fleming. joan ; ‘ 
From: Martucci, Matthew 

Sent: Monday, December 19, 2016 8:12 AM 

To: Fleming, Joan 

Cc: Strach, Kim 

Subject: FW: Winston-Salem Journal story on Forsyth protest no-show 


~>--Original Message—— 

From: jreinoeht@nc.rr-com [mailto:jremoehl@ncrr.com} 

Sent: Monday, December 19, 2026 8:00AM 

To: Martucci, Matthew.<Matthew.Martucci@ncsbe.gov> 

Ce: jreindeht@nc.rr.com 

Subject. Winston-Salem Journal story on Forsyth protest no-show 


Sir, 
Per our discussion Friday. This is the link to the Winston-Saiem Journal article on the Forsyth election protest. 


http://www, journalnow. Com/news/elections/local/feton- voter-protest-fails-on-no-show/article_6c53cd8a-18d1-5757- 
9cf6-b18dbaa833eb-htm! 


"An election protest alleging that two felons were allowed to cast baliots in Forsyth County was rejected Tuesday 


morning when the person filing the protest and tre two affected voters failed to appear at a hearingin iront of the 
Forsyth-County Board of Elections." 


“Linda Petrou, the vice chairwoman of the Forsyth County Republican Party, who filed the protest last week; said a GOP 
attorney giving her advice had told her it was not necessary for her to show up for the hearing,” 


VR, 
Jerry B. Reinach! 





URE. 
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hitpv/Awww joumalnow.com/news/elections/tocal/felon-voter-protest-fails-on-no-show/article_6c53ed8a- 
180 1-5757-9c16-b 1 Sdbaa833 eb.hitmt 


Felon voter protest fails on no-show 


By Wesley Young. Winston-Salem Joumal Nov 22, 2016 


An election protest alleging that two felons were allowed to cast ballots in 
Forsyth County was rejected Tuesday morning when the person filing the 
protest and the two affected voters failed to appear at a hearing in front of 
the Forsyth. County Board of Elections. 


After waiting for more than 10 minutes past the start of the 9 a.m. hearing, 
the three-member elections board unanimously agreed that without anyone 


presenting evidence there was no way to sustain a challenge to the votes by 
the two alleged felons. 


The protest was dismissed and the ballots cast by the two voters were to be 
counted. 


Linda Petrou, the vice chairwoman of the Forsyth County Republican Party, 
who filed the protest last week, said a GOP attomey giving her advice had 
told her it was not necessary for her to show up for the hearing. 


“My understanding was that they had all the information they needed,” 
Petrou said. “Something fell through the cracks.” 


The GOP has filed multiple election protests across the state in the wake of 
a photo-finish outcome in the contest for governor. 


incumbent Pat McCrory, the Republican, trailed Democratic challenger Roy 
Cooper by only 6,154 votes statewide as of around 7 p.m. Tuesday, as 
counties counted provisional ballots and tried to wrap up their canvass of 
the 2016 election. 


erste. 
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Cooper easily carried. Forsyth County in unofficial results posted on 
Election Day, and as more provisional ballots and other ballots were 
counted on Tuesday he padded his lead. 


Results are still unofficial in Forsyth County because some 1,100 


” provisional ballots remained uncounted at the close of counting Tuesday 


evening. The county elections board will meet at 10 a.m. next Wednesday 
and try to wrap up the official canvass of the 2016 election, 


As of the close. of counting on Tuesday, Cooper had 99,398 votes in Forsyth, 
an increase of 330 over his previous total and L 773 over his count in the 
immediate aftermath of the election. 


McCrory’s total in Forsyth stood at 73,380 with the close of counting on 
Tuesday, an increase of 204 votes over his previous total and 1,236 votes 
over his initial tally right after the election. 


The bottom line was that in Forsyth County, Cooper had increased his 
margin over McCrory by 537 votes with the counting of absentee and 
provisional ballots since Election Day. 


On Tuesday, the elections board approved fully counting 359 provisional 
ballots, partially counting 115 provisional ballots and disapproving 264 
provisional ballots. 


The board also added in some 137 absentee ballots that had been initially 


disallowed or had questionable date stamps, but later determined tobe 
valid. : 


A provisional ballot is given to someone when. voter registration 
information isn’t found or if there is some-other problem such as.a record 
that the person had already voted or that someone had gone to the wrong 
precinct. Each provisional ballot is individually sealed in an envelope. 





{ 
\ 
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Inthe days after an election, election officials go through the provisionals 
and see if they can find the correct voter information or otherwise 
determine whether or not the ballot should be counted. 





On Tuesday, the elections board dealt with seven provisional ballots cast in 
cases involving people who apparently tried to vote twice or in someone 
else’s name. 


The elections board compared voter signatures to see if the signature on 
the voter registration card matched any of the signatures given when 
people voted. The cases all involved people casting a ballot in early voting, 
then showing up later to vote and being told they had already voted. The 
second-visit voters were allowed to cast provisional ballots. 


On Tuesday, only two of the seven double-vote provisionals were approved, 
with the corresponding early-vote ballots for those voters removed from. 
the tally. In the other cases, the provisional was tossed and the early votes 
allowed to stand. 


The majority of the partial provisionals counted on Tuesday were.cases in 
which a voter cast a ballot out of his precinct, and rather than go vote at the 
proper precinct chose to vote where he was with the ballot available. That 
meant votes cast In some contests wouldn’t count, since different precincts 
have a different mix of contests on the ballot. 


a 
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But there were also 22 voters who apparently got the wrong ballot type 
through human error. 


A point of controversy on the elections board on Tuesday had to do with 
four absentee ballots that were hand-delivered to the elections office. A 
worker is supposed to mark when the ballot was received, since it has to be 
brought in by 5 p.m. on Election Day. By error, that was not done. 


‘The elections board voted 2-1 to disallow the four ballots. Fleming El- 
Amin, the sole Democrat on the elections board, argued to accept the 
ballots, but the Republican majority voted to disallow the ballots because it 
could not be proven they were brought in on time. 


wyoung@wsiournal.com ($36) 727-7569 @wyoungWs} 


Wes Young 


More Elections News 





. * McCrory signs. controversial Senate. GOP elections, court bill, presented with HB 17 


Gov.-elect threatens court action against GOP move to limit his powers 


Fourth special session called to consider other bills; disaster relief bill clears fegislature 


Trump's national security adviser shared secrets without permission, files show 
Sources: Perry for energy secretary; Kanye West visiting Trump tower 


Reaction to Gov. Pat McCrory's concession speech reflects entrenched positions by supporters and 
critics 


Pat McCrory concedes, calling election NC's closest govemor's race in modem history 


Green. Party switches strategy in Pennsylvania recount bid 


Durham begin recounts; Bladen protest denied 


Durham recount in govemor's race ordered fo be done Monday night 
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Fleming, Joan 





From: Fleming, Joan 

Sent Wednesday January 04,2047 8:34 AM 

To: 

Subject: RE: Cumberland 11-08-2016 Protests — Legal Teem Info.- Update 


Thank you Jerry. Should-I expect to see copies of the email messages regarding your protest any time soon? Also, since 
Mr. Moss was not the person who.supplied the protest documents to you, are you able to identify the person who did 
provide them? 


Thank you for your candor and cooperation in this matter. 


Joan 


Joah M. Fleming, CFE/Chief Investigator 
North Carolina State Board of Elections 
441.N. Harrington Street 

Post Office Box.27255 

Raleigh, NC 27611 

919.715.1792 office | 919.715.0135 fax 
wnww.ncsbe:gov 


Email correspondence to and from this sender is subject to.N.C: Public Records law, and may be disclosed to third 
parties. This email transmission and information contained herein, including any attachments hereto, are confidential, 
intended only for the recipient(s) designated above, and may Contain information that is legally privileged, attorney 
work product, or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you have received this email in error, or are not the 
named recipient(s), you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this email andthe 
information contained herein is strictly prohibited, In that event, please immediately notify the senderand delete the 
original message, as well as any attechments, permanently and immediately. 


Original Message-—— 
Front 
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2017 7:52 AM 


To: Fleming, Joan <Joan. jing @ncsbe.gov>; Mariucci, Matthew <Matthew.Martucci@ncsbe.gov> 
Ce REA 
Subje umbertan 18-2016 Protests - Legal Team info - Update 


Ms Fleming, 








A clarification on the: POC information. 


Jesse Moss was not involved in any of the legal aspects of the protests-and I should not have included his information. 
Jesse Moss is a reporter/résearcher for American Issues out of New York. They were {ars) producing a documentary on 
NC voting. His tear has performed video interviews, taken video of this and other Cumberland hearings, and taken 


te 


video of Cumberland-early voting. I provided nx hibit: do Rardiskhat ae public docdend@s, OfraeLOme 


background for their preparation for the Nov 21, 2016 election protest probable cause hearing. They taped this hearing. 


VR, 
Jerry 8. Reinoehl ~ 


—jreinoeh!@nc.rr.com wrote: 
> Sir, 

> 

> This is the contact info | have: 
> 


> Initial: Jesse M1055 nnn 
(EEE original protest documents) Erin Clark, eclark@hvjt.law, 

5 (859) 954-8974 (follow-up) 

> 

> Post Probable Cause Hearing: Steven P, Saxe, spsaxe@hvjtlaw; Michael 
> Williams, michael.williams@ncgop.org 

> 

> VR; 

>Jerry B. Reinoehl: 


> 

>-— "Martucci wrote: 

>> Thank you'so much 

>> heed the names of the legal team? 

>> 

>> -—Original Message-— 

>> From: jreinoeh|@nc.rv.com [maitto;jreinoehi@nc.r.com] 

>> Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2016 2:12 PM 

>>To: Martucci, Matthew <Matthew.Martucci@ncsbe.gov> 

>> Cc: jreinoehI@nc.rr.com 

> > Subject: Cumberland 11-08-2016 Protests 

>> 

>> Sir, 

>> 

>.> The Legal Defense Team supporting the Govemor McCrory election drafted the Cumberland County protests for my 
signature and submission. The legal tearn identified the individuals and ! was not.provided any of the information used 
to. identify those named in the protests who may have committed voting irregularities. 

ae 

> > The legal team was aware of the’date, time, and location of the Cumberland County probable catise hearing. 1 was 
advised there would be legal representation provided. with sufficient documentation to support a probable cause 
determination. The meeting was called to order and ! proceeded without legal assistancé. The legal team did not attend 











the hearing, Fwas not provided-any ofthe doeeX Dit -Roydord developed to supgoraile Rial, Bre still 


hot seen any of their supporting documentation. 

>> 

>>| performed the research and -developed the information presented during the probable cause hearing: Information 
from individual BeenVerified reports, a commercial background chéck subscription service, includes such information as. 
full name, address history, telephone numbers, relatives and associates, criminal and traffic arrest-records, and-date of 
birth, was uséd to résearch other public records 

>> ‘ 

>> On the protest of the voter, Jennifer Louise BRUNSON, NCID EE who ts a convicted felon who hadnot 
completed her sentence and-was ineligible to vote. Information was obtained from the NC Department of Public Safety 
Offender Public Information website. During the publichearing, a Doard member examined the document and asked the 
Director, Ms. Terri Robertson, if she could verify the felony conviction information. She indicated that her office used:the 
same information source. Had a probable cause determination been made, | believed at a formal hearing, if the voter 
attended, her testimony and signature Comparisons of her NC voter registration application and the authorization to 


vote (ATV) should be a aoe forward determination on her = orinnocence. Also, she changed her address from 


at change possibly occurred on 
Nov-3 when she voted during early voting and after her felony conviction on Oct 4, 2016. Address changes require a new 
voter application - paper or electronic as in the case during early voting. She would have signed that application 
committing an additional felony by making a false statement. 
>> 


> >On the protest of the seven votérs who may have voted'in multiple states. 
>> 


>> Information presented during the hearing 6n one of the individuals, Jerry Levern HENRY, noo iii 
demonstrated that he had voted in Florida after voting in North Carolina, not being in violation of NC law. Learned 


afterward that4 was not permitted to access that information on the Florida Department of Elections website, and 
deleted alt the fites. 
>> 


> >Anformation developed on Dion Reginold SAMUEI, Jr, NCID (I, 22-year-old may have been mistaken identity 


as his father had lived in Fayetteville at the samé address but now lives in El Paso, TX, but was never registered to-vote itt. 
NC. 


>> 


>> Information developed on William Alexander BARR, tll, NCIO I, 23-year-old, may have been mistaken 
identity as his father has lived in Fayetteville at the same address but is not registered to vote in NC: Could not 
determine where the father was registered to vote, 

>> 

>> Information developed on Clay C. COLLINS (Jr), NCID (I 18-year-old, may have been mistaken identity as his 
father Clay C. Collins (Sr}-has the same address as the son but is. registered to vote in Florida. 

>> 

> > As mentioned before, the legal.team did not provide any help, and | did not have sufficient information to decide on 
the multiple state voting status of the remaining individuals. 

>> 

>> 

> > Thank you for your consideration of these issues, Jerry B. Reinoeh! 
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Fleming, Joan 


From: eco! 





Sent Wednesday, January 04,2017-2:16 PM 

To: Fleming, Joan; Martucci, Matthew 

Ca. 

Subject: £ Cumberland 11-08-2016 Protests ~ Background 

Attachments: Cumberland_County_11-8-2016_Reinoeh|_Election_Protest.documentsZip_renamed 
Ms. Fleming, 


The attached zip file includes the following documents relevant to my contact with the McCrory Legal Defense Team and 
others pertaining to the Cumberland County election protests that | filed. 


Per our discussion, { will retain the original emails, messages, and other information and data used to support the 
protests. 


Zip File Directory: 
201611161824_email_SUBJ_Cumberland_County_Protest_Erin_Clark_to_Jerry_Reinoehl_w_enclosures 
202611170616_email_SUBJ_Cumberland_County_Protest- 
signed_documents_attached_JBR_to_Erin_Ciark_w_enclosures. 
201611170940_email_SUBJ_Cumberland_County_Protest-signed_documents_attached_Erin_Clark_to_JBR 
201611181510 _email_SUB)_prefiminary_hearing_JBR_to, Terri_Robertson_Cumberland_BoE_CC_Erin_Clark 
201611181549_email_SUBI_Cumberland_County_Protest-Prelininary_Hearing-Going to_need_help_iBR_to_Erin_Clark 
201611250850_email_SUBJ_Cumbesland_County_Protest_Erin_Clark_to_J8R-Michdel_Williams-Steven_Saxe 
201611250851_eniail_SUBJ_Cumberland_County_Protest_JBR_to_Michael_Williamms-Steven_Saxe- 
Erin_Clark_w_enclosures 

Cumberland_County_BOE _votes_2-1_to_dismiss_complaints_Andrew_Barksdale_FayO_20161121 
Cumberland_Reinoehl-(Felon)_signed_undated 

Cumberland _Reinoehl_ (Interstate: Voter)_signed_undated: 
Fayetteville_resident_files_2_election_protests_with_help_of_McCrory_campaign_Andrew_Sarksdale_FayO_ 20161128 
NC_11-08-2016_Cumberland_JBR_Protest_Phone-Message_logs_20170103 


Jerry B. Reinoeht 





¢ 
iv 
{ 
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Date: Friday, November 25, 2016 8:51 AM 

rom: 

To: Michaet Williams <michael.wiliams@negop:org>, Steven'P. Saxe <spsaxe@hyjtlaw> 
Ce: Erin Clark <eclaik@hvjtiawe, jreinoehi@ac.rr.com 


Subject! Re: Cumberland County Protest 
Sirs, 
Believe the Cumberland Bo should have considered each protest separately. 


Recommend you advise on an appeal on the protest for the felon voter but let's 
not pursue the protest on the out of state voters. 


The Chairman's motion for @ probable cause finding for the grouped protests did 
not receive a second and thus died without action. As we have now seen Marc 
Burris, NC State BoE IT managér, found 369 felons wiio voted in this election. 





During the hearing, the Secretary (Rep) Kevin Right, remarked [quote from 
article} "the complaints raised serious questions about sone voters that should 
be investigated, out he didn’t think Reinoeh) had shown enough evidence to 
warrant @ £u1l-blown heating.” 





Very confusing on how Kevin Hight could believe there is an isstle of such 
concern to send to the state for investigation and yet fails to second the 
motion on @ probable’ cause motion xequiring a mch lower burden of proof and 
permitting a vote. 





Attached is. the information’ on the felon voter, Jennifer Louise Brunson, NCID 
=a. which was provided during the ptobablé cause hearing. at a formal 
earing; if the voter attended, her testimony with the attached document and 
signature comarisons of her NC voter registration application and ‘the 
authorization to vote (ATV) should be a straight forward determination on her 
guilt or innocence. Also, she has changed her address from 4706 Needham Dr to 
1847 Baywood Dr. That change possibly occurred on Nov 3 when she voted: during 
early voting and after her felony conviction on Oct 4, 2016. Addxess changes 
Tequiré a new voter application - paper or electronic es in the case during 
early voting. She would have signed “that application committing an additional 
telony by making a false. statement. See attached voter application form. 


This is the link to tie Fayetteville Observer story. http://www. fayobsexver .com/ 
news/ Loca) /cumberland~county-poard-of-elect ions-votes---to-dismiss/article ¢sé1c 
80£~-00bd-5b84-a952-024ad0d63512 html 


The second protest were allegations that seven voters had also voted in another 
State. Informition I presented during the hearing on one of the individuals, 
gerry Levern HENRY, CID [RB demonstrated that he had voted in Florida 
atter be voted in North Carolina, not being in violation of NC law. learned 
afterward that I was not permitted to access that information on the Florida 
Departriant. of Elections website, and deleted all the files. 


Information developed on Dion Regixold samuel Jz, erp QD. 22 yeat-o1e may 
have deen mistaken ideaticy as his father has lived in Fayetteville at the same 
address but now lives in 51 Paso, TX, but was never registered to vote id Nc. 





Tiformation developed on William Alexander Barr Tix, NCID BM 22 year-ora, 
may have been thistaken. idoneity as his father hes lived in Fayetteville ac the 
same address but is not registered to vora in we. Could net determine where the 
father was xegistered to vote. 





taformation developed on Clay C. Collins (Jr), NCID QD is year-cld, may 
havé been mistaken identity as his father Clay ¢. Collins (Srj has the same 
address as the son but is registered to vote in Fl da. 








281616 











https://webmail.nc.rr.com/do/mail/message/preview 2msgld=Election_Pra 
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Jerry 2. Reinoehl 





Brin Clark <eclarkehvjt.law> wrote: 
> Jercy, 


T havé Co:ed my colleagues, Steve Sexe & Michael Williams, who are still in 
NC. Steve and Mike, Jerry is our protestor in ‘Cumberland County. The county 
boa denied some of our protests. I will let.Jerry fill you in on the details 
and you all can decide if we want to appeal. Jerry, thatike so mich for all of 
your help! M 


> Erin: 


vy 


(@. Jennifer Louise_BRUNSON_NG_DPS_Offenider_Public_Info_ NOTARIZED. 20161118.p6F 


8! NC_BOE_Voter_Registration Application. (English): 06W_version112015.pdf 


12/20/2016 
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NOTE: Apparently deleted original this email which was received before 
Friday, Nov 25, 2016 at 8:51 AM 


-ee> Erin Clark <eclarkehvj ws Wrote: 

> derry, 

> 

> I have Cc:ed my colleagues, Steve Saxe & Michael Williams, who are’ still in 
NC. Steve and Mike, Jerry. is our protestor in Cumberland. County. ‘The county 
boe denied ‘some, of our ‘protests. I will let Jerry £111 you in on the details 
and you all can decide if we want to appeal. gerry, thanks so much for all 
of $ 

your help! 

> 

> Erin 

> 

s 
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Date: ‘Friday, November 18, 2016 3:49 PM 


To: . — Efin Clark <eclark@hvjtlaw> 


co 


Subject — Re. Cumberland County Protest - Prelirninary Hearing - Going to need help. 





Ms. Clark, 


L have observed this Climberland county Board of Bleétions in action many times: 
The Chair (Rep) is a Asst. DA, Secretary (Red), a teacher, and Member (Dem) is 
also a lawyer.. I consider the two Rep members to be friends and am in no way 
questioning their judgement. They are just very tough on all voter challenges. I 
appreciate the Board allowing the opportunity to support the charges during a 


prelininary hearing. They could have just tossed the protests out without 
comment . 


I am not: an Attorney. The preliminary héaring is where they expect) the accuser 
to present suffitient evidence to support a probable cause determination of the 
protest. While some counties may apply "relaxed" standards in interpreting the 
law, this board is goes to. the extreme and believe sometimes may apply an even 
stricter interpretation than what may be necessaxy to obtain a conviction; in a 
eviminal case. I recently submitted several voter registration challenges and 
provided at, the preliminary heaving notarized documentation that one believed 
was sufficient for a probable cause determination. They went into closed 
session, with the result being to toss out my challenges without any discussion 
or explanation. I believe it was because they did not like the mannex in waich 
the notary certified the documents. One of my ‘colleagues has: submitted thousands 
of challenges, and the process has often been & troubling experience to. comly 
with their unique idiosyhcrasies. 











They axe getexally unwilling to have a conversation or negotiation. Ik is put up 
ox shut up time, One gavel rap and they will adjourn the meeting and walk out. 
On Monday, if chese challenges are going to be successful, we will have to 
provide strong documentary evidence supporting the protests. I don't know what, 
if any, research BoB staff will perform on the challenges to assist. 
determination. For vorer challenges. they normally just verify the vorer 
information and make the required notifications. They don't do investigations 
and cuxn that responsibility over to others. 








Today's audience included the Director of the local NAACP, end about half-dozen 
local Dem party officials and the Liberal media. As you know, the Dems will 
xaise hell. There was some GOP representation. 


Link to today's Fayetteville Observer story: 


Bttp.: //wew. fayobserver.com/news/local /fayetteville-resident-files-election-prote 
sts-with-help-of-mecrory-campaign/article 9¢8deeb3-41§a~5£15-béec-07asblatcad7 -h 
tml 





VR, 
Jerry 3. Reinoeht 


in Clark <eclark@hvjt.law> wrote: 
you, Jerry! I will submit the scanned versions to Cumberland County via 





e 
oy 
w 
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> Date: Taursday, November 17, 2016. at 6:16 AM 


> TO. m Michelle Clark  i_—_ 





Subject: Re: Cumberland Courity Protest ~ signed documents attached 


Ms. Clark, 
Signed copies attached as reaiested. 


I will retain origina? documents awaiting your instructions. 


vvvivV¥yvyy yy 


Je: B. Reinoehl 






3 --+- Erin Clark <eclarkehvjt.lawceclarkebvjt.law>> wrote: 

> Mr. Reinoehl, 

> I am an attormey for the NC GOP, thank you. for your willingness to file the 
attached protests. If you able, please sign under line 12 on the protests, 
Scan, and email back to me. I will then. file with the county. Please let me 
know if you have any quéstions, my cell is s59-954-8974. 

> Thank you again, 











w 
2 

es 
No 
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Date: Friday, Novernber 18, 2016 3:10 PM. 

x : 
To: Terri Roberison <irobertson@co.cumberiand.nc.us> 
Co: eclark @hvjtlaw, jreinoehi@ne.rr.com 


Subject: Re: pretiminary hearing 


Ms. Robertson, 


Thank you. We will be ready. 





++ Terri Robertson <trobertsoneco.cumbérland.nc.us> wrote: 
Monday 8:00 AM 


Terri Robértscn, CERA 

Diractor of Elections 

227 Fountainhead Lane Ste 102 

Fayetbeville NC 28302 

910~678+7733 Plone 

920-678-7738. Fax . 
trobertson@co. cumberland .nc.us<trobevtson@co. cumberland .ne.us> 
(countyboe] 


> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 


ALL correspondence to and fron this address may be subject to the N.C. Public 
Racoxds Law and may be disclosed to third parties. 


ae 
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Date: Friday, November 18, 2016 1:51 PM 
From: Terri Robertson <trobertson@co.cumberland.nc:us> 


Subject: preliminary hearing 
Monday 8:00 AM 


Terri Robertson, CERA 


Director of Elections 

227 Fountainhead Lane Ste 101 
Fayetteville NC 28301 
910-678-7733 Phone 
910-678-7738 Fax 
troberison@co.cumberiand:nc,us 


BEEN 


Board of Elections 


eo OAE toTae oe 


45 of 2 


All correspondence to and from this address thay be subject to the N.C. Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties. 


x hitps:/f ia ng.r.com/de/mailém Of o78. i=Election_Pre 
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Date: “Thursday, November 17, 2016 9:40.AM 


nag, 


From: Erin Clark <ectark@hyjtiaw> 


ce 


Subject! Re: Cumberland County Protest ~signed documents attached 


( 


Thank you, Jerry! | wilh submit the scanned versions to Cumberland County via email. 


ovr: 
Date: Thursday, November 17, 2016 at 6:16 AM 
To: Erin Michelle Clark <eclark@hvjtiaw> 


aT 


Subject: Re: Cumberland County Protest ~signed documents attached 





Ms. Clark, 
Signed copies attached as requested. 


| will retain original documents awaiting your instructions. 


VR, 





f —— Erin Clark <eciark@hyjtiaw> wrote: 
Mr. Reinoehl.. 
lam an attomey for the NC GOP; thank you for Your willingness to file the attached protests. If you abis, please sign under line 12 
on the protésts, sean, and email back tome. ! will then file withthe county. Please let me know if you have any.questions, my cell 
is 859-954-8974. 
Thank you'again, 
Erin 





gs 


FUI0I201 6.18 


hitps://webmail.nc.r.com/do/mail/niessage/previewmsgld—Election_Pr 
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Date: Thursday, November 17, 2016 6:16 AM 
— 


To: Erin Clark <eclark@hvit.law> 


Subject! Re: Cumberland County Protest + signed documents attached 





Ms. Clark, 
Signed copies attached as requested. 
I will xetain original documents awaiting your instructions. 


VR, a 
Jerry B. Reinoehl 


--++ Brin Clark <eclark@hvjt.law> wrote: 
> Me, Reinoehl, ms 
> 
> Tam an attorney for the NC GOP, thank you for your willingness to file’ the 
attached protests. If you-able, please sign umder line 12 0n the protests; 
scan, and email back to me. I will then file with the county. Please let me 
know. if you have any questions, my cell is 859-954-8974. 

£ > 

, > Thank you again, 
> Erin 


8! Cumbertand_double_voter_JBR_signature_20161117:pdr 


&) Cumberland _ielonvoiér JBR_signature_20164117 pdt 





Lofl 
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Date: Wednesday, November 18, 2016'6:24 PM 





From: Erin Clark <eclark@hvjtiaw> 


Subject! Cumberland County Protest 
Mr. Reinoehl, 


jam an attomey for the NC GOP, thank you for your willingness to file the attached protests. If you able, please sign under line 12 


on the protests, scan, and email back to. me. | wilt then file’ with the county. Please let me know if you havé.any questions, my cell 
is. 859-954-8974. 


Thank you again, 
Erin 


8! Cumibettand_double voter.doc 


8! Cumberland _felonvoter'doc 


2 
Et 
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Ritp:/Avww. fayobserver.corm/news/locai/cumberland-county-board-of-elections-votes—-to- 
dismiss/article_ c561c801-00bd-S084-a952-024ad0d63512.humt 


fo fayobserver 


Cumberland County Board of Elections 
votes 2-1 to dismiss compeins 


, By. Andrew Barksdale Staff writer 
. Nov 24,2016 





Andrew Barksdale 


( Jerry Reinoehi giving sworn testimony-before the Cumberland County Board of Electrons. 
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The Cumberland County Board of Elections has disregarded two election protests prepared by _ 
Republican Gov. Pat McCrory's campaign legal team. 


At a preliminary hearing Monday mbming, the Repubfican-controlled board voted 2-1 to dismiss the 
complaints alleging ‘that eight county. voters who cast ballots in the Nov..8 election were ineligible; 
the.complaints argued their votes should be exéhuded in final county tabulations. 


‘The dismissal follows similar complaints tossed out by other eleciion boards around the siate that 


were lodged by McCrory, who is unofficially trailing. Democratic challenger Roy fecper Oy about 
6,600 votes in the govéemor's race, according to state returns. 


McCrory, who was.in Fayetteville on Monday-for a.gathering of his Matthew Racovery Commities, 


has not conceded the race, and he may a&k-for a recount after thé state finalizes the totais by néxt 
week. E 


"We look forward to. the State Board of Rlections reviewing ail ofthe protesis on appeal,” Russell 
Peck, McCrory’s campaign manager; told The Fayetteville Observer in an email. Monday. "The state 
board has more access io more information, and more resources to-help resolve the merits. of the 
protests than any county board.” 


Fhe Cooper campaign said his lead has grown to about 8,000 votes after counties finished counting 
absentee and provisional ballots last week: On Moriday, Cooper named the people who will lead his 
transition. team to become the siate's next govemor in January. 


The two Cumberland County election protests were signed by Jerry Reinogh!, a.registered 
Republican and Fayetteville resident: He told the board he thoughta McCrory lawyer would join hin 
Monday, but he was alone as he sat across from itie three board members to answer questions. 


Harvey Raynor, the board's jone Democrat, asked Reinoeht if the dispuied ballots would: change the 
outcome of any local race. 


"| don't know whether they will be, because this is part of a statewide process,” Reinoehl said. 
Raynor pressed him further: Would his complaints change.any of the results in this county? 

“The answer is they would not affect any of the local‘contests In Cumberland County,” Reinoehl said, 
Kevin. Hight, @ Republican onthe. board, said the complaints raised-sarious questions about some 
voters that shouid be investigated, but he didn’t think Reinoehl had Shown enough evidence to 
warrani a full-blown hearing. 


Raynor and Hight voted to dismiss, with James Baker, the Republican chainnan of the elections 
board, voting in dissent. Baker said Reinoehi had met the statutory threshold of having enough 
preliminary evidence, called probable cause, to warrant a full hearing. 


“It was hot a frivolous issue," Baker said afterward. "There was something there.” 


One complaint alleged a felon illegally cast.a ballot, and the other protest claimed. seven. voters 
registered in this cotinty also voted in other states for the general election. 


On Monday, the-Cumberland County Boaid of Elections wrapped'up a third day to finish: counting 


about 2,700 provisional ballots; of those, 1,889 were disapproved for a variety.of reasons. 


The coutity. béard is set-to' hold the voter canvass at 4.p-m. Tuesday to make the resulis official and 
report them to the siate. 


Staff writer Andrew Barksdale can be reached at barksdalea@fayobserver.com ar 486-3565. 


ea 
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http:/ /www:fayobserver.com/news/local/fayetteville-residetit-filés-election-protests- 
with-help-of-mecrory-campaign/article_ 988deeb3-416a-5f15-b6ec-07a4b1afca97 html 


fo fayobserver 


Fayetteville resident files 2 election 
protests with help of McCrory campaign 


By Andrew Barksdale Staff writer 
Nov18, 2016 





Fite photo 


Jerry Reinoehl, then a City Council candidate, paticipates in a forum in 2013. 


With the help of Gov. Pat McGrory, a Fayetteville resident has fied two election protests alleging 
eight peopie should. not have cast ballots. in what has become a contentious. and protracted election. 
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Jerry Reinoeh! signed ihe protest‘forms, which were prepared by the McCrory campaign's legal team 
as part of a broader strategy to delay the final tabulation of the Nov. 8 election results until 
questionable ballots cari be scrutinized in ine stili-undecided governor's race. 


The two local protests allegé that one felon.voted and seven county residents voted in multiple 
states, z 


“The legal team is the one that did ttie research,” said Reinoehi, 2.71 -yearold registered Republican 
and retired Army major. “They have'the toots.” 


The Republican-controlied Cumberland County Board of Elections agreed Friday by 2 2-3 vote along 
party lines to hoid a preliminaty hearing Monday at 8 a.m. to detennine if there is. any merit to the 
complaints. $ 


Similar election protests were filed.in more: than half of the staie's 100 counties. Thursday on behalf 
of the Republican first-term governor, who is trailing Democratic challenger Roy Cooper by a thin 
margin but has not'conceded the race. 


The governor's. campaign spokesman, Ricky Diaz, said more than 89 countiés have postponed their 
canvassing-meetings until next week. The meetings were supposed to have been completed Friday: 


“Roy Cooper is making presumptuous statements based on piecemeat results froma handful of 
Democrai-leaning counties in erdér to deflect ditention away from serious voter fraud coriceins that 
are emerging across the state,” Diaz said in a statement Friday. 


in @ conference media call Friday afternoon, Marc Elias, who is a Cooper campaign Jawyer, said the 
campaign has observers spread across the state where county election boards. have been ‘tallying 
provisional and absentee ballots this week. 


Based on-the Cooper campaign's figures, his margin had grown to 7,448'as-of Friday afterncon, 
Elias said. 7 


On election night, McCrory was trailing Cooper by about 5,000 votes. 


Elias described the McCrory-led complaints as ami-"endléss set of frivolous protesis" that do nothing 
but needlessly delay the election results, waste taxpayer dollars and "besmirch the integrity of the 
elections nun-by Republicans at the county level.” 


Elias announced that election boards in Wake, Orange.and Halifax counties.have voted to dismiss: 
similar election ‘protests. 


And according to The Associated Press, thé Durham County Baard of Elections voted unanimously 
Friday to dismiss an election protest brought by the McCrory campaign, who'said early voting ballats 
may have. been mishandied. The gavernor was seeking a recount of 94,000 bailats. 


In Cumberiand County, ihe eléction board's two Republicans, James Baker and Kevin Hight, 
followed the recommendation of County Attorney Rick Moorefield to schedule a probable-cause 
hearing Monday to consider the two protests signed by Reinoghi. 


At issue was whether the two proiests should be considered defore or after the voter canvass, which 
is whena county makes all election results final. Moorefield said he read the State statutes:and 
called the State Board of Elections for advice. 


"The law is not settied on this issue,” Moorefield said. 


The board's lone Democrat, Harvey Raynor, said he disagreed, adding that the complaints centered 
on the eligbility of eight voiers and did not question how couniy officials conducted the election. 


"H's eight votes," Raynor said. "Eight votes will not. afféct any election.” 


Spey, 
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The Cumberland County board members agreed.to resume the canvass meeting at 4 p.m. Tuesday, 
when they hope the state relums several hundred provisional ballots ‘cast in the election by people 
who claimed to ‘have registered with the:Division of Motor Vehicles, 


When a voter's name is missing in the roll, he or she votes provisionally, the voter registration is 
reviewed later, before officials. decide whether to fully or partially count the: ballot or reject it. But 
counties had to send DMV-related provisional ballots to thé staie for a ‘ina! determination. There is a 
pending fawsult against the state over the DMV issue. 


Cumberland County had 2,732 provisional ballots in the general election, and the county board met 
for most of Thursday.and Friday reviewing niost of them. About 800 were uy or partially approved, 
and-at least 300 were related to DMV. 


Tei Roberison, director of the. Cumberland County Board of Elections, said about 1,800 provisional 
ballots don't appear to be eligibieio be cast. The election board was to resume reviewing them 
Monday. 


Staff writer Andrew Barksdale-can be reached at barksdalea@fayobserver.com or 486-3565, 
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NOTE: Landline telephone log EEEEEEEEbevice <€ ne a eae oaLL 
only maintains most recent 25 entries. { could not 
recover any November call logs. 5 





Friday, November 18, 2015 





Nov 16, 2016 email from Erin. Clark, McCrory Legal Br oearanne eoutea te vipat 
Defense Team, indicates we had a conversation. As 10:54 ‘have originals if needed. 
discussed above, there-is no record in mycellphone log a 
so bélieve the initial conversation was. on this phone. toiss, Notoptimistic 


This is the telephone numbet listed in my public NC 


‘Thank you'for letting me know! 
voter information, : oF 


1:00 

Left the meeting Since i have no 
Cellphone cg EEE e12:ec to eres te SRE R atisress 
interactions with McCrory Legal Defense Team, W101 
Cumberland County Board of Elections, 
Cumberland County Republican Party, and Thats fine. 35-54 
Governor McCrory’s office on the Cumberland 

< Ce boe will have preliminary 

County Election Protests: : heasing Monday 0800 am. If you will 

hot be here may need dacumenis to 
Nov 18, 2016 13:54 Support protests. 

5 Saturday, No ber'19, 2016 

100 Andrew Barksdale, Fayetteville aS ee 
Observer ~ received copies of protests from Cumberland Any help coming for Monday, or are 
County (CC) BoE and wanted input for a.newspaper article 120g am lonmyown? 


10:09 (859) 954-8974 — Erin Clark, McCrory Legal Defense You are not required to attend the 


an, 


Team — did not answer call ~ left voice mail. (see message. hearing. We should have an attomey 
inatendance, 1230 

fog entry) 

13:50 (910) 678-7736 — Terri Robettson, CC BoE — advised rzag OF 


probable cause hearing date/time/location Monday, Novernber 21,2076. 





16:2 Susan Mills, Chair, CC Republican (twas lonely without legal 
r ‘ assistance. Vote 2 to 7 against prob: 
Party, offers assistance with NC GOB. Seca heviooaennenor 
there is an appeal. My own research 
Nov.20, 2016 5 provided doc:to prove Brunson was a 
felon convicted 10/04/2016 violated 
: 7 . fay, and Jerry lever Henty voted. in 
153: susan Mills, Chair, CC Republican ne.and Florida, Provided Henry's FL 
Party ~ apologizes for NC GOP no-show at hearing and 1a.17 voter registration and voter history. 


offers assistance with NC GOP. ok 
Tm sa somy, the state boe directed 





the county boes to halt hearings until 
Nov 24, 2016 2 ‘the state heard the petitions. i395 
. 18:29 pobert andrews, Governor SAS NBR ESS 


McCrory staff ~apolagizes for legal team no-show and if 


; ot08 Following yesterdays boe meeting, 
needed, offers assistance. 


tas anyplans fore Cumberland appeal 


Nov.23, 2016 Sy! can't answer my phone right” 
now 'm going to.Cc you.on an email 
witir my colizague, Steve, whois stil 

08:52 (859) 954-8974~ Erin Clark, McCrory Legal Defense in NG: 


( Team ~ did not answer call. (see message fog entry} 





S 





oe 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 
Case. Number: 2016-166 
Investigator(s}> Joan Fleming/Matthew Martucci 


Document: Interview Report —John Rowerdink on 12/20/2016 and 1/10/2017/Telephonic, and 
1/24/2017 — Supplement; 

County({s): Multiple 

Subject(s): November 2016 General Election Protests; 


Voter Fraud Allegations/Possible False Statements to Affect Election Qutcome — 
11/08/2016 Genera! Election; 


On 12/20/2016, Jehn Row 

Ee 2: telephonically contacted by NCSBE Investigators Joan Fleming and Matthew 
Martucci.. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing officials, and the purpose of the 
Interview, Rowerdink provided the following information: 


Rowerdink is a retired executive of Mobile Oil Company. 


Rowerdink stated that sometime shortly after the November 8, 2016 General Election, he was contacted 
bya member of the “legal team” representing Governor Patrick McCrory and asked if he was willing to 
assist their efforts to secure. anelection re-count for McCrory by filing.an election protest in Moore 
County. He stated thatthe caller, who was female, stated that the legal team was planning to file a 
protest in Moore County and “needed someone to sign.” He was unable to recall the caller's name.. 


Rowerdink felt that as long as the protest was well grounded and not frivolous, he could support it, and 
he.agreed to take. a look atit.. He commented that he has.a good relationship with the Moore County 


Board. of Elections (BOE), and he did not want tobe Involved in anything that could adversely affect that 
relationship. 


Rowerdink advised that soon after recéiving the above call, he received an email with an attachment 
containing-the protest document. The protest document elready contained all of the relevant 
information needed to file the protest and he was simply being asked to Sign and return it. He read the 
protest and did not see anything that he felt was questionable. The protest contained the names and 
addressés of four voters who had allegedly double voted, which Rawerdink considered to be a “serious 
issue.” Rowerdink printed the protest document end signed it and then attempted to send it back'via 
facsimile. However; he was-unsure as to whether the fax went through. He recalled calling Attorney 
Steve Roberts, who had emailed himthe protest document, to confirm whether his protest document 
was received. Hé was'advised by Roberts that he had received the first three pages, but not the last 
page with Rowerdink’s signature. Accordingly, Rowerdink re-sent-the fourth page to Roberts. 
Rowerdink did not personally submit the protest documents to the Moore County Board of Elections but 
rather eniailed them back to the legal team as described above. He believed-his protest wes théreafter 
submitted to the Moore County BOE by the legal team. 


companies 
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Rowerdink stated that he subsequently called Attorney Roberts regarding a preliminary hearing of the 
protest that was scheduled at the Moore County Board of Elections on Novernber 22,2016. Roberts 
asked :Rowerdink if he felt cornfortable in presenting the. protest before the Moore County BOE Board. 
Rowerdink told Roberts that the Board would. want to see and hear evidence to back up:the allegations, 
and that he would need to receive that information from the legal team to go forward with the. protest. 
Roberts responded that his. team would provide the necessary evidence to Rowerdink prior to the 
hearing. 


Rowerdink stated that at the time he agreed to help the protest effort by signing.-the protest docurnents 
he-was led to believe that the McCrory team of Jawyers would provide him with the supporting evidence 
to support the claims of voter fraud against the four voters. named in his protest. Rowerdink was never 
told where or how the law firm developed their evidence against the named.voters. 


As the date-for the hearing drew closer, the legal team failed to provide Rowerdink with any evidence 
they had in'their possession. Coriséquently, Rowerdink contacted Glenda Clendenin, the Director of the 
Moore County BOE, and advised her that hé plannéd to withdraw his protest since he was never 
provided with any evidence to support the allegations in the protest documents. Clendenin told 
Rowerdink that she had conducted some research and had been able to uncover evidence associated 
with one out of the four voters showing that at. least one of the accusations had merit. She encouraged 
him to attend the protest meeting based upon her research. Rowerdink commented that he wished 
that the McCrory legal team provided:the same ‘due diligence that was provided by Clendenin. 


Rowerdink attendéd the preliminary hearing on November 22, 2016, without ever receiving any 
documentation from the legal team. [n advance of preliminary hearing, knowing that he had no 
evidence, Rowerdink prepared some written notes that he intended to read at the hearing. The hotes 
stated that the protest “originated with Governor McCrory’s legal téam” and that Rowerdink had no 
reason to doubt the veracity of its’ content. However, he stated that'since.he had net been provided 
with any documentation, he planned to withdraw the protest. Rowerdink could not recail if he 
presented:all or part of his comments at the hearing, but he was certain that he ultimatély opted-not to 
withdraw his protest because Moore.County BOE Director Glerida Clendenin asked him-not to. 


At the hearing, Clendenin presented her eviderice which involved a female voter who voted in both 
North Carolina and Florida. Rowerdink stated that Clendénin contacted the Florida. BOE and found that 
the.same day the voter voted early in NC, she (the voter) requested 4 Florida Absentee baliat, which she 
subsequently voted. 


Rowerdink stated thatif Clendenin had not done the work to research the above voter, he would have 
withdrawn his entire protest prierto the preliminary hearing because he “had no evidence.” He stated 
that prior to the hearing he made multiple attempts to-obtain the evidence he needed from the law 
firm, by making telephonic and email requests, but the legal team never provided. him with any 
evidence. He recalled that at one point he sent an email to. Attorney Steve Roberts, informing Roberts 
that a second hearing was set for 11/30/2016 at the courity BOE to hear the case-against the above 
referenced Florida double-voter. Rowerdink was seeking direction fram Roberts as to whether he 
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should withdraw his protest in light of the findings by Clendenin and the lack of evidence supplied by 
Roberts or others on the legal team. He received.a curt responsé from Roberts stating: 


“Mr. Rowerdink— to confirm, the protest is yours alone, and you may withdraw it at 
your sole discretion. Best, Steve Roberts” 


Rowerdink stated.that the response he received from Roberts made him feet like he had been “hung out 
to‘dry.” He added that since he received the origina! protest documents from Roberts, it was curious, 
that Roberts would’describe the protest as “yours alone.” 


Rowerdink-described the email containing the protest document as having been sent to. Rowerdink at 
9:34 PM on 11/16/2016. Rowerdink noted that although the:attached protest was clearly intended for 
him (Rowerdink} and contained his name and address, the email message sent by Roberts was 
addressed to. a “Ms. Corbin”, and it instructed her to sign.and return the protest to Roberts. Rowerdink 
stated he had no idea who Ms. Corbin was, but he’speculated that Roberts was contacting multiple 
people in multiple counties for the same purpose. [investigator’s Note: A review of protest documents: 
submitted to various counties revealed.a protest submitted by Heather Corbin, | 

to the Iredell County 806, alleging that three votes. were cast in the county by 
individuals who were decéased. The.protest was dismissed by the Jredell County BOE based upon no 
witnesses appearing at the hearing to present evidence and because the BOE found that all three voters 
died after they had legally voted. The protest was delivered to the Iredell County BOE via an email from 
Attorney Steve Roberts.. The Iredell County BOE had no contact with Heather Corbin and notices they 
attempted to send to her address.of record via certified mail were returned as “unclaimed.”] 


Rowerdink thereafter sent an email advising Roberts and the Moore County BOE that he was'formally 
withdrawing his protest. Rowerdink stated thatin hindsight he felt that if “they” (the legal team) had 
delivered the evidence as they had promised, he could have supported the protest effort he was 
recruited to support. 


Rowerdink admitted that at the time he signed the protest document, he had.no personal knowledge. of 
any evidence to support the allegations against any of the four voters named in his protest. The 
interviewing officials drew his attention to his specific answers to questions in the protest and he 
responded as follows: 


Question 5: This question asked whether the protest involved an “alleged error in vote count or 
tabulation.” Rowerdink’s answer suggésts that he conducted a “review of early voting files from other 
states” resulting ‘in the conclusion that the four voters named in his protest “cast ballots in both NC and, 
another state” and that those ballots “were:erroneously counted and tabulated by the Moore County 
Board of Elections.” However, ir-his interview, Rowerdiak steted that he personally did no such review. 
He further acknowledged that while he did not have first-hand knowledge as to’ whether any réview was 
done by anyone, he believed that the McCrory lawyers would have done that work before recruiting him 
to submit the protest. 


IN 


2s 
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Question 7: This question asked the protestor-to “set out ai! election laws or regulations that -you ailege 
were violated” and to name the alleged violators. Rowerdink did no research on election laws or 
regulations in association with the protest and he had no-information to furnish as to the names, 
addresses.and phone numbers.of any of the named-voters. Although the question asked the protest 
author to provide that information for persons who “you allege committed such violations”, when asked 
if he personally had knowledge of any of the names listed in his protest as having voted in muitiple 
states he answered, “Of course not.” He stated he relied on the information provided by Governor 
McCrory’s lawyers. 


Question.8: This question asked for the protest author to identify the “names, addresses; and phone 
numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in this protest, and specify what each 
witriess saw or knows.” Rowerdink completed this question by filling in his (Rowerdink’s} information: 
When asked if he had actually witnessed any misconduct or seen any evidence to support the 
allegations in Questions 5:and 7, he answered that he “did not witness any conduct.” 


Question 9: This question asked what remedy Rowerdink was seeking as a result of his protest. His 
answer as stated in the protest was that, “The Moore County Board of Elections must invalidate all 
ballots.for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast by persons who voted in multiple states in violation 
of state law, as set forth in Sections 5 and 7, above.” (Questions 5 and 7) Rowerdink stated that if any 
of the named voters did in fact vote twice, he wished for their votes to be invalidated: 


Question 10: Question 10 asked, “Do you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have 
affected or cast doubt upon the results of the protested election? If your answer is yes, please state the 
factual basis for your opinion.” Rowerdink’s answer, a& Stated in his protest, was: “Yes. The described 
allegations clearly demonstrate that ballots cast by persons who voted in multiple states, for the 
election held on November 8, 2016 in MOORE County, are invalid under state Jaw. The invalid ballots 
cast by persons who have Voted in multiple states in violation of state and federal law, must not be 
counted for any office voted.” Rowerdink stated that although he did not author that answer, he stood 
by it “depending on.if the evidence supported it.” 


Rowerdink stated that although he asked for the supporting evidence multiple times, the attorneys did 
not supply it. He stated that he was never given a reason.and does not know why they failed to supply 
it. He advised that he knows and respects the members of the Moore County BOE, and would not 
intentionally do anything to injure his good relationship with them. He noted that the process that the 
BOE used to evaluate ballots was very fair and‘evety vote was looked at carefully. 


A copy of the above referenced email-chain in which Rowerdink informed the Moore County BOE of his 
intention to withdraw the protest was obtained from Director Clendenin and is attached and made a 
part hereto. Rawerdink advised that he maintains his own file of documents associated with the 2016 
Genera! Election and that he would provide copies of relevant emails and documents to the 
investigators. 


Acopy of the protest signed by Rowerdink and submitted to the Moore County BOE is also-attached.// 
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Supplement: On 01/24/2017, Rowerdink provided copies: of emails received from:and/or sent to Steve 
Roberts, the NCGOP, and Katie Kouba, between 11/16/2016-and 11/30/2016. He stated that he may 
have additional. email from the same individuals, but that the attached are the most rélevant te the 
inquiry by the NCSBE. Theyare attached to this repori.// 


mo, 


cm, 
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NCSBE Report of Investigation 
Case Number: 2016-166 
Investigator(s): Joan Flerning/Matthew Martucci 
Document: interview Report — John Rowerdink on 12/20/2016 and 1/10/2017/Telephonic, and 
1/24/2017 — Supplement; 
County(s): Multiple 


Subject(s): November 2016 Genera! Election Protests; 
Voter Fraud Allegations/Possible Faise Statements to Affect Election Qutcome — 
11/08/2016 General Election; 


was telephonically contacted by NCSBE Investigators Joan Fleming-and Matthew 


Martucci. After being advised of the idéntity of the interviewing officials, and the purpose of the 
interview, Rowerdink provided the following information: : 


Rowerdink is a retired executive of Mobile Oit Company. 


Rowerdink stated that sometime shortly-after the November 8,:2016 General Election, he was contacted 
by a member ofthe “legal team” représenting Governor Patrick McCrory and asked if he was willing. to 
assist their efforts to secure an election re-count for McCrory by filing arvelection. protest in Moore 
County. He stated that the caller, who was female, stated that the legal team was planning to file a 
protest in Moore County and “needed someone to.sign.” He was unable to recall the caller's name. 


Rowerdink felt that as long as the protest was well grounded and not frivoious, he could support it, and 
he agreed to take a look at it. He commented that he has a good relationship:with the Moore County 
Board of Elections (BOE), and he:did not want to:be involved-in anything that could adversely affect that 
relationship. 


Rowerdink advised that soon after receiving the above call, he received an email with an attachment, 
containing the protest document. The protest document already contained all of the relevant 
information needed to file the protest and he was simply being. asked to sign and returnit. He read the 
protest and did not see anything that he felt was questionable. The protest contained the names and 
addresses of four voters who had allegedly double voted, which Rowerdink considered to be.a “serious 
issue.” Rowérdink printed the protest document and'signed it and then attempted to send it back via 
facsimile. However, he was unsure asto whether the fax went through. ‘He recailed calling Attorney 
Steve: Roberts, who had emailed him the protest documertt, to confirm whether his protest document 
was received. He was advised by Roberts that he had received the first three pages, butnot the last 
page with Rowérdink’s signature. Accordingly, Rowerdink re-sent the fourth page to Roberts. 
Rowerdink did-not personally submit the protest documents to the Moore County Board of Elections but 
rather emailéd them back to the legal team’as described above, He believed his protest was thereafter 
submitted to. the Moore County BOE by the legal team. 
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Rowerdink stated that he subsequently called Attorney Roberts regarding 4 preliminary hearing of the 


" protest that was scheduled at the Moore County Board of Elections on November 22, 2016. Roberts 


asked Rowerdink if he felt comfortable in presenting the protest before the Moore County BOE Board. 
Rowerdink told Roberts that the Board would want to. see and hear evidence to back up the allegations, 
and that he would need to receive that information from the legal team to go forward with the protest. 
Roberts responded that his teani would provide the necessary evidence to Rowerdink prior to the 
hearing. 


Rowerdink stated that at the time he agreed to help the protest effort by signing the protest documents 
he was led to believe that the-McCrory team of lawyers would provide him with the supporting evidence 
to support the claims of voter fraud against the four voters named inhis protest. Rowerdink was never 
told-where-or how the law firm developed-their evidence against thé named voters. 


As the date for the hearing drew closer, the legal tearn failed to provide Rowerdink with any evidence 
they had in their possession. Consequently, Rowerdink contacted Glenda Clendenin, the Director of the 
Mose County BOE, and advised her that he planned to withdraw his protest since he was never 
provided with any evidence to support the allegations in the protest decuments,. Clendenin told 
Rowerdink that she had conducted some research and had been able to uncover evidence associated 
with one out of the four voters showing that at least one of the accusations had merit. She encouraged 
hirh to.attend the protest rneeting based upon.her research. Rowerdink commented that he wished. 
that-the McCrory legal team provided:the same due diligence that was provided by Clendenin. 


Rowerdink attended the preliminary hearing on November 22, 2016, without ever receiving any 
documentation from the legal team. In advance of preliminary hearing, knowing that he had no. 
evidence, Rowerdink prepared some written notés that he intended to read:at thé hearing. The notes 
stated that the protest “originated-with Governor McCrory’s legal tear” and that Rowerdink had no 
reason to doubt the veracity of its’ content. However, he stated that since he had not-been provided 
with any documentation, he planned to withdraw the protest. Rowerdink could net recall if he 
presented all or part.of his comments at the hearing, but-he was certain that he ultimately opted not to 
withdraw his protest because Moore.County BOE Director Glenda Clendenin asked him not to. 


At the hearing, Clendenin presented her evidence which involved a female voter who voted in both, 
North Carolina and Florida. Rowerdink stated that Clendenin contacted the Florida BOE and found that 
the same day the voter voted early in NC, she (the voter) requested a Florida Absentee ballot, which she 
stibsequently voted. 


Rowerdink stated that if Clendenin had not dene the work to research the above'voter, he would have 
withdrawn his entire protest prior to.the preliminary hearing because he “had no-evidence.” Hé stated 
that prior to the hearing he:made multiple attempts to obtain the evidence he needed-from the law 
firm,.by making telephonic and email requests, but the legal tearn never provided him withany 
evidence: Heretalied that at one point he sent an email.to Attorney Steve Roberts, informing Roberts 
that 2 second hearing was setfor 11/30/2016 at the county BOE to hear the case against the above 
referenced Florida double-voter. Rowerdink was Seeking direction from Roberts as to whether he 


1, 


Exhibit 2.2.2.1 262 of 278 


should withdrew his protest in light of the findings by Clendenin and the lack of evidence supplied by 
Roberts or others on'the legal team. He received a curt response from. Roberts stating: 


“Mr. Rowerdink — to confirm, the:protest is yours alone, and you may- withdraw it at 
your sole discretion. Best, Steve Roberts” . 


Rowerdink stated thatthe response he recéived from Roberts miade him feel like he had been “hung out 
to dry.” He added that since he received the original protest documents from Roberts, it was curious 
that Roberts would describe the protest as “yours alone.” 


Rowerdink described the email containing the protest document as having been sent to Rowerdink at 
9:34 PM.on 11/16/2016. Rowerdink noted that although the attached protest was clearly intended for 
him (Rowerdink) and contained his name and address, the email message sent by Roberts was 
addressed to a “Ms. Corbin”, and it instructed her to sign and return the protest to Roberts. Rowerdink 
stated he had no idea who Ms. Corbin was, but he speculated that Roberts.was contacting multiple 
peopie in multiple counties for the same purpose. Jinvestigator’s Note: A review of protest documents 
submitted to various counties revealed a protest submitted by Heather Corbin] 

‘0 the Iredell County BOE, alleging that three votes were cast.in the county by 
individuals who.were deceased. The protest was dismissed by the lredeil County BOE based upon no 
witnesses appearing at the hearing to present-evidence and because the BOE found that all three voters. 
died after they had legally voted. The. protest was delivered to the Iredell County BOE via an email from 
Attorney Steve Roberts. The Iredell County BOE had no contact with Heather Corbin and notices they 
attempted to send to her address.of record via certified mail were returned as “unclaimed.”] 


Rowerdink thereafter sent an email advising Roberts and the Moore County BOE that he was formally 
withdrawing his protest. Rowerdink stated that in hindsight he felt that if “they” {the legal team) had 
delivered the evidence as they had: promised, he could have supported the protest effort he was 
recruited to support. 


Rowerdink admitted that at the time he signed the protest document, he had no personal knowledge of 
any evidence to support the allegations against ariy of the four voters named in his ‘protest. The 
interviewing officials drew his attention to his specific answers to questions in the protest and he 
responded as‘follows: 


Question 5: This question asked whether the protest involved an “alleged error in vote count‘or 
tabulation.” Rowerdink’s answer suggests that he conducted a“review of early voting files from-other 
states” resulting in the conclusion that the four voters named in his protest “cast baliots in both NC and 
another state” and that those ballots “were erronéously counted and tabulated by the Moore County 
Board of Elections.” However, in his interview, Rowerdink stated that he personally did no such review. 
He further acknowledged that while he did not have first-hand knowlédge.as to whether any review was 
done by anyone, he believed that the McCrary lawyers. would have done that work before recruiting him 
to submit the protest. 


Exhibit 2.2.2.1 263 of 278 


Question 7: This question asked the protester to “set out all election laws.or regulations that you allege 
were violated” and to name the alleged violators. Rowerdink did no research on election laws or 
regulations in association with the protest and he.had no information to furnish as to the names, 
addresses and phone numbers of arly of the named voters. Although thé question asked the protest 
author to provide that Information for persons who “you allege committad such violations”, when asked 
if he personally had knowledge of any of the names listed in his protest. as having voted in multiple 
states he answered, “Of course not.” Hé stated he relied on the information provided by Governar 
McCrory’s lawyers. 


Question 8: This question asked for the protest author to identify the “names, addresses, and phone 
numbers of any witnesses to any misconduct alleged by you in this protest, and specify what each 
witness saw or knows.” Rowerdink completed this question by filling in his (Rowerdink’s} information. 
When asked if he had actually witnessed any misconduct or seen any evidence to support the. 
allegations in Questions 5 and 7, he answered that he “did not witness any conduct.” 


Question 9: This question asked what remedy Rowerdink was seeking as 2 result of his protest. His 
answeras stated in the protest was that, “The Moore County Board of Elections must invalidate all 
ballots for any office, whatsoever deemed to be cast by persons who voted in multiple states in violation 
of state law, as set forth in Sections 5 and 7, zbove.” (Questions 5.and 7) Rowerdink stated that if any 
of the named voters did in fact vote twice, he wished for their votes to be invalidated. 


Question.10: Question 10 asked, “Do you contend the allegations set out by youare sufficient to have 
affected.or cast doubt upon the results of the protested election? If your answer is yes, please state the 
factual basis for your opinion.” Rowerdink’s answer, as stated in his protest, was: “Yes. The described 
allegations clearly demonstrate that ballots cast by persons who voted in multiple states, for the 
election held on November. 8, 2016 in MOORE County, are invalid under state law. The invelid ballots 
cast by persons who have voted in multiple states in violation of state and federal law, must not be 
counted for any office voted.” Rowerdink stated that although he did not author that answer, he stood 
by it “depending on if the evidence supported It.” 


Rowerdink stated that although he asked for the supporting evidence multiple times, the attorneys did 
not supply it. He stated that he was never given a reasonend does not know why they: failed to supply 
it. Headvised that he knows and respects the members of the Moore County BOE, and would not 
intentionally do anything to injure his good relationship with them. He noted that the process that the 
BOE used to evaluate ballots was very fair and every vote was looked at carefully. 


A copy of the above referenced email chain in which Rowerdink informed the Moore County BOE of his 
intention to withdraw the protest was obtained from Director Clendenin and is attached and made a 
part hereto, Rowerdink advised that he maintains his own file of documents associated with the 2016 
General Election end that he would provide copies of relevant emails and documents to the 
investigators. 





Acopy ofthe protestsigned by Rowerdink and submitted to the Moore Caunty BOE is also attached.// 


oe, 
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Supplement: On 01/24/2017, Rowérdink provided copies of emails received from and/or sentto Steve 
Roberts, the NCGOP, and Katie:Kouba, between 11/16/2016 and 11/30/2016. He stated that he may 
have additional email from the same individuals, but that the attached are the most relevant to the 
inquiry by the NCSBE. They areattached te this report // 
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ELECTION PROTEST 
Use of this form is required by G.S. 163-182.9(c) 


‘Tris form miust'’be filed with the county board’ of elections within the timeframes set out in. GS. 163-182.9 (b)(4). 
Please print. or type ‘your answers. Feel free to usé and attach additional sheets if needed to fully answer the 
questions below.. You may also attach relevant exhibits and documents. Please number the pages of such additional 
sheets and attachments. 


1. Full name and mailing address of pesson filing the protest, 
John Rowerdink 


1S McMichae} Drive 
Pinehurst, NC 28374 





2. Home and business phone number, fax mutuber, and e-mail address. 


Home/Business phone: 910-235-0644 
Fax: N/A 
Email: jrowerdink@aol.com 





3. Are you éither a candidate or registered voter eligible to vote in the protested election? 
Ifa candidate, for what office? 


Registered voter 





4, List the date, location, and-exact nature of the election protested. Name alt candidates in the’ election and the 
number of votes each received. Note the winning candidate{s) elected or nominated. 


November 8, 2016 General Election. AN candidates and issues on the ballot indicated for that election. 





5. Does this protest involve au alleged crror in vote count of tabulation? ifso, picase explain in detail. 


Upon review of early ‘voting, files from other states, if appears that four (4) individuals cast ballots in both North 
Carolina and another state, Casting a ballot in more than one state is aclear violation ef North Carolina and federal 


election laws. ‘Therefore, these ballots were erroneously counted and tabulated by the MOORE County Board of 
Elections, 3 





6. Does this protest involve an inegularity or misconduct not described in nuraber 5 above? If'so, please. give a 
detailed description of such misconduct or irregularity and uame those who committed such action. 


No. 





7. Please set out ail election laws or regulations that you allege were violated in your responses to 5 or 6 above, 


State how each violation occurred.Please provide thé names, addresses, and phone numbers of those who you allege 
committed such violations. 


N.C. Gen, Stat. § 163-82.1 
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1716/2016 22:58 Pax cei 


In Violation of the statutes provided for above, invalid ballots were cast by ihe following persons known. to. have 
vored ta multiple stares: c, 


KALBY I MULDER, MURRAY BILL RD, APT 132, SOUTHERN PINES, NC 28387-6283 
CAROL ANN TURNER, CHOKE CHERRY LN, PINBHURST,NC 283749344. 

ANNE FINKS HUGHES, MCQUEEN PL, PINEBURST, NC 28374-8952 : 
WILLIAM JEROME HUGHES, MCQUEEN PL, PINEHURST,NC 28374-8951 


8: Please provide the names, addresses, ancl phone. numbers of eny witnesses to any miscondnet alleged by you in 
this protest, and specify what cach witness listed saw orknows, 

John Rowerdink 

15 MeMichag! Drive 

Pinchurst, NC: 28374 

910-235-0644 





9. What action do you desire the conaty board of elections fo take in this matter? 


The Moore County Board of Glectons must invalidate alt belfors for any office whatsoever deemed to be cast by 
persous who voted in multiple sates in violation of state lew, as set forth in Sections 5 and 7, above. 











10, Da you contend the allegations set out by you are sufficient to have affected or cast doubt wpon the résults of the 
protested clection? Hf your enswesis'yes, plezse site the factual basis for your opinion. 


Yes. The described allegations clearly demonstrate that ballots cast by persons who voted i muitiple states, forthe. 
election held on November 8, 2016 in MOORE County, sse invadid under State law. The imalid ballots cast by 
persons who baye voted fn multiple states in Violation of state and idea! law, must not be counted for any office 
‘voted, = 





11, Have You react end reviewed the North Carolina law pertaining to election protests 2s set out in'G.S. 163-152.9 
throug G.S. 163-182.14 and current North Caroling State Board of Elections regulations perraining to‘ election 
protests? 


‘Yes. 





12, How many pages of additional answer are attached to this provest? 0 
How many pages of anactinents ac ahached? 0 


‘Signature of | 


Dete/Time Filed with County Board 

{to be Billed out by the county board) 

NOTE: The county board must provide the State Boad with a complete copy of a filed protest within one business 
day after itis filed. In addition, the county board shall. provide a copy of the election andit with this copy of the 
protest. - é 


Please direct any questions to yourr esunty board of elections or tht North Carolina State Boand of Hlections, PO 
Box.27255,; Raleigh, NC 27611-7255, (919) 733-7173, 
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Subj: Election Protest 
Date: 1146/2016 9:34:09 P.M. Eastem Standard Time. 


From: . _srobe: hvitiaw 
To: 


Ms. Corbin ~ 


am an attorney with the McCrory legal team. Thank you for your willingness to file the attached protests. If 
you are able, please sign under line 12'on the protest, scan, and email.back to me_ You can also fax it back to me 
at 540-341-8809. | will then file with the county. Please Jet me know if you have any questions, my cell is 202- 
294-1613. 


Thank you again, 
Steve Roberts 


Steve Roberts 


sroberis@hvijt law 


Holtzman Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky PLLC 
45 North Hilf Drive, Suite {00 

Warrenton, VA 20186 

C: 202.294.1613 

O: 540.341.8808 

F: 540.341.8809 

Admitted in Virginia and D.C. 


PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL 

‘This communication and any accompanying documents are confidentiat and privileged. “They are intended for the sole use of the addressee. 
ff you receive this transmission in error, you are advised thet any disclusure, copying, distiioution, or the taking. of any action in reliance ‘upon 
this communication is strictly prohiblied, Moreoves, any Such disclosure shal not compromise or waive thevatiomey-oSent, accountant-cSent, 
07 other privieges 2s to this communication or othermise, (you have received this communication in error, please contact me et the above 
email address. Thank you. 

DISCLAIMER 

Any accounting, business or tax advibe containd in this. communication, including atiachments and-enclosiires, is not intended as 2 thorough, 
in-depth analysis of specific issuss, nor a substitute for a formal opinion, nor Is it sufficient to. avoid taxrelaied penalties. if desired, Holzman 
Vogel Josafizk, PLLC wouki be pleased io perfor the requisite research and provide you with a-detaied written analysis. Such an. 
engagement may be the subject of a separate engagement ister that would define the scope and limits of the desired consultation services. 
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Subj: Protests at Counties Tomorrow 
s Date: 14/21/2016 10:05:39 P.M. Eastem Standard Time 
From: @lectons@ncgoo.org 
Good Evening - 


Thank you for volunteering to submit an election protest to your county board of elections. We. appreciate your helpin this 
project. The county boards of elections will conduct any iaci-finding at a hearing in the next several days. To the extent 
mecessary, our atkorneys have provided information directly to the county boards that would assist with their fact-finding. You 
do not need to 20 to the county board of elections hearing. nor do you need to present any evidence or make 
any arguments. The state board of elections wilt determine legal matters related to the protests begimiing tomorrow. 


We are working to get attorneys to all counties, but with all of the rescheduling we can not guarantee one will be at your 
county's meeting. Again, you do not have to. defend your protest in person. 


On behalf of the NCGOP, I thank you again for your help on this matter. 


Thanks! 





f 
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Subj: RE: Moore C. 








ass information 
Date: 41/24/2015 5 P.M. Eastem Standard Time 
From: 
To: stoberis@hvit law, katie. kouba@negop.org, bandjscholies@ic. com 
CG: noaklev@elon edu, sarahnianier@amail.com, spsaxe@hvit law 





Any idea when we will getthis? 


John: Rowerdink: 





On Monday, November 21, 2016. Stéve Robetis <sroberis@hvjtlaw> wrote: 
John, you'll be receiving information shortly from my colleague Steve Saxe. 


Thanks, Steve Roberts 


Steve Roberts 
202.294.1613 


Holtzman Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky PLLC 


From:| 
Sent: Monday, November 21, 2016 4:35 PM 


To: katie. kouba@negon.org; bandischoltes@nc.r.com 
Ce: noakley@elon.edu; sarahnlanier@amail.com; Steven P. Saxe; Steve Roberts 
Subject: Re: Moore Canvass Information 


This is not the evidence: It is.simply a copy of the protest. I've left phone-and email messages for Steve Roberts, 
the MeCrory lawyer handling this and haven't heard back. This is getting a litte ndicufous. 


John 


On Monday, November 21, 2016: Katie Kouba <katie. kouba@ncaop.org> wroie: 


Attachedt 


Sarah, are you able to bethere? I'm copying Stevé Saxe, a lawyer who hs been working on these, to this email if 


Theedav Jannary 94 I077 AQT~- Trowerfink 


es 


a, 
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you have any specific questions! 


Best, 


On Mon, Nov 21, 2016-at 4:04 PM, Katie Kouba <katis.kouba@ncgap ora> wrote: 


I'mnotsure about Sarah. Neil will arrive around 11.4.1. from what I understand. 


On Mon, Nov 24, 2016 at 3:21 PM, <pandischolies@nc.rr.com> wrote: 


Thanks. | will be at the meeting, but i.am nota litigator. ! hope that Neil Oakley or Sarah Lanier will be present. 
és veh we have not received the evidence we will be presenting. So, yes, please connect me with our attomey. 
1} 


~~ Kaiie Kouba <katie kouba@negop.org> wrote: 

> Thank yout Are you able fo go io the protest meeting tomorrow?! can 
> connect you with our attorney 10 give you a brief on it Itis at 9 a.m. 

> tmorrow 


> 

> On Mon, Nov 21, 2016 at 3:12 PM, <bandjschulles@ne,1r.com> wrote: 

> 

> > Katie, the Moore Couniy Board of Elections meets tomorrow. if they 

> > complete. the consideration of provisional ballots and the canvass then, | 

> > will send you the appropriate reports. 

=> 

> >In the méantime, f am retuming the spreadsheet you. sent me conceming 

> > provisional ballots. [ have efiminafed some unnecessary columns from the 

> > original spreadsheet and have added two atthe end. These Jatter columns 
> > show you whether the Board has madea determination to allow or.disallow a 
>-> provisional ballot and the reason for their decision. The biank cells. 

> > Indicate that the decision is pending. 

>> 

> > Itis possible forthe Board to reconsider some of these decisions. 

>> 

>> [ have.checked with John Rowerdink, our Chairman, and he had the same 

> > results as those reported: on the spreadsheet. Our iocaj_neéwspaper, 

> > however, came up with different totals. So, the iGtals might be slightly 

> >-different when finalized. 





>> 

>> Bill 

> >—- Katie Kouba <katie.koupa@ncgop.crg> wrote: 
> >> Geed Evening - 

>>> 


>>> 


Eee tome 
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>> > 

> >>| apologize for how late this message is. coring. Attached to this e-mail 
>> ar 

>.> > afew documents to help you.af your county canvass. Please fet me know. 
>>if 

> > >You have any trouble opening-any of the documents! 

>>> 

>P> 

> >.> Please. call us at 819-626-8800 ifyou have any questions and to. give us 
> >> updates as you are able. 

>>> 

>>> 

>> 

> >.> Best, 

Pair td 

> > > Katie Kouba 

>>> 

> 

> 

zt 

> 





—— 
» Katie Kouba 

> Senior Political Director 

> North Carofina Republican Party 


Katie Kouba 
Senior Political Director 


North Carofina Republican Party 


Katie Kouba 
Senior Political Director 


North Carolina Republican Party 


Precdoc Tennent 24 9017 AOT.- Frowardink 


tt 
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The election protest that is the subject of this heating originated with Governor 
McCron/s legal team. li required signature by a registeréd voter in Moore County and } 
agreed to-sign it, depending on the veracity of the information contained in it. 


| have ne reason-to doubt that veracity, but over the.course of this past weekend, the 
Governor's legal team failed to provide me with a copy of the evidence supporting the 
protest. 


Therefore, [withdraw the protest, with apologies to the individuals named in it for 
whatever distress it has caused them. 





ae, 


Suby 
Date: 


From: 


To: 
CC. 


-aGee ive 
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Moore County Protest 
41/30/2016 6:27:35 AM. Eastem Standard Time 


sroderfs@hvit. law 
glectons@moorecountync. gov 


Stevé... The formal hearing in Moore County on Kaley Mulder, -one of the voters in the Moore County protest, is 
scheduled to take place in Carthage, NC this moming..1 am planning to attend. I'm being asked by the Moore 
County BOE if we want fo withdraw the protest I've fold them it's not my decision and would refer it to you. j left 
two phone messages for you yesterday but have not heard back. The hearing is scheduled at 10.AM so ifwe're 
going to withdraw, I need to know ASAP. Thanks. 


John Rowerdink 


Mee Peee Fe alee ees Ant ar oF 


penny 
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Subj: Re: Moore County Profest 

Date: onion M. Eastem Standard Time 

From: 

To: sroberts@hnvit. law, Idemasius@nc.r.com, irowerdink@acl.com, cop. mem@igmail.com, 





ibeddow@nc.1T.com, Lbim@zo!.com, bancischoltes@nc.r.com, lydiaowen@aol.com, 
hmendetson@nc.r.com, mkaw824@omail.com, noakley@efon.edu, fasiexo@amail.com 


cc: elections@moorecouniyne.gov 


FYI, } have today withdrawn our protest of the Moore County election, at a hearing scheduled this morning in Carthage. I 
had eferred the maiter to the Govemors legal team earlier this moming.and his.response is shown below. 


At the Moore County BOE canvass yesterday, the vote of Kaley Mulder was accepted on the premise that she was a 
duly registered voter in Moore County at the fme she voted and ai that time, her Florida. vote. had not yet taken place. - 
Itig also my understanding that the question of her violation of the faw will still go forward, most-likely In Florida. 
Considering these things, nothing was tobe gained by going forward with the protest at this time: Further, | understand 
that withdrawing the protest will save a Jot of work for our local BOE. For these reasons, | feltitmade sense to withdraw, 


John 


tna message dated 11/30/2016. 9:20:15 A.M. Eastem Standard Time, sroberts@hvjtlaw writes: 
Mr. Rowerdink — to.confirm, the protest ts yours alone, and you may withdraw it at your sole discretion. 


Best, Steve Roberts 


Steve Roberts 
202.294.1612 


Holtzman Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky PLLC 


From: 

Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2016.6 
To. Steve Roberts 

Cc: elections@moorecountync.gov 
Subject: Moore County Protest 





Stave... The formal hearing in Moore County‘on Kaley Mulder, one of the voters in the Moore Couniy protest, is 
scheduled to take place in Carthage, NC this morning. | am planning to attend. i'm being asked by the Moore 
County.BOE if we want to withdraw the protest I've toid them it's not my decision and would refer It to-you. Heft 
two phone messages for you yesterday but have not heard back. The hearing is. scheduled at 10.AM so if we're 
going:to withdraw, I need to know ASAP. Thanks. 


John Rowerdink 
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NCSBE Report of investigation 


Case Number:. 2016-166 

Investigator(s}: Joan Fleming/Cheryl Travers 

Document: Interview Report — Aysha Nasir on 4/4/2017; 
County(s): Multiple 


Subject(s}: November 2016 General Election Protests; 
Voter Fraud Allegations/Possible False Statements to Affect Electian Outcome — 
11/08/2016 General Election; 


On 4/4/2017, Aysho Nai, rc 
interviewed by NCSBE Investigators Joan Fleming and Cheryi Travers. After being advised of the identity 
of the interviewing officials, and the purpose of the interview, Nasir provided the following information: 


Nasir is a. 2012 graduate of the University of Maryland at College Park and is a freelance writer 
of “web copy” and'science fiction: Her date of birth (008) is IE. 


Nasirstated she initially learned that she was named in an election protest when she was: 
contacted and informed of the protest by Bob Hall of Democracy North Carolina. She advised that she 
does not know and has never met the “author” of the protest, Evelyn Poole-Kober, and likewise. does: 
not know any of the other five individuals accused in the protest by Kober of dauble-voting in North 
Carolina.and in another state. 


Nasirstated that she grew up in the state of Maryland and resided. == xe 
oe is where her father is still currently residing. She stated 


that her father is a corporate.attorney for Alston and Bird in Washington D.C. Prior to moving'to north 
Carolina, she was registered to vote in Maryland and voted there as a valid, registered voter. She 
advised that she has voted via absentee bailot in Maryland inthe past. 


Nasir moved from Maryland to Chapel Hill, North Carolina in.2026 and registered to vote in 
Orange.County, NCat the Department of Moior Vehicles (DMV) on july 25, 2016. She thereafter voted 
early “Oné-Stop” in Orange County, NC for the November 8, 2016 Genera! Election. 


Nasir deriied that she voted in Maryland in the November 8, 2016 General Election and stated 
that she did not know why someone would accuse her of having done so. She stated she is. 
“disappointed but rot surprised” to find that.a person:can accuse-someone in a legal document of 4 
voting violation.in North Carolina without providing any evidence or informing that person of the 
accusation. Nasir added that she “followed the law” and “did her duty as an American” and that being 
wrongfully accused made her feel vulnerable. She wondered if the point of filing the protest was to 
make her fearful of voting. She also wondered if her ethnic background was related to the reeson'she 
was singied-out by Kober. Nasir explained that her femily heritage is Palestinian and that some of her 
family were refugees. She: commented that it was her belief that part of being or becorming-an American 
is the right to not be afraid te. go-out and vote. 


matt 
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Nasir steted that she.feels somewhat “daunted” by the fact: that it appears that a person can't 


move about in their own country without being accused-of a crime. 


A copy of the protest document sighed by Kober and naming Nasir among five other individuais 
as having voted twice in the November 2016 Gerieral Election is attached.and made-a part hereto.// 


2016-166/Active 
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NCSBE Report of investigation 


Case Number: 2016-166 

Investigator(s): Joan Fleming/Chery! Travers 

Document: Interview Report ~ Robert Chadwick on 4/4/2017; 
County({s): Multiple 


Subject(s): November 2016 General Election Protests; 
Voter Fraud Allegations/Possible False Statements to Affect Election Qutcome ~ 
11/08/2016 General Election; 


On 4/4/2017, Robert Lee Chadwick, |, 
was interviewed by NCSBE Investigators Joan Fleming and Chery! Travers, After being advised of 
the identity of the interviewing officials, and the purpose of the interview, Chadwick provided the. 
following information: 


Chadwick is a graduate of Elizabeth City State University with a degree in Business and 
Marketing. He is employed as a Family Care Manager at the Family Resource Center-on Barrett Drive in ° 


Releigh, NC. His date of birth (DOB) is i. 


Chadwick stated he initially learned that he was named in an election protest when he was 
contacted and informed of the protest by Bob Hall of Democracy North Carolina. He advised that he 
does not know and has never met the “author” of the protest, Charles Hellwig, and likewise doesnot 
know any-of the other twenty-one individuals accused in the pretest by Heliwig of double-voting in 
North Carolina and-in another state. 


Chadwick stated that he grew up in the state of Virginia and once resided a. 
hich is his parents’ address, and where his father, Robert Lee Chadwick, Sr. is 
still currently residing. He noted that his father is an active voter, having served as.a ‘pol official, and 
‘that his father did vote in the 2016 General Election in Virginia. 


Chadwick has moved.several times since becoming an adult and leaving his parents’ home, and 
he has since been married and has three children. Chadwick registered to vote in Wake County, NCon 
4/19/2016 after previously being registered in Hertford County,NC. He voted early “One-Stop” in Wake 
County, NC for the November 8, 2016 General Election. 


Chadwick denied that he voted in Virginia or any other state-in the November 8, 2016.Géneral 
Election and stated that he did not know why someone would accuse him of having-done so, He stated 
he is “disappointed” to learn that someone has accused-him:of an election crime and questioned why 
Hellwig would:attach Chadwick’s name to a legal document making that accusation when Hellwig did 
not know if the accusation was true. Chadwick stated that he never thought he would be a-victim of a 
false accusation and he stated he feels “violated.” He believes itis likely that his name was confused 
with his father’s name sincé they are Chadwick “Sr.” and “Jr.”, and that their voting history was co- 
mingled making it appear that Chadwick Ir. had voted in both states. He advised that, to his knowledge, 
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he was:not ragistered in Virginia or Maryland at the time of the election and therefore could not have 
voted in either of those states, 


Chadwick stated that it bothers him when he thinks about being falsely accused of double- 
voting, He believes that the protest was possibly part of an effort to help former Governor McCrory: 
because the governor's race was close:at the time the protest was filed. However, he questioned why 
anybody would make such sccusations. without evidence to back them up. 


Chadwick stated that. part of his present job is to counsel people who. have lost their right to 
vote due toa felony conviction. Therefore, this Kind of an accusation.could effect-the credibility and 
reputation he has established asa role miodel for fathérs who have made mistakes, including criminal 
violations. 


Chadwick stated that in a perfect world he would like to receive an in-person apology from 
Hellwig for falsely accusing him of voter fraud. However, he stated that regardless of whether that 
happens, he (Chadwick) knows he has not done anything wrong.cr illegal and has trust that “God 
knows” Ke has done nothing wrong. 


A copy of the protest document signed by Hellwig and naming Chadwick among twenty-one. 
other individuals’as having voted twice in the Novernber 2016 general flection is attached and made a 
part hereto.// 


2016-166/Active 


nN 


